
Genesis 1 
 
Introduction: 
1. Genesis means the “book of Beginnings” and is taken from the LXX 

title “genesij.” 
 
2. In the Hebrew it is “tywixreb;”(BERESHITH) 
 
3. Genesis contains the subject matter of origins: 
 A. The Universe. 
 B. The World. 
 C. Man, Animals and Plants. 
 D. Nations. 
 E. Line of Messiah 
 
4. Date of writing:  1485-1405 B.C. 
 
5.  Author: Moses.  Ex 17:14; 24:4; 34:27; Nu 33:2; Deut 31:9; John 

5:46,47; Rom 10:5 
A. Moses was educated in “all the wisdom of the Egyptians,” 

under the 13th Dynasty of Egypt.  Acts 7:22 
 B. He was nurtured by his mother.  Exo 2:9  
(“nursed” is Hiph IPF + W.C. YANAQ = 16x; clearly of the physical act of nursing 
but also a picture of the tender care given which would include some instruction.  
She was of the tribe of Levi.)  

C. He had a personal knowledge of the climate and geography of 
Egypt and Sinai. 

D. As founder of the Jewish nation he could write accurately 
about them. 

 
6. Comparison with some other ancient Cosmogenies. 
 A. Babylonian:  (from the library of Assurbanipal @ Nineveh) 
This begins with the origin of the gods and their struggle for supremacy.  Marduk 
wins over Tiamat then Upper Marduk forms the heavens and lowers the earth.  
He then takes some blood and forms man. 
 B. Phoenician:   
This says the world was hatched from a huge egg. 
 C. Indian:   
The uncreated Lord appeared from chaos, rendered the world visible by using 5 
elements, then laid an egg in the water from which Brahma, The God, is hatched. 
 D. Etruscans: (pre Greco-Romans) 
Said first there was a heaven and earth, then a firmament, then the seas formed, 
then the sun and moon, the souls of animals, souls of man.  Each time period 
took 6,000 years. 
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 E. Egyptian: 
Water is the fundamental element of origin which contained the male/female 
germs of life.  Ra, their chief god was said to have come from the water. 
 F. Liberal: 
These “theologians” say that the Biblical account was taken from these ancient 
cosmogenies. 
 
7. Genesis is part of the Old Testament division known as the “Torah” 

meaning “The Law” and consists of five books. 
  
8. Major issues in Genesis 1-11: 
 A. Creation ex nihilo 

B. Evolution. 
 C. The Fall of man. 
 D. Cain’s wife. 
 E. Genealogies. 
 F. The Flood. 
 G. The Ark. 
 H. Curse on Cain and Canaan. 
 I. Tower of Babel. 
 J. Dispersion of nations. 
 K. “Known” and “accepted” ancient history. 
 L. Jewish beliefs as original or copy of other nations? 
 M. Multiple authors. 
 
9. Hermeneutics: 
 A. All Scripture is inspired by God.  2 Tim 3:16-17 

B. It therefore exhibits external (grammatical) and internal clarity 
(illumination by the Holy Spirit).  

C. Revelation is literal but contains some figures of speech in 
order to be communicated to man, therefore we should begin 
with the ordinary and apparent sense of the words and 
grammar. The Principle of Occam’s Razor. 

Occam's razor (sometimes spelled Ockham's razor) is a principle attributed to 
the 14th-century English logician and Franciscan friar William of Ockham. The 
principle states that the explanation of any phenomenon should make as few 
assumptions as possible, eliminating those that make no difference in the 
observable predictions of the explanatory hypothesis or theory. The principle is 
often expressed in Latin as the lex parsimoniae ("law of parsimony" or "law of 
succinctness"): "entia non sunt multiplicanda praeter necessitatem", or "entities 
should not be multiplied beyond necessity". 
This is often paraphrased as "All other things being equal, the simplest solution is 
the best." In other words, when multiple competing theories are equal in other 
respects, the principle recommends selecting the theory that introduces the 
fewest assumptions and postulates the fewest entities. It is in this sense that 
Occam's razor is usually understood.  Keep it simple. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/14th_century
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logician
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franciscan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_of_Ockham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phenomenon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypothesis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parsimony
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D. Revelation is progressive. 
E. Scripture best interprets itself, the clear meaning is to be the 

guide for the obscure. 
F. There is only one system of faith found in Scripture, so all 

verses, when properly understood, must agree.  This is the 
“Analogy of Faith.” 

G. Scripture has one interpretation but may have many 
applications. 

 
10. Basic Outline: 

A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
1.  The Creation Of The World And Man (1-2) 
2.  The Corruption Of Man, The Fall (3-5) 
3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 

B.  Four People: the election of a nation and the preparation for 
the redeemer (Gen 12-50) 
1.  Abraham (the father of faith and the nation Israel) (12-23) 
2.  Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) 
3.  Jacob (scheming and chastening) (27-36) 

  4.  Joseph (suffering and glory) (37-50) 
 
11. Extended Outline: 
 A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
  1.  The Creation Of The World And Man. (1-2) 
   a. Original Creation.  1:1 
   b. Day One.  1:2-5 
   c. The Second Day.  1:6-8 
   d. The Third Day.  1:9-13 
   e. The Fourth Day.  1:14-19 
   f. The Fifth Day.  1:20-23 
   g. The Sixth Day.  1:24-31 
   h. The Seventh Day.  2:1-3 
   i. The Man and the Garden.  2:4-9 
   j. The River and its Branches.  2:10-14 
   k. The Test.  2:15-17 
   l. The Woman.  2:18-25 
  2.  The Corruption Of Man, The Fall. (3-5) 
   a. The Fall.  3:1-7 

b. The Discipline.  3:8-19 
c. The Solution.  3:20-21 
d. The Expulsion.  3:22-24 
e. Cain’s Sin.  4:1-8 
f. Cain’s Discipline.  4:9-15 
g. Cain’s Escape.  4:16 
h. Cain’s Line.  4:17-22 
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i. Lamech’s Line.  4:23-24 
j. The Line of Seth.  4:25-26 
k. The Title of the Line.  5:1-2 
l. The Line of Adam.  5:3-5 
m. The Line of Seth.  5:6-8 
n. The Line of Enosh.  5:9-11 
o. The Line of Kenan.  5:12-14 
p. The Line of Mahalalel.  5:15-17 
q. The Line of Jared.  5:18-20 
r. The Line of Enoch.  5:21-24 
s. The Line of Methusaleh.  5:25-27 
t. The Line of Lamech.  5:28-31 
u. The Line of Noah. 5:32 

  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   a. The Ante-Diluvians.  6:1-4 
   b. Their Sin and Discipline.  6:5-8 
   c. Noah and his Generation.  6:9-11 
   d. Instructions to Noah-Build an Ark.  6:12-22 
   e. Instructions to Noah-Fill the Ark.  7:1-5 
   f. The Flood Begins.  7:6-12 
   g. The Flood Prevails.  7:13-24 
   h. The Flood Recedes.  8:1-5 
   i. Seeking Wisdom to Exit.  8:6-12 
   j. The Exit.  8:13-19 
   k. Thanksgiving Sacrifices.  8:20-22 
   l. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
   m. A New Covenant to Noah.  9:8-17 
   n. The Sons of Noah.  9:18-19 
   o. Noah’s Failure.  9:20-27 
   p. Noah’s Death.  9:28-29 
    
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   a. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   b. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   c. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   d. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   e. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
   f. The True History.  10:32 
   g. The Tower of Babel.  11:1-9 
   h. Chronology of the Sons of Shem.  11:10-25 
   i. The Sons of Terah.  11:26-32 
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Gen 1:1 = Original Creation  
 
In the beginning (tyvæ!ARB++ = BeRE’SHIYTH = in a beginning; this 
construction has a “shewa” under the “beth” which is the only way to leave out 
the word “the”; it was a beginning but not the time when God came into existence 
because He has always been.  It is a time when He created the heavens and 
earth, thus the word “the” can be used if the interpretation is limited to the original 
creation of the heavens and earth.) God (ELOHIM = EL by itself means God and 
emphasizes His omnipotence; the ending on this word is plural but always takes 
a singular verb which most believe refers to the oneness of the Trinity; when this 
word uses a plural verb it is translated with a little “g.”) created (Qal PF BARA’ = 
45x; out of nothing; ) the heavens (SHAMAYIM = looks at the entire revealed 
universe, including the atmosphere of the earth and the farthest reaches of the 
heavens) and the earth (‘ERETZ = looks primarily at this globes suitability for 
habitation as opposed to the others parts of the heavens).  
 
1:1 L.T. = In a beginning Elohim created the heavens and the earth.  
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Summary: 
1. The Order of Beginnings: 
 A. The “Word” preceded the creation of the heavens and earth.   
  John 1:1-4; Col 1:16-20 
In the (a) beginning was the Word, and the Word was with (the) God, and the 
Word was God. 2  He was (IPF EIMI = kept on being) in the (a) beginning with 
(the) God. 3  All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing 
came into being that has come into being. 4  In Him was life, and the life was 
(kept on being) the Light of (the) men.  
 B. Original Creation.  Gen 1:1; Psa 33:6 
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made (‘ASHAH = manufactured; 
something out of something; created matter then assembled it), And by the 
breath of His mouth all their host.   (sounds like God said the word “bang!”) 
 C. Fall of Satan.  John 8:44 
You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He 
was a murderer (mankiller = 3x; 2x in 1 John 3:15) from the (a) beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks 
a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  Isa 
14:12-15  How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the 
dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the 
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nations! 13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 
throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the  
recesses of the north. 14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;  I will 
make myself like the Most High.' 15 "Nevertheless you will be thrust down to 
Sheol, To the recesses of the pit.  
 D. Man.  Matt 19:4 
"Have you not read that He who created them from the (a) beginning MADE 
THEM MALE AND FEMALE,  

E. All usages of “beginning” lack the word “the” and hence are 
indefinite.  Not that they didn’t happen but that there was an 
“uncaused Cause” of all things who has always existed. 

F. It is referring to the outset of a particular event. 
 
Thus:  God (John 1:1), Universe (Gen 1:1; Psa 33:6), Angels (John 8:44; Isa 
14:15), Man (John 19:4; Gen 2) 
 
2. Creation from nothing: 

A. Was done when God spoke all things into existence.  Psa 33:6 
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth 
all their host.  
 B. Was instantaneous.  Ps 33:9 
For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.  
 C. Is the source of all animal life on the fifth day.  Gen 1:21 
  (a living being without the ability to make moral decisions) 
God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with 
which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; 
and God saw that it was good.  
 D. Is the source of mankind on the sixth day.  Gen 1:27 
  (the focus is on the immaterial part of life here) 
God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them.  
 E. Became the progenitor of all other life.  Gen 2:3 
  (His command was to be fruitful and multiply) 
Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from 
all His work which God had created and made (lit: for the purpose of 
manufacturing).  
 
3. Since no human was present at original creation it is a matter of 

faith, just like any other cosmogony.  Heb 11:3 
By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 
 
4. The attack on creation from nothing by Elohim was prophesied 

through the apostle Peter.  2 Peter 3:3-6 
3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 
following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His 
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coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from 
the beginning of creation.  For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice 
that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed 
out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, 
being flooded with water.  
 
5. The entire creation is called upon to praise the Lord.  Psa 148:1-6 
148:1 The Whole Creation Invoked to Praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD!  
Praise the LORD  from the heavens;  
Praise Him in the heights!  
2 Praise Him, all His angels;  
Praise Him, all His hosts!  
3 Praise Him, sun and moon;  
Praise Him, all stars of light!  
4 Praise Him, highest heavens,  
And the waters that are above the heavens!  
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
For He commanded and they were created (Niph Perf xRAbA BARA’).  
6 He has also established them forever and ever;  
He has made a decree which will not pass away.  
 
6. Note the propositions set forth in this verse concerning the origin of 

all things. 
 A. Who? A conscious Being named God (Elohim) did it. 
 B. What?  Creation from nothing. 
 C. When?  Sometime in antiquity past. 
 D. Where?  Everywhere. 
 E. Why?  Need more information at this point. 
 F. How?  He spoke. 
 
7. The Bible does not argue for the existence of God but assumes that 

a personal, conscious Being is the Cause of all things. 
 
8. This establishes what is called the horizontal or “KALAM” 

Cosmological Argument which reasons back to a Cause for the 
beginning of the universe.  Simply stated, “anything that comes into 
existence has a cause.” 

 
9. The vertical Cosmological Argument reasons from the universe as it 

now exists and argues for a Sustaining Cause. 
 
Note that the earth was created at this point. 
Heavens mentioned:  1:8,9,14,15,17,20,26,28,30: 2:1,4 
Earth mentioned:  1:2,10,11,12,15,17,20,22,24,25,26,28,30; 2:1,4 
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Gen 1:2  = The Situation. 
 
(connective waw = And; some say that the “and” indicates an immediate 
sequence of events yet the Lord Himself taught us that the “and” can 
connect two events widely separated by time.  Luke 4:18-19 cf Isa 61:1-2.  
Luke stops before saying “and the day of vengeance of our God” which is 
a reference to the 2nd Advent and is not fulfilled yet) The earth (that which 
had already been created) was (Qal PF HAYAH = was in the sense of 
“became”; compare verse 3,5,6,7 et al) formless (TOHU = 20x; formless; 
lacking topography) and void (BOHU = 3x; lacking population; always with 
TOHU; Jer 4:23; Isa 34:11), and darkness (CHOSHEK = 80x; emphasizes the 
quality of not having light; verse 4,5,18) was over the surface (PENEY = 
faces) of the deep (TeHOM = 36x; 7:11; 8:2), and the Spirit of God (RUACH 
ELOHIM = introduces the Holy Spirit) was moving (Piel Ptc RACHAPH  pHR= 
3x; used of a bird hovering over its young; Deut 32:11 "Like an eagle that 
stirs up its nest, That hovers over its young,  He spread His wings and 
caught them, He carried them on His pinions.) over the surface (faces) of the 
waters.  
 
1:2 L.T. = And the earth became formless and void, and darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of Elohim was moving over the 
surface of the waters.  
 
Summary: 
1. Original creation was not formless.  Isa 45:18 
For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed 
the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place 
(lacking topography, incompatible with life), but formed it to be inhabited),  
 
2. Based on the contextual usage of the Hebrew word “HAYAH,” the “to 

be” verb, in Genesis 1, its meaning refers to something not 
previously in existence but that came into existence.  Verse 
3,5,6,7,8,9 etal 

 
3. Therefore, the earth became something that it was not previously.   
 
4. What it became was a result of judgment.  
(some people today redefine “BARA’” as divine activity rather than creation out of 
nothing and try to put the “gap” before Genesis 1:1.   

A. The destruction of Judah is given as a picture of TOHU and 
BOHU.  Jer 4:23-26   

23 I looked on the earth, and behold, it was formless (TOHU) and void (BOHU);  
And to the heavens, and they had no light.  
24 I looked on the mountains, and behold, they were quaking,  
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And all the hills moved to and fro.  
25 I looked, and behold, there was no man,  
And all the birds of the heavens had fled.  
26 I looked, and behold, the fruitful land was a wilderness,  
And all its cities were pulled down  
Before the LORD, before His fierce anger.  

B. Another picture is the destruction of the nations in the end 
times. Isa 34:11 (especially Edom-Bozrah, capitol city of Edom, 
south end of Dead Sea; modern Jordan; going to make it like it 
was in Gen 1:2) 

But pelican and hedgehog will possess it, And owl and raven will dwell in it; And 
He will stretch over it the line (QA’ = line, as in Isa 28:10,13; as rule{r}) of 
desolation (TOHU = formlessness) And the plumb line (stones) of emptiness 
(BOHU = void, emptiness). 
 
5. So there is a gap of time between verse 1 and 2. 
 
6. Note that water was already in existence.  Since there was not yet 

any light nor any sun, the water was probably frozen since the word 
picture painted by Moses is the Holy Spirit covering the earth like a 
bird on a nest brooding over its eggs. 

 
7. What fit into the gap? 
(God invites us to search His depths.  It is fine and great to say, “that is all I 
need.”  It is judgmental and legalistic to condemn someone who wants to know 
more.  In our God is the answer to all  

A. Angelic beings.  
  1. Lucifer was the original inhabitant of the Garden in  
   Eden.  Ezek 28:12-15   
(change from Prince of Tyre to King of Tyre; move from earthly leader to angelic 
leader) 
12 “You were the one sealing a pattern, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 
13 "You (King of Tyre) were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone 
was your covering:  
The ruby, the topaz and the diamond;  
The beryl, the onyx and the jasper;  
The lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald;  
And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, Was in you.  
On the day that you were created (Niph Perf XRB)  
They were prepared (Pual Perf CUN = does not mean to bring into existence 
but to establish, fix order; only 2x in Pual; Psa 37:23 of that which is 
established beforehand; they were already prepared).   
14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers, And I placed you there.  
You were on the holy mountain of God;  
You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.  
15 "You were blameless in your ways  
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From the day you were created  
Until unrighteousness was found in you.  
  2. The unrighteousness of selfish will was found in him.    
   Isa 14:12-15 
12  "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! 
You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!  
13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne 
above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of 
the north.  
14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;  I will make myself like the Most 
High.'  
15 "Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit.  
  3. A lake of fire was prepared for him.  Matt 25:41 
"Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into 
the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;  

 4. But there is evidence of an appeal to the sentence,  
   because the battle is still going on.  Rev 12:7-10 
7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the 
dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were not strong 
enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 9 And the 
great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him. 10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been 
thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.  
  5. There were angelic beings in existence when the earth  
   was restored.  Job 38:1-9 
1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, 2 “Who is this that 
darkens counsel By words without knowledge? 3 “Now gird up your loins like a 
man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me! 4 “Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding, 5 Who set its 
(earth’s) measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched the line on it (the 
earth)? 6 “On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, 7 When the 
morning stars sang together And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 8 “Or who 
enclosed the sea with doors When, bursting forth, it went out from the womb; 9 
When I made a cloud its garment (Canopy) And thick darkness its swaddling 
band,  

B. Were the Dinosaurs here?  Answer:  possibly. 
 1. Fact:  dinosaurs did exist.  The question is “when?” 

(In the search for truth one must not limit conclusions to “either-or” but include 
the possibility of “neither or both” and then follow the evidence.  Both Creationists 
and Evolutionists have tended toward stretching the truth to prove their point.  In 
the late 1800’s they went looking for the “missing link” and have not been able to 
find one out of the millions of fossils unearthed.  They have both built falsified 
“straw men” and then jousted with the windmills, namely they have not accurately 
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represented the other and have not adequately and in some cases honestly 
stated their position or even worse have manufactured “scientific” evidence to try 
to prove their point.  Some have claimed that people who hold to any “gap” 
theory are trying to fit Darwinian evolution into the scheme of things.  That is an 
invalid “straw man” because not all hold to that position.  Some, like me, believe 
there is a gap but not Darwinian evolution.  Microevolution too is not always 
necessarily for the better.) 

2. Belief:  They were destroyed by a catastrophe.  The 
catastrophe could be the judgment on the earth brought 
about by the fall of Satan or it could be the judgment on 
mankind at the Flood. 

3. The Biblical account does not include nor exclude with 
certainty the existence of these giant creatures before 
the flood of Noah. 

4. They actually could have existed when the angels 
walked the earth which would explain why we haven’t 
found human bones inside a T-Rex yet. 

 
8. How long was the gap?  Answer:  we don’t know. 

A. The various radiometric dating methods assume that there has 
been no significant change in radiation in the history of the 
world, yet the Bible clearly opens the door for significant and 
dramatic change. 

B. Radiation significantly affects mutations and life spans 
according to studies being conducted around Chernobyl 
concerning voles and other rodents. 

C. If there has been a radioactive bombardment of the earth or a 
releasing of radioactive materials from inside, then all the 
dating methods are subject to question since they are based 
on the half-life of radioactive isotopes. 

D. UV rays are known to affect aging, so if they increased or 
decreased upon a sample they could affect the readings taken 
by radiometric dating.  The point is that no one accounts for a 
global universal flood.  2 Pet 3:5-6 

E. Velikovsky’s catastrophic evolution. 
F. Conclusion:  the earth is old but how old is not measurable 

since it was created before time as we know it existed.  Cf 1:5 
(Day one) 

G. The argument for an old earth is valid.  The argument for 
Darwinian evolution is not.  One does not have to believe in 
Darwinian evolution to believe there is an old earth.  Heb 11:3 

H. We would be more accurate to say that there has been a young 
habitation of the old earth. 
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9. The events described from this verse forward refer to a restoration of 
the earth that has something to do with man and the resolution of the 
conflict between God and Satan. 

 
10. The Sequence of events before time began: 
 A. God. 
 B. Universe. 
 C. Angelic Creation. 
 D. Angelic Fall. 
 E. Judgment on creation. 
 F. Sentence appealed. 
 G. Restoration of earth for the center of the battleground. 
 
11. What is important to “The Faith”?  God created the heavens and 

earth with the result that they have a beginning and are not eternal. 
 
12. Some put a “gap” after this verse, but that denies the clear usage of 

the word “HAYAH”, to become, in this chapter and does not account 
for Isaiah 45:18. 

 
Day One 

Genesis 1:3-5 
 
Gen 1:3  = Light Called Into Existence. 
 
Then God (Elohim) said, "Let there be light" (Qal IPF HAYAH in Jussive = “Let 
light be”; same word used in verse 2 + ‘OR = light; 121x); and there was light.   
(Qal IPF + wc HAYAH = and light became) 
 
1:3 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let light become;" and light became.   
 
Summary: 
1. This is a command for light to come into existence out of nothing. 
(Song: Awesome God:  ‘spoke into the darkness and created the Light’) 
 
2. The Godhead decreed it, the Son executed the decree.  Col 1:16-17 
For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities —  all things have 
been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together.  
 
3. God maintains control over His creation no matter what physical 

phenomena may exist or cease to exist.  Zech 14:6-7 
In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. 7 For it will be a 
unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come 
about that at evening time there will be light.  
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4. The light source for the Eternal State will be God Himself.  Rev 22:1-5 
Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the 
river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every 
month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3  There will 
no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
His bond-servants will serve Him; 4 they will see His face, and His name will be 
on their foreheads. 5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have 
need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will 
illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.  
 
5. Light as we know it has three primary properties: 

A. It is “Actinic” which refers to energy capable of bringing about 
change. 

B. It is “Luminiferous” which refers to its ability to be transmitted 
and seen. 

C. It is “Calorific” which means that it conveys heat. 
 

6. God’s Word argues against any great expanses of time for Day One 
to occur.  Psa 33:6,9 

 
7. Time as we know it was not a consideration when this event 

occurred, but it soon began.  (If it cannot be measured why do we 
continue to try to do so?) 

 
8. With all man’s observations of the known physical heavens and 

earth, they simply describe the way that God is doing things now, 
not the way He has always done or will always have to do things. 

 
9. God is not bound to the “laws of physics.” 
(God is Light and Energy as their Primary Source, not in His Substance) 
 
Gen 1:4  = Light And Darkness Separated. 
 
(And) God saw (Qal IPF + w.c. RA’AH = it would be an instantaneous act 
occurring with the command) that the light was good (TOBH = good, 
beautiful, pleasant); and God (Elohim) separated (Hiph IPF + wc BADHAL = 
42x; always in Hiphil and Niphal {when used of a volitional requirement on 
an individual, such as a priest}; He caused to divide, distinguish + BIYN = 
between) the light from (and between) the darkness.  
 
1:4 L.T. = And Elohim saw the light that it was good and Elohim caused to 
distinguish between the light and between the darkness. 
 
Summary: 
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1. Three separations/distinctions are made in this chapter: 
 A. Light from darkness.  1:4 
 B. Waters above from waters below.  1:6-7 
 C. Lights to separate day from night.  1:14,18 
 
2. Notice the pattern of the Restoration process on the six days: 
 A. Divine Decree to do something. 
 B. Divine Execution of the Decree.  
 C. Divine Proclamation of good.  
 D. Divine Formation into usefulness.  
 E. Divine Designation. 
 
3. There is no darkness in God, therefore something happened that 

brought it about so as to precede this newly created light.  1 John 1:5 
This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is 
Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  
 
4. Darkness is clearly associated with “sin” and “evil” in Scripture, so 

this lends further proof to the Fall of Satan prior to these events.  
John 1:4-5  In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend 
(overpower) it.  John 3:19  "This is the judgment, that the Light has come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their 
deeds were evil.  John 8:12  Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I 
am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, 
but will have the Light of life."  

 
5. Division from God occurs when sin enters the picture.  Isa 59:1-2 
Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short That it cannot save;  Nor is His ear so dull 
That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you 
and your God, And your sins have hidden His  face from you so that He does not 
hear.  
 
6. This description of physical events has spiritual counterparts, so 

that one will seek the “True Light” and not stay in “spiritual 
darkness.”  John 12:46 

I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not 
remain in darkness.  
 A. When one believes in Jesus Christ, His Light can shine 

 through you to others.  2 Cor 4:6 
For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone 
in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ.  
 B. That in fact is our calling. 1 Peter 2:9 



 15

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  
 
7. To reject the validity of the historical accuracy of these events 

though is to question the accuracy of the Scriptures. 
 
Gen 1:5  = The First Two Designations. 
 
(And) God called (Qal IPF + w.c. QARA’ = to name, call or designate) the 
(that which He had just created) light day (YOM = the time period in which 
the ‘OR shone), and the darkness (CHOSHEK = 80x; opposite of “light”) He 
called night (LAYLAH = 227x, the designation of the time period where there 
was not light; opposite of “day”). And there was (Qal IPF + w.c. HAYAH = it 
became) evening (‘EREBH = 134x = evening; none of the usages of this 
word or the word for “morning” have any figurative usage anywhere in the 
Old Testament) and there was morning (BOQER = 214x; morning; this word 
is not used in a figurative sense either), one day (‘ECHADH YOM = cardinal 
number; one that stands by itself = day one, not “first” as in relation to 
something else.  Comment:  the ordinals are used after this, first, second… 
etc., ordinals with the word “day” are never used in a metaphorical sense 
in the Old Testament, but only with 24 hour days.). 
 
1:5 L.T. = And Elohim called the light day, and the darkness He called night.  
And it became evening and it became morning, one day. 
 
Summary: 
1. Some divine designations in Genesis 1: 
 A. Light (‘OR) called day (YOM).  1:5 
 B. Darkness (CHOSHEK) called night (LAYLAH) 1:5 
 C. The expanse called heaven.  1:8 
 D. The dry land called earth.  1:10 
 E. The gathering of waters called seas.  1:10 
 
2. God here establishes time as we know it. 
 
3. In the Old Testament the word “day” (YOM) is frequently used to 

describe time periods other than literal 24 hour days. 
 
4. However, the words evening (‘EREBH) and morning (BOQER) are 

never used that way in the Old Testament. 
 
5. Nor is the word “day” with an ordinal number (first, second, etc.) 

ever used for a period of time greater than 24 hours in the Old 
Testament. 
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6. God separated light and darkness on earth and designated the 
period of light as day and the period of darkness as night, even 
before there was a sun and moon. 

 
7. Conclusion:  Whatever is described on these days took place in 24 

hours or less. 
 
8. People who are looking to prove a point often stop looking when 

they a believe their point is proven.  An example is when one finds 
the use of the word “day” in a metaphorical sense, but fails to 
consider the other statements around it.  If evening and morning 
were not used and second, third and fourth days, etc., were not used 
then there would be an opening to allow for extended periods of 
time. 

(that is very poor hermeneutics and denies the analogy of the faith and the 
accuracy of Scripture) 
 
9. It is possible however at this point to say that there were periods of 

time between these 24 hour days. One must ask “why?” 
 
10. What is important to “The Faith”?  1:1-2 
 God created the heavens and earth with the result that they have a 

beginning and are not eternal. 
 
11. What is important to “The Faith”?  1:3-5 
 God calls into existence that which did not previously exist. 
  
1:3 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let light become;" and light became.   
1:4 L.T. = And Elohim saw the light that it was good and Elohim caused to 
distinguish between the light and between the darkness. 
1:5 L.T. = And Elohim called the light day, and the darkness He called night.  
And it became evening and it became morning, one day. 
 
1:1-5  = Original Creation And Day One.  Light from Darkness. 
1:6-8  = The Second Day.  Waters from Waters. 
 
Gen 1:6  = The Expanse. 
 
Then God said, "Let there be (Qal IPF jussive HAYAH = let become) an 
expanse (RAQIYA’ =  17x; to beat or stomp with the foot in order to spread 
out; used in) in the midst of the waters, and let it separate (Hiph Ptc BADHAL = 
cause to divide; Ptc indicates as an ongoing activity) the waters from the 
waters."  
 
1:6 L.T. =  The Elohim said, “Let there become an expanse in the midst of 
the waters, and let it cause to divide the waters from the waters.” 
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Gen 1:7  = The Design And Manufacture. 
 
And God made (Qal IPF + wc ‘ASHAH = to make something out of 
something; to make as compared to BARA’ meaning to make out of 
nothing) the expanse (RAQIYA’), and separated (caused to divide) the waters 
which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; 
and it was so (Qal IPF + w.c. HAYAH = it became so).  
 
1:7 L.T. = And Elohim made the expanse, and caused to divide the waters 
which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the 
expanse; and it became so. 
 
- Remember that water was already in existence. 
 
Gen 1:8  = The Third Designation. 
 
And God called the expanse (RAQIYA’ = the one between the waters) heaven 
(SHAMAYIM = heavens, not “the” heavens as in V1). And there was evening 
(‘EREBH) and there was morning (‘BOQER), a second day (Ordinal numbers 
follow, denote sequence; does not say “the second day” because ordinals 
do not usually have a definite article as they are implicitly definite).  
 
1:8 L.T. = And God called the expanse heaven.  And there was evening and 
there was morning, a second day. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Holy Spirit evidently was heating the water which caused some 

of it to rise up. 
 
2. God then distinguished between the water liquid and vapor by 

placing an atmosphere between the waters. 
 
3. They are further called the “waters below” and the “waters above.” 
 
4. The expanse is called “heavens” which is part of what is known as 

“the heavens” of verse 1. 
 
5. This formed a translucent canopy which is known as the “Ante-

diluvian canopy.” 
 
6. Now there are two things known as “heavens,” one of which speaks 

of His glory and the other declares the work of His hands.  Psa 19:1 
The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the 
work of His hands.  
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7. Anywhere in the atmosphere is a good place to praise Him.   
 Psa 150:1 
Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty expanse.  
 
8. Insight, because of the darkness of the last days, will be as valuable 

as the atmosphere.  Dan 12:3-4  (fresh air and water) 
Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of 
heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever 
and ever. But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until 
the end of time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase."  
 
9. Elohim is giving form to what was once “TOHU” meaning formless. 
 
1:6 L.T. =  The Elohim said, “Let there become an expanse in the midst of 
the waters, and let it cause to divide the waters from the waters.” 
1:7 L.T. = And Elohim made the expanse, and caused to divide the waters 
which were below the expanse from the waters which were above the 
expanse; and it became so. 
1:8 L.T. = And God called the expanse heaven.  And there was evening and 
there was morning, a second day. 
 
1:1-5  = Original Creation And Day One.  Light from Darkness. 
1:6-8  = The Second Day.  Waters from Waters. 
1:9-13  = The Third Day.  Dry Land and Vegetation. 
 
Gen 1:9  = Appearance Of Dry Land. 
 
Then God said, "Let the waters below the heavens be gathered (Niph IPF 
QAWAH = to gather together, usually by twisting; the word is normally 
translated as “wait” as in Isa 40:31; to twist strands of cord together to 
make a rope) into one place, and let the dry land (YABBASHAH = specifically 
looks at land that was once covered by water; cf Exodus 14:16,22,29) 
appear (Niph IPF RA’AH = to see)"; and it was (became) so.  
 
1:9 L.T. = Then Elohim said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered 
into one place and let the dry land be seen”; and it became so. 
 
Gen 1:10  = The Fourth And Fifth Designations. 
 
And God called the dry land earth (‘ERETZ), and the gathering of the waters He 
called seas (YAMIM); and God saw that it was good.  
 
1:10 L.T. = And Elohim called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the 
waters he called seas; and Elohim saw that it was good. 
 
Summary: 
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1. Most ancient records indicate the belief that there was only one land 
mass at the beginning of time. 

 
2. Some called it Gowandaland or Pangaea and could be a historical 

basis for stories of the mythical city of Atlantis. 
 

 
 
3. The indication is that the earth was fully covered with water and that 

either the “deep” got deeper (verse 2) or the land lifted up, or both. 
 
Gen 1:11  = Vegetation. 
 
Then God said, "Let the earth sprout (Hiph IPF DASHAH = the earth shall 
cause to sprout; grow green) vegetation (DESHA’ = generic name for green 
grass), plants (‘ESEBH = herbs, suitable for eating by animals or man) 
yielding seed (Hiph Ptc ZARA’ = causing seed), and fruit trees on the earth 
bearing (‘ASAH = making) fruit after their kind (LeMIYNO = lamedh = 
according to + ‘O’ = its + MIYN = 31x; genus and possibly species; cf Gen 
2:19-20 where Adam named the animals and birds; only about 140 of them)  
with seed in them"; and it was (became) so.  
 
1:11 L.T. = Then Elohim said, “Let the earth cause to grow green grass, 
herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind 
with seed in them”; and it became so. 
 
Summary: 
1. God designed the “dry land” which He called “earth” to contain the 

building blocks of plant life. 
 
2. His design was for vegetation to reproduce itself. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Pangaea_continents.png�


 20

3. His design was for plants to reproduce within its own species. 
(Kingdom {2}, Phyla {44}, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species {51,400}) 
 
4. Plant life did not become animal life or even other plant life. 
 
5. In God’s design, He caused certain “effects” that would become the 

“cause” of the next generation. 
 
Gen 1:12  = The Earth Responds. 
 
And the earth brought forth vegetation (Hipf IPF + w.c. YATZA’ = cause to 
come out; produce + green grass), plants (herbs) yielding seed after their 
kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that 
it was good.  
 
1:12 L.T. = And the earth caused to come out green grass, herbs yielding 
seed according to its kind and trees bearing fruit with seed in them after 
their kind, and Elohim saw that is was good. 
 
Summary: 
1. The title “Mother Earth” probably began from a realization of this 

fact. 
 
2. Elohim has already established a context of the “mother” having a 

“Primary Cause.”  
 
3. The Hindu’s took the earth as the “Primary Cause” of plant life and 

thus the thought evolved that the earth was a goddess to be 
worshipped. 

 
4. The earth does nothing apart from the Divine proclamation of its 

Creator. 
 
Gen 1:13  = The Third Day Closes. 
 
And there was evening (‘EREBH) and there was morning (‘BOQER), a third day.  
 
1:13 L.T. = and it became evening and it became morning, a third day.  
 
Summary: 
1. The earth responds to the divine command. 
 
2. Unconscious and inanimate objects are under His complete control 

and respond immediately. 
 
3. Conscious objects are yet to be reckoned with. 



 21

 
4. The problem of TOHU (formless) is solved. 
 
5. There is now an environment so that population can occur, which 

will solve BOHU. 
 
6. At the end of the 3rd day is: 
 A. Darkness and Light. 
 B. Liquid water and water vapor, separated by atmosphere. 
 C. Oceans, dry land and vegetation. 
 
Principle:  God made the earth suitable to accommodate mankind. 
 
1:9 L.T. = Then Elohim said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered 
into one place and let the dry land be seen.” 
1:10 L.T. = And Elohim called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the 
waters he called seas; and Elohim saw that it was good. 
1:11 L.T. = Then Elohim said, “Let the earth cause to grow green grass, 
herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind 
with seed in them”; and it became so. 
1:12 L.T. = And the earth caused to come out green grass, herbs yielding 
seed according to its kind and trees bearing fruit with seed in them after 
their kind, and Elohim saw that is was good. 
1:13 L.T. = and it became evening and it became morning, a third day.  
 
1:1-5  = Original Creation And Day One.  Light from Darkness. 
1:6-8  = The Second Day.  Waters from Waters. 
1:9-13  = The Third Day.  Dry Land and Vegetation. 
1:14-19 = The Fourth Day.  Lights in the heavens. 
 
Gen 1:14  = Lights Established. 
 
Then God said, "Let there be lights (MeOR = 19x; from light; luminaries; may 
either produce or reflect light; used in 1:16 of the sun and moon; use 
elsewhere by Moses of the Lampstand/Light of the Holy Place) in the 
expanse (RAQIYA’ = used to denote interstellar space) of the (definite article 
is here to contrast with verse 8) heavens to separate (Hiph BADHAL = to 
cause to distinguish between) the day from (and between) the night, and let 
them be for signs (‘OTH = a sign, pledge, token; a marker that points to 
something else; like the rainbow, Gen 9:12; circumcision, Gen 17:11; the 
plagues on Egypt, Exo; the Sabbath, Ex 31:13; the banner of the sons of 
Israel, Num 2:2; in N.T. “S8MEION” is used for miracles and markers of 
prophetic events) and for seasons (MO’EDH = appointed time, place, 
meeting; used for a seasonal marker {Gen 17:21}, for a place of assembly 
such as the Tabernacle or on Mount Olympus {Isa 14:13}; it is an appointed 
time of assembly; a calendar if you will; seasons mark the return to the 
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same point of orbit around the sun; time for the feasts and also the final 
markers of the end times {Dan 12:7}) and for days (YOM = simplest 
interpretation indicates a literal 24 hour day) and years (SHANA’ = 876x; in 
plural; years; this is the word used all through the genealogies);   
 
1:14 L.T. = Then God said, “Let there be luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause to distinguish between the day and between the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 
 
Summary: 
1. According to the Genesis scenario, “The Heavens” were formed 

before these lights were placed in them. 
A. Original creation.  1:1 
B. Light from Darkness.  1:2-5 
C. Waters from Waters.  1:6-8 
D. Dry Land and Vegetation.  1:9-13 

 
2. The earth was similar to this before it was judged, when the angels 

were the inhabitants.  Isa 14:12-14; Eze 28:9ff 
 
3. A “day” refers simply to a single rotation of the earth.  The new lights 

would be the markers of this rotation so that man would know of it. 
 (They were placed there for man to know when the earth rotated once, not 

God because God already knew when the earth rotated as well as the 
Angelic Beings.  {Job 38:7}) 

 
4. They were established to determine time-for someone else, since 

God had already been counting.  (Day one, etc., further evidence that 
this earth was made for mankind to exist) 

 
5. The earth, space, light, water and vegetation existed before the sun.  

(matter, creatures, space and time) 
 
6. God, being God, can do things in any order He chooses and is not, 

never has, and never will be “bound” by the “laws” of nature. 
 Zech 14:1-8 
 
7. God consolidated the primeval light into the sun and stars. 
  
8. When God finished placing them where He wanted them and lighting 

up the earth with them, He evidently set the speed of light. 
 (Remember that He is the Law Maker and not subject to it.  That is 

actually at the core of Sovereignty or Kingship.  These are not laws 
concerning moral issues but physical ones.  Therefore, He can change 
these at will without any moral consequences.  His Son ascended to 
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heaven, not bound by the law of gravity or the speed of light.  Angels 
going back and forth to God’s throne are not bound by the speed of light.) 

 
9. They had a four-fold purpose:  (what is truly important) 
 A. They were designed to teach as signs.  (‘OTH = sign) 
 B. They were designed as a calendar for recurring events.  

 (MO’EDH = season) 
 C. They were to mark a daily revolution.  (day) 
 D. They were to mark a solar position.  (year) 
 
10. In a Maskil (Wisdom Psalm) of Asaph concerning devastation of the 

land by the enemy, we find how to apply these days of restoration.  
Psa 74:12-17 

Yet God is my king from of old, Who works deeds of deliverance in the midst of 
the earth. 13  You divided the sea by Your strength;  You broke the heads of the 
sea monsters in the waters. 14  You crushed the heads of Leviathan;  You gave 
him as food for the creatures of the wilderness. 15  You broke open springs and 
torrents;  You dried up ever-flowing streams. 16 Yours is the day, Yours also is 
the night;  You have prepared the light (a luminary = lampstand) and the sun.  
17 You have established all the boundaries of the earth;  You have made 
summer and winter.  
 
11. The Lord is the “luminary” that exposes all things, even our secret 

sins.  Psa 90:8 
You have placed our iniquities before You, Our secret sins in the light (luminary) 
of Your presence.  
 
12. Relationship with the Lord illumines the heart.  Prov 15:29-33 
The Lord is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer of the righteous. 30  
Bright eyes gladden (are a luminary of) the heart; Good news puts fat on the 
bones. 31 He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof Will dwell among the 
wise. 32 He who neglects discipline despises himself, But he who listens to 
reproof acquires understanding. 33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction for 
wisdom, And before honor comes humility. 
 
1:14 L.T. = Then God said, “Let there be luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause to distinguish between the day and between the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 
 
Gen 1:15  = The Purpose Of The Luminaries. 
 
and let them be for lights (Qal PF + w.c. HAYAH = carries on the thought + 
Me’OR = luminaries; 1:14,15,16) in the expanse (RAQIYA = expanse) of the 
heavens to give light (Hiph Inf Construct ‘OR = to cause light) on the earth"; 
and it was (became) so.  
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1:15 L.T. = and let them become for luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause light on the earth; and it became so. 
 
Summary: 
1. The second “expanse” involves all of interstellar space. 
 
2. There is a second “waters above” at the throne of God.  Rev 21-22. 
 
3. The luminaries that came into existence were to be for signs, 

seasons, days and years. 
 
4. The primary purpose as “signs” is to lay out the gospel and give the 

plan of the ages.  (The Gospel in the Stars:  The Redeemer at the First 
Advent, The Redeemed, The Redeemer at the Second Advent) 

 
1:14 L.T. = Then God said, “Let there be luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause to distinguish between the day and between the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 
1:15 L.T. = and let them become for luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause light on the earth; and it became so. 
 
Gen 1:16  = The Description of the Luminaries. 
 
And God made (ASHAH = manufactured) the two great lights (luminaries), the 
greater light to govern (lamedh + fem sing noun MEMeSHALAH = 17x; for 
dominion; noun is significant here as it describes simply a territorial place 
and not the action of ruling or it would have been a verb; it is a subtle way 
to let us know that the Sun is not the one in charge, but rather the Son is.  
The Hebrew word “sun” {SHEMESH} is not used until Gen 15:12 and moon 
{YARACH} is not used until Gen 37:9), the day, and the lesser light to govern 
(same word = for dominion over) the night; He made (and) the stars also 
(KOKABH = 1st use of 37x; star; Psa 136:9 indicates that they rule also).  
 
1:16 L.T. = and Elohim made the two great luminaries, the greater luminary 
for dominion over the day, and the lesser luminary for dominion over the 
night;  and He made the stars also. 
 
Summary: 
1. The sun, moon and stars were made from existing material, evidently 

created when He made the heavens and the earth. 
 (comforting to know that He won’t get burned up or freeze to death) 
 
2. He is populating the heavens for man’s benefit, to teach and to mark 

time. 
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3. This structuring of the universe is called the “work of God’s fingers.”  
 Psa 8:3-9 
When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the 
stars, which You have ordained; 4  What is man that You take thought of him, 
And the son of man that You care for him? 5 Yet You have made him a little 
lower than God, And You crown him with glory and majesty! 6 You make him to 
rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, 7 All 
sheep and oxen, And also the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the heavens and 
the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas. 9  O Lord, 
our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all the earth! 
 
4. They are designed to remind us of His eternally loyal love.   
 Psa 136:5-9 
5 To Him who made the heavens with skill, For His lovingkindness is everlasting;  
6 To Him who spread out the earth above the waters, For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting; 7 To Him who made the great lights, For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting: 8 The sun to rule (for dominion) by day, For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting, 9 The moon and stars to rule (for dominion) by night, For His 
lovingkindness is everlasting.  
 
5. Appreciation of our Creator can sustain our souls in any 

circumstance of life.  Eccl 12:1-3 
Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days 
come and the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in them"; 2 
before the sun and the light, the moon and the stars are darkened, and clouds 
return after the rain; 3 in the day that the watchmen of the house tremble, and 
mighty men stoop, the grinding ones stand idle because they are few, and those 
who look through windows grow dim;  
 
1:14 L.T. = Then God said, “Let there be luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause to distinguish between the day and between the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 
1:15 L.T. = and let them become for luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause light on the earth; and it became so. 
1:16 L.T. = and Elohim made the two great luminaries, the greater luminary 
for dominion over the day, and the lesser luminary for dominion over the 
night;  and He made the stars also. 
 
Gen 1:17  = Their Primary Purpose. 
 
And God placed (NATHAN = gave) them in the expanse of the heavens to give 
(cause) light on the earth,  
 
1:17 L.T. = And Elohim gave them in the expanse of the heavens to cause 
light on the earth, 
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Summary: 
1. The sun, moon and stars were gifts from God. 
 
2. He placed them in the heavens, focused on the earth. 
 
 
3. One produces light, the other reflects it. Dan 12:3 
 (a picture of the relationship between our Lord and us)  
Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of 
heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever 
and ever.  Cf 1 Cor 15 
 
1:14 L.T. = Then God said, “Let there be luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause to distinguish between the day and between the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 
1:15 L.T. = and let them become for luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause light on the earth; and it became so. 
1:16 L.T. = and Elohim made the two great luminaries, the greater luminary 
for dominion over the day, and the lesser luminary for dominion over the 
night;  and He made the stars also. 
1:17 L.T. = And Elohim gave them in the expanse of the heavens to cause 
light on the earth, 
 
Gen 1:18  = Their Secondary Purposes. 
 
and to govern (Qal Inf Cons MASHAL = to rule over; here is the more active 
role that the sun will have on the earth, but in a secondary sense to the rule 
of the Lord) the day and the night, and to separate (Hiph Inf Construct 
BADHAL = to cause to distinguish between) the light from (between) the 
darkness; and God saw that it was good.  
 
1:18 L.T. = and to rule the day and the night, and to cause to distinguish 
between the light and between the darkness; and Elohim saw that it was 
good. 
 
Summary: 
1. The sun and moon will have rulership over the earth in a secondary 
 sense.  (a simple point but we must never forget it) 
 
2. The Lord has the ultimate rulership.  Psa 103:19 
The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, And His sovereignty rules 
over all.  
 
3. Here the distinction between the “light” and the “darkness” 

concerns man’s visible spectrum. 
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1:14 L.T. = Then God said, “Let there be luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause to distinguish between the day and between the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 
1:15 L.T. = and let them become for luminaries in the expanse of the 
heavens to cause light on the earth; and it became so. 
1:16 L.T. = and Elohim made the two great luminaries, the greater luminary 
for dominion over the day, and the lesser luminary for dominion over the 
night;  and He made the stars also. 
1:17 L.T. = And Elohim gave them in the expanse of the heavens to cause 
light on the earth, 
1:18 L.T. = and to rule the day and the night, and to cause to distinguish 
between the light and between the darkness; and Elohim saw that it was 
good. 
 
Gen 1:19  = The Close Of The Fourth Day. 
 
There was (it became) evening and there was (it became) morning, a fourth 
day.  
 
1:19 L.T. = and it became evening and it became morning, a fourth day. 
 
Summary: 
1. This fourth day established the sun, moon and stars. 
 
2. God has the power to do this and one day, near the beginning of the 

“day of the Lord” He will affect the sun, moon, stars, constellations 
and earth itself.  Isa 13:6-13  Prophecy of Babylon 

Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty.  
7 Therefore all hands will fall limp, And every man's heart will melt. 8 They will be 
terrified, Pains and anguish will take hold of them; They will writhe like a woman 
in labor, They will look at one another in astonishment, Their faces aflame. 9 
Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, To 
make the land a desolation; And He will exterminate its sinners from it. 10 For the 
stars of heaven and their constellations Will not flash forth their light; The sun 
will be dark when it rises And the moon will not shed its light. 11 Thus I will 
punish the world for its evil And the wicked for their iniquity; I will also put an end 
to the arrogance of the proud And abase the haughtiness of the ruthless. 12 I will 
make mortal man scarcer than pure gold And mankind than the gold of Ophir. 13 
Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken from its 
place At the fury of the Lord of hosts In the day of His burning anger.  
 
3. A “Word” put them into existence and a “Word” will turn them off.  
 Joel 3:14-17 
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in 
the valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their 
brightness. 16 The Lord  roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem, 
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And the heavens and the earth tremble. But the Lord is a refuge for His people 
And a stronghold to the sons of Israel. 17 Then you will know that I am the Lord 
your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, And 
strangers will pass through it no more.  
 
4. This is designed to teach mankind that eternal life is found in a 

person and not in any thing.  Psa 102:25-27 
Of old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 26 
"Even they will perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear out like a 
garment; Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. 27 "But 
You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end.  
 
5. At some point the Lord will “roll them up like a coat,” but neither He 

nor we will be affected by it.  Heb 1:10-12  (This is a dramatic picture of 
eternal life.  The “end of the world” won’t end it.) 

And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; 11 THEY 
WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD LIKE 
A GARMENT, 12 AND LIKE A MANTLE YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP; LIKE A 
GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE SAME, AND 
YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END."  
 
6. Even though heaven and earth will “wear out” like a garment, our 

salvation will not be affected by it.  Isa 51:5-6 
My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth, And My arms will judge 
the peoples; The coastlands will wait for Me, And for My arm they will wait 
expectantly. 6 "Lift up your eyes to the sky, Then look to the earth beneath; For 
the sky will vanish like smoke, And the earth will wear out like a garment And its 
inhabitants will die in like manner; But My salvation will be forever, And My 
righteousness will not wane.  
 
7. It is God’s word that stands forever.  Isa 40:7-8 
The grass withers, the flower fades,  When the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word 
of our God stands forever.  
 
8. What is important to “The Faith”?  1:1-2 
 A. God created the heavens and earth with the result that they 

 have a beginning and are not eternal.  1:1-2 
 B. God calls into existence that which did not previously exist. 

 1:3-5 
 C. God made earth for man, but regenerate man does not need 

 the earth to live.  (earth was just a platform on which to meet the 
 Creator) 

 
1:1-5  = Original Creation And Day One.  Light from Darkness. 
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1:6-8  = The Second Day.  Waters from Waters. 
1:9-13  = The Third Day.  Dry Land and Vegetation. 
1:14-19 = The Fourth Day.  Lights in the heavens. 
1:20-23 = The Fifth Day.  Fish and Birds. 
 
Gen 1:20  = Aquatic Life And Birds. 
 
Then God said (notice the simplicity of the fact that God is God; He did not 
have to repeat Himself), "Let the waters teem (3rd Masc Plural {agrees with 
“waters”; not like “Elohim” that takes a singular verb} Qal IPF in Jussive 
SHARATZ = 14x;  to creep or crawl or swarm) with swarms (noun SHERETZ 
= 15x; that which swarms) of living creatures (NEPHESH = 1st of 754x; the 
breath, soul, mind; the inanimate part, the essence of life + CHAYAH = adj. 
1st of 504x; life; this is in singular as compared to the plural of “lives” used 
for mankind; singular says literally “a live creature” but the verb shows 
that it is a collective; it is done this way to show each one is “according to 
its own kind”; i.e. start with one and multiply rapidly; each live creature), 
and let birds (‘OPH = 1st of 71x; bird) fly (Polel IPF in Jussive ‘OPH = let each 
bird fly) above the earth in the open (faces of the) expanse (RAQIYA = back to 
the expanse of the atmosphere) of the heavens."  
 
1:20 L.T. = The Elohim said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of each 
soul of life, and let each bird fly above the earth in the faces of the expanse 
of the heavens. 
 
Summary: 
1. Here is another divine command for something to come into 

existence. 
 
2. God has prepared the waters and the atmosphere and now is 

populating them, again solving the BOHU problem. 
 (What He made ready on D2 He populated on D5) 
 
3. In the waters were all that was necessary for aquatic life to exist. 
 
4. The atmosphere was designed for certain creatures to inhabit. 
 
5. Swarming things were listed as unclean.  Lev 11:41-45 
Now every swarming thing that swarms on the earth is detestable, not to be 
eaten. 42 'Whatever crawls on its belly, and whatever walks on all fours, 
whatever has many feet, in respect to every swarming thing that swarms on the 
earth, you shall not eat them, for they are detestable. 43 ' Do not render 
yourselves detestable through any of the swarming things that swarm; and you 
shall not make yourselves unclean with them so that you become unclean. 44 
'For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I 
am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming 
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things that swarm on the earth. 45 ' For I am the Lord who brought you up from 
the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy.'"  
 
1:20 L.T. = The Elohim said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of each 
soul of life, and let each bird fly above the earth in the faces of the expanse 
of the heavens. 
 
Gen 1:21  = More Divine Creation. 
 
And God created (BARA’ = out of nothing) the great sea monsters (TANNIYN = 
14x; used of “serpent” but that word is actually “NACHASH”; a dragon, 
sea-monster; only use in Genesis; 3x in Exodus) and every living creature 
(lit: creature of the life) that moves (Qal Ptc RAMASH = to creep or crawl, 
proper term for the motion of smaller animals that crawl on the ground; 
with feet, without feet, amphibious reptiles or land animals; in view here are 
reptiles that come out of the water; Gen 7:21), with which the waters swarmed 
after their kind (MIYN = cf 1:11,12), and every winged bird after its kind; and God 
saw that it was good.  
 
1:21 L.T. = And Elohim created the great sea monsters and every soul of 
life that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every 
winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.  
 
Summary: 
1. What God “created from nothing” was life itself. 
 
2. The aquatic animal bodies were manufactured from materials that 

were present in the waters, probably in a similar manner to which He 
made the land animals.  Gen 2:19 

Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of 
the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and 
whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name.  
 
3. If the materials and elements had eternally existed (which the Bible 

indicates they didn’t), it would still not explain where life came from. 
 (there will be more explanation of this sequence of events when the Lord 
 makes man and then man becomes a living being) 
 
4. Without life one just has an inanimate form, a structure. 
 
5. The Bible’s claim is that God gave life to various forms and here we 

see the fish and the birds. 
 
6. These living creatures were proclaimed “good.” 
 



 31

7. All aquatic life and birds were made according to its own genus and 
species.  (God is not bound to our taxonomic labels.  There are Creation 
scientists now working to develop a model called “speciation” that allows 
for a rapid multiplication of new species.) 

 
8. What is important to “The Faith”?  1:1-2 
 A. God created the heavens and earth with the result that they 

 have a beginning and are not eternal.  1:1-2 
 B. God calls into existence that which did not previously exist. 

 1:3-5 
 C. God made earth for man, but regenerate man does not need 

 the earth to live.   
 D. There is One Designer of all plant life, aquatic life and birds. 
 
1:20 L.T. = The Elohim said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of each 
soul of life, and let each bird fly above the earth in the faces of the expanse 
of the heavens. 
1:21 L.T. = And Elohim created the great sea monsters and every soul of 
life that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every 
winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.  
 
Gen 1:22  = A Blessing and Command. 
 
And God blessed (Piel IPF BARAK = 1st of 327x; to kneel down, bend the 
knees; only a few times in the Niphal and Hithpael, the rest in Piel) them 
(the sea monsters, the aquatic creatures, the birds), saying, "Be fruitful (Qal 
Imp PARAH = 29x; to bear fruit) and multiply (Qal Imp RABAH = 224x; 
become multiplied), and fill (Qal Imp MALA’ = 247x; fill; KJV has “replenish” 
but the word means to fill with no reference to previous conditions) the 
waters in the seas (YAM = 2nd use; 1:10), and let birds multiply on the earth."  
 
1:22 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  
 
Summary: 
1. God “knelt down” and touched the animal kingdom, obviously not to 

worship it but to instruct it. 
 (think about the applications there, like when God became man) 
 
2. In context, to “bless” is to proclaim good and give an assignment. 
 
3. The fish are to be fruitful, multiply and fill the seas. 
 
4. While the birds are just to be fruitful. 
 
5. They are equipped to reproduce within their own kind. 
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6. God established their boundaries. 
 (He will do the same for man but in a much more extensive manner) 
 
1:20 L.T. = The Elohim said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of each 
soul of life, and let each bird fly above the earth in the faces of the expanse 
of the heavens. 
1:21 L.T. = And Elohim created the great sea monsters and every soul of 
life that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every 
winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.  
1:22 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  
 
Gen 1:23  = The Close of the Fifth Day. 
 
And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.  
 
1:23 L.T. = And it became evening and it became morning, a fifth day.  
 
Summary: 
1. All the birds and swarming things, except the ones on the Ark, died 

in the Flood.  Gen 7:20-22 
The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains were covered. 21  
All flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every 
swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; 22 of all that was 
on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died.  
 
2. Every creature on the ark was instructed to “swarm” again.  Gen 8:17 
"Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you, birds and 
animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, that they may breed 
abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth."  
 
3. Even the people.  Gen 9:7 
"As for you, be fruitful and multiply;  Populate the earth abundantly and multiply in 
it."  
 
4. The sons of Israel fulfilled that command.  Ex 1:7 
But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and multiplied, and 
became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled with them.  
 
1:20 L.T. = The Elohim said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of each 
soul of life, and let each bird fly above the earth in the faces of the expanse 
of the heavens. 
1:21 L.T. = And Elohim created the great sea monsters and every soul of 
life that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every 
winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.  
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1:22 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  
1:23 L.T. = And it became evening and it became morning, a fifth day.  
 
1:1-5  = Original Creation And Day One.  Light from Darkness. 
1:6-8  = The Second Day.  Waters from Waters. 
1:9-13  = The Third Day.  Dry Land and Vegetation. 
1:14-19 = The Fourth Day.  Lights in the heavens. 
1:20-23 = The Fifth Day.  Fish and Birds. 
1:24-31 = The Sixth Day.  Land Animals and Man 
2:1-3  = The Seventh Day. 
 
Gen 1:24  = Land Animals. 
 
Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth (Hiph IPF YATZA’ = cause to go out; 
the earth was given this causal sense) living creatures (NEPHESH + 
CHAYYAH = again in singular as would be appropriate with “after its kind”) 
after their (its) kind: cattle (BeHEMAH = 190x; fem, sing, noun; domestic 
animals; used of large land quadrupeds; ox, camels) and creeping things 
(masc sing noun REMESH = 17x; creeper) and beasts (fem. Sing. Noun 
CHAYYAH = 100x; wild animal) of the earth after their (its) kind"; and it was 
(became) so.  
 
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
 
Summary: 
1. God begins to populate the dry land. 
 A. Animals that would be domesticated by man, like cattle. 
 B. Creeping things like insects, reptiles etc. 

C. Wild animals that would not normally be domesticated by man, 
such as lions. 

 
2. He forms the animals from dirt, like He did the man.  Cf 2:19 
 
3. The Divine Taxonomy now includes: 
 A. Plants that are not classed as having a “soul of life.” 
 B. Fish. 
 C. Birds. 
 D. Amphibians. 
 E. Domesticatable animals. 
 F. Insects. 
 G. Wild animals. 
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1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
 
 
Gen 1:25  = Proclamation of Good. 
 
And God made (Qal IPF + w.c. ‘ASAH = make, manufacture, something from 
something) the beasts (CHAYYAH = each beast) of the earth after their (its) 
kind, and the cattle (BeHEMAH = each domestic animal) after their (its) kind, 
and everything that creeps (REMESH = every creeping thing) on the ground 
(‘ADAMAH = dirt, ground; 1st of 223x; what Adam was named after) after its 
kind; and God saw that it was good.  
 
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and Elohim saw that it was good.  
 
Summary: 
1. Each animal’s body is manufactured from existing material, as is 

man’s. 
 
2. It is formed according to its own kind and gender, as is man’s. 
 (the difference will be found in verse 26 & 27) 
 
3. The wild beasts were herbivorous and not antagonistic until the Fall.  
 Cf 1:30  (they were by the time of writing which is why Moses could use 
 these words) 
  
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and Elohim saw that it was good.  
 
Gen 1:26  = The Plan to Make Man. 
 
Then God said, "Let Us make (Qal IPF 1 common plural ‘ASAH = Let us 
make; most every commentator in Church history viewed this as the 
Trinity; Philo the allegorist viewed it as addressing the spirits around the 
throne; Gen 2:7,22 say the spirits had nothing to do with it) man (‘ADAM = 
1st of 552x; mankind) in Our image (TZELEM = 1st of 17x; something cut out, 
a likeness; used 5x in Genesis but only with reference to the image of God; 
later it is only used of the images of idols who are the counterfeits; a 
reference to the essence of the soul including self-consciousness and 
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volition), according to Our likeness (conjunction KIY = according to a 
standard; + DeMUTH = 1st of 25x; 3x in Genesis; 5:1,3; a likeness, pattern, 
resemblance; used 10x in Ezek 1 where it is translated “likeness” the key is 
the word “Our” which indicates something beyond simply that which is 
possessed by TZELEM; many early commentators viewed this to be the 
ethical side of God); and let them (at least two) rule (Qal IPF 3rd common 
plural RADHAH = 1st of 24x; a word that means to dominate; subdue; this is 
different from MASHAL which the sun, moon and stars do in that this has 
the volitional ability to change the harshness required to subdue; indicates 
a wise rulership) over the fish (DAGHAH = 15x; fish; the swarming things of 
the waters are now designated as “fish”) of the sea and over the birds (each 
bird) of the sky (heavens) and over the cattle (each domestic animal) and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
 
1:26 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them wisely rule over the fish of the sea 
and over each bird of the heavens and over each domestic animal and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
 
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and Elohim saw that it was good.  
1:26 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them wisely rule over the fish of the sea 
and over each bird of the heavens and over each domestic animal and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
 
Gen 1:27  = The Creation of Mankind. 
 
And God created (Qal IPF + w.c. BARA’ = out of nothing) (the) man in His own 
image (TZELEM = image; the suffix is 3 masc sing.  Notice that it the “let 
us” is now “His”), in the image (TZELEM) of God He created him (Qal Pf 
BARA’ = out of nothing + “him” = “the man”); male (ZACAR = 1st of 82x; 
word means pointed and has a direct reference to the male sexual organ) 
and female (NeQEBHAH = 22x; the verb means to pierce or bore, the noun 
form referred to that which was left when pierced or bored and had a direct 
reference to the female sexual organ)  He created them (Qal PF BARA’ + 
plural = male and female).  
 
1:27 L.T. = And Elohim created the man in His own image, in the image of 
Elohim He created him; male and female He created them.  
 
Summary: 
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1. The plan was a unanimous decision of the Trinity. 
 (There was not a dissenting vote) 
 
2. God’s “image” included His self-consciousness and ability to decide, 

(volition). 
A. This is important for failure to recognize it in another person 

makes one guilty of a lack of function in God’s likeness.  
James 3:8-9 

But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 9 
With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been 
made in the likeness of God;  

B. Unjustly taking another’s life, because they are made in God’s 
image, makes one worthy of capital punishment.  Gen 9:6 

Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of 
God He made man.  
 C. Man would have a concept of eternity.  Eccl 3:11 
He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their 
heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the 
beginning even to the end.  
 D. Man would have a sense of right and wrong.  Rom 2:14-15 
For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the 
Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the 
work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their 
thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them,  
 
3. His “likeness” refers to how the self-consciousness and volition are 

used. 
A. Notice that God made man in His “image,” but not in His 

“likeness.” 
 B. The likeness was reserved for spiritual growth.  Gen 5:3 
When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a 
son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.  
 
4. These two things are what distinguish mankind from animals. 
 
5. God created out of nothing the living part of mankind. Gen 2:7 
Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life (lives); and man became a living being (NEPHESH = 
soul).   (we will find out later that He ‘ASAH the body, He ‘YATSAR’d it into a 
form, then imputed from His own breath that which made it alive.) 
 
6. He created them ready for sex so that they could fulfill the command. 
 
7. They were created physically and intellectually mature but not 

spiritually mature. 
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8. Spiritual maturity requires information, understanding and making 
wise decisions. 

 
9. There exists a male and female soul that are designed to 

complement each other.  Gen 2:18 
Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a 
helper suitable for him."  
 
10. Chapter 2 will give some of the details. 
 
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and Elohim saw that it was good.  
1:26 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them wisely rule over the fish of the sea 
and over each bird of the heavens and over each domestic animal and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
1:27 L.T. = And Elohim created the man in His own image, in the image of 
Elohim He created him; male and female He created them.  
 
Gen 1:28  = The Blessing and Commands to Mankind. 
 
And God blessed (Piel Pf BARAK = knelt down, humbled Himself; not what 
ALLAH is said to do) them (the male and the female-Adam and Eve); and 
God said to them (Adam and Eve), "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, 
and subdue it (Qal Imp 2 masc plural KABHASH = 1st of 14x; to tread with 
the feet; clearly used in the OT as a military term; it is OK to walk on the 
grass); and rule (RADHAH = same word as in verse 26 of the plan; this is a 
word that indicates the rule of a king, like Solomon {1 Kgs 4:24}, but 
cautions against severity {Lev 25:43,46}; it is ) over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds (each bird) of the sky (heavens) and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth."  
 
1:28 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them; and Elohim said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and wisely rule over the fish 
of the sea and over each bird of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth."  
 
Summary: 
1. God communicates His plan to the man and woman. 
 
2. The first three commands are like the ones given to the fish 

concerning the seas and involve reproduction. 
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3. The first part of blessing to the man and woman involved their sex 

life and reproduction of their own kind. 
A. Notice that if God told mankind to fill the earth He would see 

that there is provision for its inhabitants.  (mankind will not 
starve because of overpopulation) 

B. Man’s attempts at population control are counter to God’s 
Divine Design. 

C. They had no children prior to the Fall, so the indication is that 
the Fall did not take long. 

 
4. To “subdue” the earth is a word used exclusively in a military sense 

in the Old Testament, so there is a clear inference that there is a 
battle for rulership of the earth. 

 
5. Therefore, it was known from the beginning that man would be 

involved in a battle, which is identified as the Angelic Conflict. 
 
6. The battle would already be going on. 
 (with the purpose of man being here to play a part in the resolution of the 

Angelic Conflict, it seems to be more ridiculous to believe that man 
descended/ascended through a series of hominid creatures.) 

 
7. “Subdue” is a call to victory. 
 
8. Mankind was also given authority over all aquatic life, birds and land 

animals, which he was to use wisely. 
 
9. This is the call to stewardship over God’s resources. 
 (The term “natural” resources can sometimes infer evolution.  They are 

only “natural” because they are found in nature. 
 
10. These created things are not to be worshipped.  Rom 1 
 
Fruitful-multiply-fill-subdue-rule 
 
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and Elohim saw that it was good.  
1:26 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them wisely rule over the fish of the sea 
and over each bird of the heavens and over each domestic animal and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
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1:27 L.T. = And Elohim created the man in His own image, in the image of 
Elohim He created him; male and female He created them.  
1:28 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them; and Elohim said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and wisely rule over the fish 
of the sea and over each bird of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth."  
 
Gen 1:29  = Provision for Mankind. 
 
Then God said, "Behold (HINNEH = 1st of 841x; interjection; pay attention), I 
have given (Qal PF 1S = I have given; notice Elohim again with a singular 
verb) you (you all = man and woman) every plant (‘ESEBH = cf 1:11,12; 
edible herb; make on D+3) yielding seed that is on the surface (faces) of all the 
earth, and every tree (‘ETZ = 330x; cf 1:11,12; tree, wood; picture of strength) 
which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food (‘AKLAH = 1st of 18x; Noah told to 
take it on the Ark {Gen 6:21}; manna called this {Ex 16:21}; fruit {Lev 25:6}; 
beasts of the field {Jer 12:9}) for you (all);  
 
1:29 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Behold, I have given you all every herb 
yielding seed that is on the faces of all the earth, and every tree which has 
fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you all;  
 
Summary: 
1. At this point God has established fruits and vegetables for man’s 

physical sustenance. 
 
2. God had provided for man 3 days earlier. 
 
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and God saw that it was good.  
1:26 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them wisely rule over the fish of the sea 
and over each bird of the heavens and over each domestic animal and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
1:27 L.T. = And God created the man in His own image, in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He created them.  
1:28 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them; and Elohim said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and wisely rule over the fish 
of the sea and over each bird of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth."  
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1:29 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Behold, I have given you all every herb 
yielding seed that is on the faces of all the earth, and every tree which has 
fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you all;  
 
Gen 1:30  = Provision for Animals. 
 
and to every beast (CHAY = wild animal) of the earth and to every bird of the 
sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life (BO’ = in it + 
NEPHESH = 4th of 754x; cf 1:20,21,24; soul + CHAYYAH = singular; life) a  , I 
(Elohim viewed again as one) have given every green plant (YEREQ = 1st of 
6x; green + ‘ESEBH = herb) for food"; and it was (became) so.  
 
1:30 L.T. = and to every wild beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky 
and to every thing that moves on the earth which has in it a soul of life, I 
have given every green herb for food"; and it became so.  
 
Summary: 
1. At this point in time there were no carnivores on the earth. 
 
2. All land animals and birds were herbivorous. 
 
3. After the Fall of man, the indication is that mankind was permitted to 

eat the flesh of “clean” animals, for the designation of a “clean” 
animal indicates a dietary standard is in place.  Gen 7:2,8 

 
4. The Lord clearly changed the vegetarian status of man after the 

Flood.  Gen 9:3 
 
5. In the Millennial Kingdom all land animals will again be vegetarian.  

Isa 11:6-10; 65:25 
And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young 
goat, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will 
lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie down 
together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will play by 
the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 
They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the sea. 10 Then in that day The 
nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; 
And His resting place will be glorious.  
 
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and Elohim saw that it was good.  
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1:26 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them wisely rule over the fish of the sea 
and over each bird of the heavens and over each domestic animal and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
1:27 L.T. = And Elohim created the man in His own image, in the image of 
Elohim He created him; male and female He created them.  
1:28 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them; and Elohim said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and wisely rule over the fish 
of the sea and over each bird of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth."  
1:29 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Behold, I have given you all every herb 
yielding seed that is on the faces of all the earth, and every tree which has 
fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you all;  
1:30 L.T. = and to every wild beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky 
and to every thing that moves on the earth which has in it a soul of life, I 
have given every green herb for food"; and it became so.  
 
Gen 1:31  = The Proclamation of Good on the Sixth Day. 
 
And God saw (Qal IPF + w.c. RA’AH = 6th time God looked and saw) all that 
He had made (Qal PF ‘ASAH = made, manufactured), and behold (HINNEH = 
pay attention), it was (“it was” not in text, did not “become” something; it 
already was something) very good (TOBH = good + ME’ODH = very). And 
there was (it became) evening and there was (it became) morning, the sixth day 
(the other designations of 2nd, 3rd day etc., DO NOT have “the” with them; 
this is as clear a way to present a literal week that there is in the Hebrew; 
day one, a 2nd day… the 6th day.). 
 
1:31 L.T. = And Elohim saw all that He had made, and behold-very good. 
And it became evening and it became morning, the sixth day. 
 
Summary: 
1. God places everything in perfect working order. 
 
2. He has solved the problems of TOHU and BOHU. 
 
3. It is supremely organized with everything designed to work in perfect 

harmony. 
 
4. It does recognize that there is already a battle raging. 
 
5. God saw: 
 A. The Light and Darkness.  D + 1 
 B. The different locations and functions of the waters.  D + 2 
 C. The dry land and vegetation.  D + 3 
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D. The sun, moon and stars, set for signs, seasons, days and 
years.  D + 4 

E. The aquatic life and birds.  D + 5 
F. Animals and man.  D + 6 
 

6. Taken all together it was “very good.” 
 
7. This indicates that the woman was made on the 6th day, for man 

without her was “not good.” 
 
8. The earth has a perfect environment, so “environmental 

determinism” is put to the test. 
 A. Perfect environment should continue to be perfect. 
 B. One thing was left with the potential for imperfection. 
 C. That is the decisions of the man and woman that are to be in 

 the “likeness” of God, the DEMUTH. 
 
9. The Biblical description of this process was 7 literal days. 
 
10. To take it as figurative or mythical greatly affects one’s worldview for 

God very carefully laid out the literal design. 
 
1:24 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let the earth bring forth each soul of life 
after its kind: each domestic animal and creeping thing and wild beast of 
the earth after its kind"; and it became so.  
1:25 L.T. = And Elohim made each beast of the earth after its kind, and each 
domestic animal after its kind, and every creeping thing on the ground after 
its kind; and God saw that it was good.  
1:26 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Let Us make mankind in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them wisely rule over the fish of the sea 
and over each bird of the heavens and over each domestic animal and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
1:27 L.T. = And God created the man in His own image, in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He created them.  
1:28 L.T. = And Elohim blessed them; and Elohim said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and wisely rule over the fish 
of the sea and over each bird of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth."  
1:29 L.T. = Then Elohim said, "Behold, I have given you all every herb 
yielding seed that is on the faces of all the earth, and every tree which has 
fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you all;  
1:30 L.T. = and to every wild beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky 
and to every thing that moves on the earth which has in it a soul of life, I 
have given every green herb for food"; and it became so.  
1:31 L.T. = And Elohim saw all that He had made, and behold-very good. 
And it became evening and it became morning, the sixth day. 
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Genesis 2 

 
Extended Outline: 
 A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
  1.  The Creation Of The World And Man. (1-2) 
   A. Original Creation.  1:1 
   B. Day One.  1:2-5 
   C. The Second Day.  1:6-8 
   D. The Third Day.  1:9-13 
   E. The Fourth Day.  1:14-19 
   F. The Fifth Day.  1:20-23 
   G. The Sixth Day.  1:24-31 
   H. The Seventh Day.  2:1-3 
   I. The Man and the Garden.  2:4-9 
   J. The River and its Branches.  2:10-14 
   K. The Test.  2:15-17 
   L. The Woman.  2:18-25 
 
Opening comment:  The first three verses summarize Chapter 1 and give an 
introduction to Chapter 2. 
 
Gen 2:1 = Summary Verse. 
 
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed (Pual IPF KALAH = 1st of 
206x; in Qal stem it means completed; in Piel/Pual it means totally 
completed; 1x in Pual; passive voice; another clear way of saying that 
someone did this for they were acted on by an outside force; the word is 
always, except here, a very active word with the subject completing an 
action.  It will be used that way of God in verse 2), and all their hosts (TZeBA’ 
= 1ST of 486x; root means an “organized grouping”; used primarily of 
“armies”; can be used of human or angelic armies, the Lord of the armies, 
heavenly bodies; it is a word that looks more at the organization than the 
numbers).  
 
2:1 L.T. = Thus the heavens and the earth were totally completed, and all 
their hosts.  
 
Summary: 
1. This verse indicates that everything described in Chapter 1 is fully 

completed. 
 
2. TOHU and BOHU have been remedied and the new universal society 

has order, as one would expect from God. 
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3. Everything is focused on man’s habitation of planet earth and it is all 
perfect. 

 
4. Some of the “organized groupings” or “hosts” (like mankind) only 

have two representatives at this time. 
 
2:1 L.T. = Thus the heavens and the earth were totally completed, and all 
their hosts.  
 
Gen 2:2  = The Timing. 
 
And by the seventh (SHeBHIY’IY = seventh; 1st of 98x) day God completed 
(Piel IPF + wc KALAH = to completely finish) His work (MeLA’KAH = 1st of 
167x; work or occupation, business; in Exo 20:9-10, the Law says to not do 
any of this) which He had done (Qal PF ‘ASAH = made/manufactured), and 
He rested (Qal IPF + wc SHABAT = 1st of 71x; to cease, desist, rest) on the 
seventh day from all His work which He had done (Qal PF as Pluperfect = had 
done).  
 
2:2 L.T. = And by the seventh day Elohim totally completed His work which 
He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He 
had done.  
 
Gen 2:3  = The Blessing. 
 
Then God blessed (Piel IPF BARAK = same verb as 1:22,28; knelt down, 
blessed, enters into one’s presence) the seventh day (in the sequence) and 
sanctified it (Piel IPF + wc QADASH = 1st of 175x; to set apart, be pure, clean, 
designate something as holy; only appearance in Genesis), because (KIY = 
because, the reason) in it (BO’ = in or on it) He rested (Qal PF SHABAT = He 
rested) from all His work which God had created (Qal PF BARA’ = out of 
nothing; initial creation 1:1) and made (Qal Inf ‘ASAH + Lamedh prefix = for 
the purpose of manufacturing).  
 
2:3 L.T. = Then Elohim blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because 
in it He rested from all His work which Elohim had created for the purpose 
of manufacturing.  
 
Summary: 
1. The work of restoration was completed by the 7th day. 
 
2. The proposition is clearly established that God made things from 

nothing for the purpose of making them into something. 
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3. This day is 24 hours because it occurs with an ordinal number (7th), 
but it lacks the identifier of “evening and morning,” so it extends for 
God beyond the 24 hours and involves His creative activity. 
A. With the creation of the heavens and earth, the soul of animals 

and the soul of man, God’s “creation from nothing” ceased.  
Gen 1:1,21,27; 2:3; 5:1; Deut 4:32 are the only places Elohim is 
said to “create.”  (Yahweh is said to “create” in Num 16:30; Isa 4:5 
and Jer 31:22 but it involves circumstances and conditions rather 
than something out of nothing) 

 B. In contrast, the manufacturing work does not cease forever.   
  Psa 118:21-24 
I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, And You have become my 
salvation. 22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner 
stone. 23 This is the Lord's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day 
which the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Psa 135:6-7  
Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in 
all deeps. 7  He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who 
makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries.  
 
4. God clearly set some things in motion which would then be normally 

governed by the physical laws that He established. 
(Deists start with a correct observation but then fail to realize other factors that 
qualify it.  God does intervene in space and time which is even taught by the fact 
that He “blessed” His creation, meaning He knelt down to meet it.  He did not 
make it then leave it alone forevermore.) 
 
5. The Sabbath Day was set aside from the beginning (sanctified) and 

was reiterated in the Mosaic Law with explanation.  Exo 31:12-18 
(This is important because it lets us know that there were some laws before the 
Law of Moses.  We do not have a lot of them recorded though and must be very 
careful reading the Mosaic Law back into Genesis.  Rom 4:15; 5:13) 
12 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 13 "But as for you, speak to the sons of 
Israel, saying, 'You shall surely observe My Sabbaths; for this is a sign between 
Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the Lord 
who sanctifies you. 14 'Therefore you are to observe the sabbath, for it is holy to 
you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any 
work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 15 'For six days 
work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a sabbath of complete rest, 
holy to the Lord; whoever does any work on the sabbath day shall surely be put 
to death. 16 'So the sons of Israel shall observe the sabbath, to celebrate the 
sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant.' 17 "It is a sign 
between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from labor, and was refreshed." 18 
When He had finished speaking with him upon Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the 
two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written by the finger of God. 
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6. The weekly Sabbatical day of rest was given for the purpose of 
remembering His work in creation.  Exo 20:8-11 

(Interesting that He would have to remind the Jews about their Creator, but 
remember the group that left Egypt were grumblers.) 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 "Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it  you 
shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your 
female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 " For in six 
days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, 
and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and 
made it holy.  
 
7. In the seventh month, the Ark rested on Ararat.  Gen 8:4 
In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon 
the mountains of Ararat.  
 
8. In the seventh month the Fall Feasts were instituted.  Lev 23:23-28 
(The fact that it was the 7th month should have reminded them of the Flood of 
Noah and God’s judgment on mankind for sin, but the Feasts are not particularly 
set aside to remember Noah but to prepare for the coming Messiah.  Compare 
the symbolism of the Ark and the feasts) 
Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 "Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ' 
In the seventh month on the first of the month you shall have a rest, a reminder 
by blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. 25 'You shall not do any laborious 
work, but you shall present an offering by fire to the Lord.'" The Day of 
Atonement 26 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 27 "On exactly the tenth day of 
this seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for 
you, and you shall humble your souls and present an offering by fire to the Lord. 
28 "You shall not do any work on this same day, for it is a day of atonement, to 
make atonement on your behalf before the Lord your God.  
 
9. God also established a year of rest for the land every 7th year.   
 Exo 23:10-13  (this was a real test of faith) 
You shall sow your land for six years and gather in its yield, 11 but on the 
seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the needy of your people 
may eat; and whatever they leave the beast of the field may eat. You are to do 
the same with your vineyard and your olive grove. 12 " Six days you are to do 
your work, but on the seventh day you shall cease from labor so that your ox and 
your donkey may rest, and the son of your female slave, as well as your stranger, 
may refresh themselves. 13 "Now concerning everything which I have said to 
you, be on your guard; and do not mention the name of other gods, nor let them 
be heard from your mouth.  Lev 25:3-4  Six years you shall sow your field, and 
six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its crop, 4 but during the 
seventh year the land shall have a sabbath rest, a sabbath to the Lord; you shall 
not sow your field nor prune your vineyard.  
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10. The Church is not under the forms of the Mosaic Law.  Col 2:16-17 
Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to 
a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day —17 things which are a mere shadow 
of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.  
 
11. The reason is that there is a moment by moment rest available to the 

children of God.  Heb 4:1-16; Matt 11:28-30 
Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 
"Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 30 "For My yoke is easy and 
My burden is light." 
 
2:1 L.T. = Thus the heavens and the earth were totally completed, and all 
their hosts.  
2:2 L.T. = And by the seventh day Elohim totally completed His work which 
He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He 
had done.  
2:3 L.T. = Then Elohim blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because 
in it He rested from all His work which Elohim had created for the purpose 
of manufacturing.  
 
2:4-9  = Man Placed In The Garden. 
2:10-17 = The Rivers Of Eden. 
2:18-25 = The Woman Made For The Man. 
 
Gen 2:4  = Early History. 
 
This (These) is (are) the account (TOLeDOTH = fem. Plural noun; 1st of 39x; 
comes from word YALADH = beget; looks at a “generation” or the cause-
effect relationships of a sequence of events; looks back to the specific 
events of Days 1-6) of the heavens and the earth when they were created (Niph 
Inf BARA’ = were done by an outside force), in the day (on a day when) that 
the LORD God (YAHWEH = 1st of 6,828x = the personal or proper name of 
Elohim; the pronunciation “Jehovah” was unknown until 1520 when 
introduced by Galatinus; on the basis of Exo 20:7 = you shall not take the 
Name of the Lord your God in vain, it became a nomen ineffabile, meaning 
that man should not even say it because man is incapable of ascribing to 
Him the praise deserved; many modern scholars have believed His Name 
to be the Hiph IPF of HAYAH = meaning the One who causes to bring into 
existence + ELOHIM)  made (Qal Inf ‘ASAH = made) earth and heaven (s) (out 
of normal sequence; chapter 1 focus from “heavens” to “earth”; this focus 
is events on earth that reach into heaven).  
 
2:4 L.T. = These are the histories of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, on a day when Yahweh Elohim made earth and heavens.  
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Summary: 
1. “These are the histories” introduces 9 genealogical sections of 

Genesis. 
 A. The sequence of events concerning Adam and Eve.  2:4 
 B. The Genealogy of Adam.  5:1 
 C. Of Noah.  6:9 
 D. Of Shem.  11:10 
 E. Of Terah.  11:27 
 F. Of Ishmael.  25:12 
 G. Of Isaac.  25:19 
 H. Of Esau.  36:1 
 I. Of Jacob.  37:2 
 
2. This first “history” involves events from initial creation concerning 

man that lead up to the maturity of Seth, the son of Adam.  Gen 5:1 
(climatology, origin of man, habitat of man, topography, the commandment, the 
woman, the Fall, Cain and Abel, the corruption of mankind) 
 
3. Yahweh Elohim is now introduced as the 3rd member of the Trinity. 
 
4. This section describes to us events that impact all of mankind, for 

now the emphasis is clearly on inhabited earth. 
(in the last phrase earth occurs first, which is the first time it has when appearing 
with the word “heavens.”) 
 
2:4 L.T. = These are the histories of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, on a day when Yahweh Elohim made earth and heavens.  
 
Gen 2:5  = Attention to Detail. 
 
Now no shrub (SIYACH = 4x; generic term for a bush or shrub) of the field 
was yet (adv. tEREM = before, not yet, 1st of 56x) in the earth, and no plant 
(edible herb) of the field had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not sent rain 
(Hiph PF MAtAR = 1st of 17x; cause to send rain) upon the earth, and there 
was (adv. particle ‘AYIN = there does not exist) no man to cultivate (Qal Inf 
‘ABADH = to labor or serve another; the noun form of this word indicates a 
servant; man was to subdue, rule and serve)) the ground.  
 
2:5 L.T. = Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no edible herb 
of the field had yet sprouted, for Yahweh Elohim had not sent rain upon the 
earth, and there did not exist a man to cultivate the ground.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord has designed an interactive system with mutual service 

involved. 
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2. The plants made on day 3 had not even had time to sprout, which 
gives further proof to not only the literal 24 hour day but also to no 
gaps of time in between the days. 

 
3. The Lord gives two reasons that they had not yet sprouted: 
 A. No rain. 
 B. No man to serve. 
 
4. No mention of rain is made until the Flood.  Gen 7:4 
"For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty 
nights; and I will blot out from the face of the land every living thing that I have 
made."  
 
2:4 L.T. = These are the histories of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, on a day when Yahweh Elohim made earth and heavens.  
2:5 L.T. = Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no edible herb 
of the field had yet sprouted, for Yahweh Elohim had not sent rain upon the 
earth, and there did not exist a man to cultivate the ground.  
 
Gen 2:6  = What The Lord Did. 
 
But a mist (‘EDH = 2x; Job 36:27; water vapor) used to rise from the earth and 
water the whole surface of the ground.  
 
2:6 L.T. = But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole 
surface of the ground.  
 
Summary: 
1. This was how the Pre-Flood earth was watered. 
 
2. The Ante-diluvian canopy produced a greenhouse effect. 
 
3. This effect required: 
 A. A uniform temperature. 
 B. Lack of wind to any degree.   
  (caused by temperature differentials) 
 C. High humidity, which was ideal for plant life. 
 
4. Rivers were additional water sources.  2:10 
 
5. The canopy answers how plants survived without rain. 
 
6. It also would shield the earth from harmful rays of the sun, which 

could help us understand the longevity of man at that time. 
 
7. After the Flood, the mist would distill into rain.  Job 36:24-33 
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"Remember that you should exalt His work, Of which men have sung. 25 "All 
men have seen it; Man beholds from afar. 26 "Behold, God is exalted, and we do 
not know Him; The number of His years is unsearchable. 27 "For He draws up 
the drops of water, They distill rain from the mist, 28 Which the clouds pour 
down, They drip upon man abundantly. 29 "Can anyone understand the 
spreading of the clouds, The thundering of His pavilion? 30 "Behold, He spreads 
His lightning about Him, And He covers the depths of the sea. 31 "For by these 
He judges peoples; He gives food in abundance. 32 "He covers His hands with 
the lightning, And commands it to strike the mark. 33 "Its noise declares His 
presence; The cattle also, concerning what is coming up. 
 
2:4 L.T. = These are the histories of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, on a day when Yahweh Elohim made earth and heavens.  
2:5 L.T. = Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no edible herb 
of the field had yet sprouted, for Yahweh Elohim had not sent rain upon the 
earth, and there did not exist a man to cultivate the ground.  
2:6 L.T. = But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole 
surface of the ground.  
 
Gen 2:7  = The Event. 
 
Then the LORD God formed man (Qal IPF + wc YATZAR = 1st of 63x; to form 
like an artist forms a statue {Isa 44:9,10,12} BARA emphasizes how it came 
into existence; ‘ASAH emphasizes the components; YATZAR emphasizes 
the shape + HA’ADAM = the man) of dust from the ground (‘APHAR = dust; 1st 
of 110x; dry dirt, fine material + HA’ADAMAH = the ground emphasizing the 
substance out of which it is comprised), and (the Lord God) breathed (Qal 
IPF + wc 3rd Masc. Singular NAPHACH = 1st of 12x;  + Lord God is viewed as 
“He” not “them”; 1st of 12x; to breathe or blow as a blacksmith blows on a 
fire {Isa 54:16}; cause air to pass into an area) into his nostrils (‘APH = 1st of 
410x; the nasal passage; that can be flared when angry, anger is literally 
“showing your nostrils”) the breath of life (NeSHAMAH = 1st of 25x; breathe 
in the sense of the air that passes in and out of the lungs; not “spirit” 
which is often translated wind, breath, etc.; only other use in Genesis is 
7:22 to say that all creatures that had the “breathe of lives” died + 
CHAYYIM = LIVES in plural) ; and (the) man became (Qal IPF + wc HAYAH = 
became) a living being (Lamedh + NEPHESH = 754x; a soul + CHAYYAH = 
life; a living soul).  
 
2:7 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim formed the man of dust from the ground, 
and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of lives; and the man became 
living soul.  
 
Summary: 
1. God took dust from the ground and shaped it into a man, who is the 

only one made this way.  (no navel) 
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2. The context and grammar indicates that He is describing the events 

of the first individual man, Adam. 
 
3. The Holy Spirit is heavily involved in this.  Job 33:4 
"The Spirit (RUACH) of God (EL) has made (‘ASAH) me, And the breath 
(NESHAMAH) of the Almighty (SHADDAY) gives me life. 
(The making of Adam is a Trinitarian act) 
YAHWEH ELOHIM formed (YATSAR = cf 2:19 what He did to animals but 
not to Eve) the man then Yahweh Elohim blew (NAPHACH) air 
(NESHAMAH) that triggers lives (CHAYYIM) into the man’s nostrils (APH) 
and the man became (HAYAH) a living (CHAYAH) soul (NEPHESH).  
 
4. Removal of this breath results in physical death, with the formed 

body returning to dust.  Job 34:14-15 
If He should determine to do so, If He should gather to Himself His spirit 
(RUACH) and His breath (NESHAMAH), 15 All flesh would perish together, And 
man would return to dust.  
 
5.  So what?  Psa 150:6 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord!   
 
6. The animals are only said to have been created with a singular life, 

where man is said to have been created with more than one life. 
 
7. After the animals reproduced they are said to have “lives” which 

refers to their different functions of life.  Gen 6:17 
"Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh in which is the (a) breath of life (RUACH CHAYYIM = spirit of lives), from 
under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. Gen 7:15  So they 
went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which was the breath of life (a 
RUACH CHAYYIM = spirit of lives). Gen 7:21-22  All flesh that moved on the 
earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that 
swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; 22 of all that was on the dry land, all in 
whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died (all which has in it a 
NESHAMAH of RUACH CHAYYIM).  
 
8. Man’s second life is spiritual and thus has spiritual accountability. 
 
9. The soul is the immaterial part of man that contains the “image of 

God” wherein resides self-consciousness and the ability to decide. 
 
10. The Holy Spirit used the air as the physical trigger of the soul. 
 (78.08% nitrogen, 20.95% oxygen, 0.93% argon, 0.038% carbon dioxide) 
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11. Evidently the human spirit is brought into existence somewhere in 
this process, but the first mention in Genesis is Joseph.  Gen 41:8 

 
12. Job speaks regularly of his human spirit.  Job 7:11 
"Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit, I 
will complain in the bitterness of my soul. Job 10:12  'You have granted me life 
and lovingkindness; And Your care has preserved my spirit.   Job 17:1  "My spirit 
is broken, my days are extinguished, The grave is ready for me.  
 
2:4 L.T. = These are the histories of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, on a day when Yahweh Elohim made earth and heavens.  
2:5 L.T. = Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no edible herb 
of the field had yet sprouted, for Yahweh Elohim had not sent rain upon the 
earth, and there did not exist a man to cultivate the ground.  
2:6 L.T. = But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole 
surface of the ground.  
2:7 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim formed the man of dust from the ground, 
and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of lives; and the man became 
living soul.  
 
Gen 2:8  = The First Garden. 
 
And the LORD God planted (Qal IPF + wc NAtA’ = 1st of 58x; just what it says; 
He took some of what was growing and pout it in a specific location) a 
garden toward the east (from Moses perspective), in Eden (‘EDEN = 1st of 
14x; a luxury, something fine, delightful; a location); and there He placed the 
man whom He had formed.  
 
2:8 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; 
and there He placed the man whom He had formed.  
 
Summary: 
1. In the Lord’s manufacturing process He made a place of exceptional 

beauty and functionality for the man. 
 
2. Gardening would be something requiring knowledge, wisdom and 

work.  Eccl 3:1-2 
There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event 
under heaven — 2 A time to give birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a 
time to uproot what is planted.  
 
2:4 L.T. = These are the histories of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, on a day when Yahweh Elohim made earth and heavens.  
2:5 L.T. = Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no edible herb 
of the field had yet sprouted, for Yahweh Elohim had not sent rain upon the 
earth, and there did not exist a man to cultivate the ground.  
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2:6 L.T. = But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole 
surface of the ground.  
2:7 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim formed the man of dust from the ground, 
and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of lives; and the man became 
living soul.  
2:8 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; 
and there He placed the man whom He had formed.  
 
Gen 2:9  = Growth. 
 
And out of the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing 
(Niph Ptc CHAMADH = to be pleasing, desirable; the word after the Fall 
would be used to describe invalid desire called covetousness) to the sight 
and good for food; (and) the tree of life (lives) also in the midst (middle) of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge (DA’AT = 1st of 93x; cognitive 
perception) of good (TOBH = normal word for good; used by God in Chapter 
1 to describe what He had made; “and it was good.”) and evil (RA’ = evil, 
distress, misery, calamity, adversity).  
 
2:9 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim caused to grow every tree 
that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; and the tree of lives was 
also in the middle of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Garden in Eden has four categories of trees: 
 A. The first was for soul stimulation. 
 B. The second was to satisfy his body’s need for food. 

C. The third tree was located in the center of the Garden and was 
not only for physical sustenance but spiritual as well. 

 D. The fourth tree was for testing. 
 
2. God made man with the ability to appreciate His creation, to eat from 

it and to be tested by it. 
 
3. The present state of Adam: 
 A. Perfect environment with plants, animals and food. 
 B. Physically mature. 
 C. Mentally mature. 
 D. Able to be tested. 
 
4. The tree of lives pictures several different things: 
 A. Wisdom.  Prov 3:18 
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all who hold 
her fast.  
 B. The fruit of righteousness.  Prov 11:30 
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The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who is wise wins souls.  
 C. Fulfilled desire.  Prov 13:11-13 
Wealth obtained by fraud dwindles, But the one who gathers by labor increases 
it. 12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, But desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 13 
The one who despises the word will be in debt to it, But the one who fears the 
commandment will be rewarded.  
 D. Encouraging words.  Prov 15:3-4 
The eyes of the Lord are in every place, Watching the evil and the good. 4 A 
soothing tongue is a tree of life, But perversion in it crushes the spirit.  
 
5. After this physical life is over, the only issue is the spiritual life and 

there will be a “Tree of Life” in the Eternal State to remind us. 
 A. Permission to eat is to those who overcome by faith.  Rev 2:7 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.'  

B. There must also be a personal sanctification, so it is an issue 
of inheritance and not just salvation.  Rev 22:14 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the 
tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  
 C. It will be a special tree, with special fruit that heals nations. 
  Rev 22:1-2 
Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the 
river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every 
month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  

D. Loss of reward is guaranteed to those who distort the Book of 
Revelation.  Rev 22:18-19 

I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 
adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 
and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will 
take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in 
this book.  
 
2:4 L.T. = These are the histories of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, on a day when Yahweh Elohim made earth and heavens.  
2:5 L.T. = Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no edible herb 
of the field had yet sprouted, for Yahweh Elohim had not sent rain upon the 
earth, and there did not exist a man to cultivate the ground.  
2:6 L.T. = But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole 
surface of the ground.  
2:7 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim formed the man of dust from the ground, 
and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of lives; and the man became 
living soul.  
2:8 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; 
and there He placed the man whom He had formed.  



 55

2:9 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim caused to grow every tree 
that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; and the tree of lives was 
also in the middle of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil.  
 
2:4-9  = Man Placed In The Garden. 
2:10-17 = The Rivers Of Eden. 
2:18-25 = The Woman Made For The Man. 
 
Gen 2:10  = The River of Eden. 
 
Now a river (NAHAR = 1st of 119x) flowed out of Eden to water (Hiph Inf 
SHAQAH = to cause to water, give a drink to) the garden; and from there it 
divided (Niph IPF PARADH = to divide or separate as the nations did after 
the flood {Gen 10:5,32}) and became (Qal PF HAYAH = become something it 
was not previously) four rivers.  
 
2:10 L.T. = Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and from 
there it divided and became four rivers.  
 
Gen 2:11  = The First River. 
 
The name of the first is Pishon (PIYSHON = 1x; means “overflowing water”); it 
flows (Qal Ptc sABAB = to flow around; construction indicates it is doing so 
at the time of Moses) around the whole land of (the) Havilah (reference more 
to the people), where there is (the) gold.  
 
2:11 L.T. = The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of 
the Havilah, where there is the gold.  
 
Gen 2:12  = Comments. 
 
The gold of that land is good; the bdellium (2x; Num 11:7; used as a simile of 
the color of manna; ) and the onyx stone (‘EBEN + SHOHAN = 11x; many 
think it is the present day turquoise; one of the stones of the breastplate of 
the High Priest; Ex 25:7; 28:9,20 and also located as part of the adornment 
of the King of Tyre; Eze 28:13) are there.  
 
2:12 L.T. = The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone 
are there.  
 
2:11 L.T. = The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of 
the Havilah, where there is the gold.  
2:12 L.T. = The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone 
are there.  
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Gen 2:13  = The Second River. 
 
The name of the second river is Gihon (GIYCHON = 6x; other usages are 
outside of the Pentateuch and refer to the spring of Gihon outside 
Jerusalem; means a “bursting forth”); it flows around the whole land of Cush.  
 
2:13 L.T. = The name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the whole 
land of Cush.  
 
Summary: 
1. These first two rivers are no longer extant, but were in the days of 

Moses when he wrote this account. 
 
2. He gives a description of their location after the Flood and Tower of 

Babel. 
 
3. One river ran through Eden and branched into four other rivers. 
 
4. The Havilah were descendants of Shem through Joktan a brother of 

Peleg.  Gen 10:29 
 
5. Pishon ran from modern day Turkey down through Arabia to the 

west coast and into the Red Sea. 
 
6. Cush was a son of Ham who settled in Ethiopia,  
 
7. The indication is that the river Gihon went from modern day Turkey 

down the west side of the Dead Sea and emptied into northern 
Africa, possibly in the Upper Nile.   

 (It is not the Nile as the Nile flows the wrong way) 
 
PISHON = overflowing water.  More than enough. 
GIHON = bursting forth.  Strong enough. 
 
2:11 L.T. = The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of 
the Havilah, where there is the gold.  
2:12 L.T. = The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone 
are there.  
2:13 L.T. = The name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the whole 
land of Cush.  
 
Gen 2:14  = The Third and Fourth Rivers. 
 
The name of the third river is Tigris (CHIDDEKEL = 2x; Dan 10:4; where it is 
called “the great river”; root means “palm tree”) it flows (Qal Ptc HALAK = 
walking, rather than sABAB meaning to “flow around” that are used of the 
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other two) east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates (PHeRAT = 1st 
of 19x; also called the “great river” in Gen 15:18; means to “break forth”).  
 
2:14 L.T. = The name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates.  
 
Summary: 
1. These two rivers are extant today. 
 
2. Moses gives information that a person in 1445 B.C. could verify as 

proof of the historicity of the events being described. 
 
3. No one seriously questioned this as the inspired Word of God until 

the so-called “enlightenment” of the 1800’s. 
 
4. Although two rivers are no longer extant, there is reasonable proof of 

the accuracy of this report. 
 
5. The Tigris and Euphrates rivers were very important to the ancients 

and this area is called the “cradle of civilization.” 
 
6. The Euphrates is one of the designated boundaries of the land 

promised to Abraham.  Gen 15:8; Deut 1:7; 11:24; Josh 1:4 
 
7. The Euphrates will be dried up in the 6th Vial Judgment of the 

Tribulation to make way for the “Kings of the East.”  Rev 16:12 
 
8. These four rivers illustrate the “Living Water” who is Jesus. 

A. PISHON means “overflowing water,” so Jesus is more than 
enough. 

B. GIHON means “bursting forth,” indicating that He is Strong 
enough. 

C. CHIDDEKEL refers to a palm tree indicating that the water is 
Gentle enough for a place of rest. 

D. EUPHRATES means “break forth,” indicating that He is the 
Conqueror. 

 
2:11 L.T. = The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of 
the Havilah, where there is the gold.  
2:12 L.T. = The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone 
are there.  
2:13 L.T. = The name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the whole 
land of Cush.  
2:14 L.T. = The name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates.  
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Gen 2:15  = Enter “The Man.” 
 
Then the LORD God took (Qal IPF + w.c. LAQACH = to take hold of; use the 
necessary force to accomplish an action) the man and put him (Hiph IPF 
NUACH = 1st of 75x; to cause to rest; the word from which Noah comes) into 
the garden of Eden to cultivate it (Qal Inf Cons ‘ABHADH = to serve; the 
problem of 2:5 is solved) and keep it (Qal Inf Cons SHAMAR = 1st of 468x; to 
keep in the sense of guarding as clearly used in 3:24 where the Cherubim 
are placed to guard the way to the Tree of Life).  
 
2:15 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim took the man and put him into the garden 
of Eden to serve it and guard it. 
 
Summary: 
1. Adam was made, a garden was planted and Adam was placed there. 
 
2. God “rested” Adam in a place that was initially secure. 
 
3. His role of “rest” involved the service of taking care of the Garden 

and guarding it from intruders. 
 
4. Adam’s service is not seen as difficult nor as slavery, but things will 

change after the Fall.  Cf 3:17-19 
 
5. His second role was to guard it, so that begs the question “from who 

or what?” 
 
6. The twofold role of the perfect man was to serve and guard what had 

been entrusted to him.   
 
7. Those two things actually describe the basic role of man in the Plan 

of God. 
 

The Role of Man 
 
8. He is to render service to: 
 A. God first.  Exo 8:1 
 B. Mankind.  Matt 23:11 
 C. The earth.  Gen 2:15 
 
9. Service is at the heart of relationships but fallen mankind only wants 

to be served.  (True service is an unselfish and unhypocritical giving of 
self) 
A. Our so great salvation freed us from the Sin Nature so that 

now the capability exists to serve in a new way.  Rom 7:6 
  (led by the Spirit for unselfish reasons) 
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But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we 
were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the 
letter.  
 B. This freedom is to be directed toward service to others.   
  Gal 5:13 
For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  
 C. Turning from idols is a marker of a model church.  1 Thes 1:9 
For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, 
and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,  
 D. The Lord Himself “poured the mold.”  Matt 20:25-28 
But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. 26 
"It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you 
shall be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your 
slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many."  
 
12. Part of the service is to guard what has been entrusted. 
 (For Adam it involved guarding against disobedience.  When he disobeyed 

it affected every part of the world and would affect all his progeny as he 
was “fruitful and multiplied.” 

 A. It specifically involves the commandments of God.  Exo 20:6; 
 Lev 18:26; Deut 26:16 

 B. We are not just to know them but “to do them.”  Lev 20:22; 
 22:31; Deut 4:6 

 C. Guarding requires knowledge and action. 
 
Application:  These are two required strategies and behaviors to fulfill the 
Two Greatest Commands. 
 
Gen 2:16  = The First Command. 
 
And the LORD God commanded (Piel IPF + w.c. TZUAH = 1st of 494x; to 
appoint, charge, command; not used in Qal stem) the man, saying, "From any 
(is this “any” or “every”?  the construction is exactly the same as the 
construction in the next verse that everyone takes as a command; if this 
were simply permission to eat then “any” would be accurate, but if it is a 
command, and it is based on the word “command” in this verse and on the 
context that includes the next verse, then “every” is the correct translation; 
God did not “command” via a “suggestion”) tree of the garden you may eat 
freely (verb appears twice:  Qal Inf Absolute + Qal IPF ‘AKAL = eating you 
shall eat; this construction looks inherently at repetitive action;  it usually 
has a spiritual meaning and a physical meaning);  
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2:16 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim commanded the man, saying, "From every 
tree of the garden eating you shall eat;  
 
Summary: 
1. A command expects obedience, so when God gives Adam this 

command He expects him to obey it. 
 
2. Obedience to this part of the command is part of his service 

function. 
 
3. It is actually one command with two parts. 
 
4. For now it is simply serving himself, in a good sense.   The first man 

was to go get the food if he wanted to eat. 
 (God wasn’t going to nurse him in a physical sense) 
 
5. Hunger would drive the man to eat, but obedience would lead him to 

eat from every tree.  (He was the “taster.”) 
 A. All must have produced edible fruit. 
 B. Some would probably not taste as good to Adam as others. 
 
6. Obedience is not simply a matter of overt compliance but of mental 

acceptance as well.  Deut 6:2-8 
 
7. There was no time limit placed on this command, so fulfillment 

would be a marker of spiritual growth. 
 
Principle:  God expects man to use what He manufactured for his own 
sustenance and grow in the process. 
 
Gen 2:17  = The Second Command. 
 
but from the tree of the knowledge (DA’AT) of good and evil you shall not eat 
(Qal IPF ‘AKAL = clearcut command + from it), for (CIY = because) in the day 
that you eat (Qal IPF ‘AKAL = permissive; potential; you may eat) from it you 
will surely die (Qal Inf Abs + Qal IPF ‘MUTH = dying, you shall die)."  
 
2:17 L.T. = but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat from it, for in the day that you may eat from it dying, you shall die."  
 
Summary: 
1. The second part of the command involves Adam’s function of 

guarding the Garden. 
 
2. There exists a type of “good” that is not good.  Prov 14:12; 16:25 
There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 
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3. It is a human good (introduced by Satan) that is not intrinsically evil 

but is self-serving and omits service to God.  
 (Give someone a drink to feel good about yourself, cover yourself with fig 

leaves seems like a “good” idea, but it is not a “God” idea.  Man trying to 
rectify sinfulness through good acts, save oneself, redeem oneself.  Good 
acts are to come but because we are saved, redeemed etc.) 

 
4. Evil is anything that is in direct violation of God’s commands.  Evil is 

always sin and sins are that which “miss the mark/standard.”  Sins 
may include unconscious violations of God’s word so while they are 
not a conscious evil, they indicate having fallen prey to evil. 

 
5. Adam was warned that to violate the direct command of God would 

cause him to undergo two different “deaths.” 
 
6. There are several types of death found in Scripture: 

A. Spiritual death refers to not having an eternal relationship with 
God.  The individual has a Sin Nature. 

B. Physical death is the consequence of Spiritual Death.  It is the 
separation of the soul and spirit from the body. 

C. Second death is Spiritual death perpetuated into eternity.  Rev 
20:4; Eph 2:5,8,9 

D. Positional death refers to being baptized into the death of 
Jesus Christ and hence His resurrection.  Rom 6:3-6 

E. Temporal death refers to not walking in fellowship with God. 
F. Operational death refers to a lack of production.  Jas 2:26 
G. Sexual death refers to the inability to procreate.  Rom 4:17-21; 

Heb 11:12 
 
7. For disobedience, Adam would immediately die spiritually, and 930 

years later would die physically. 
 
8. Since even unfallen man is tested to obey, it is reasonable to 

conclude that man will have to make choices.  
 
9. Thus volition is established, the freedom to choose. 
 
10. Man will be tested concerning his obedience to God. 
 
11. He is responsible to God for the decisions he makes. 
 
12. Man will face discipline for disobedience to God. 
 
13. The penalties are deadly. 
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2:11 L.T. = The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole land of 
the Havilah, where there is the gold.  
2:12 L.T. = The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the onyx stone 
are there.  
2:13 L.T. = The name of the second river is Gihon; it flows around the whole 
land of Cush.  
2:14 L.T. = The name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And 
the fourth river is the Euphrates.  
2:15 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim took the man and put him into the garden 
of Eden to serve it and guard it. 
2:16 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim commanded the man, saying, "From every 
tree of the garden eating you shall eat;  
2:17 L.T. = but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat from it, for in the day that you may eat from it dying, you shall die."  
 
Topics  2:4-9: 
The Beginning of Life 
 
Topics 2:10-17 
Testing 
Volition 
Boundaries 
 
Topics 2:18-25 
Reasons for the woman. 
 
2:4-9  = Man Placed In The Garden. 
2:10-17 = The Rivers Of Eden. 
2:18-25 = The Woman Made For The Man. 
 
Gen 2:18  = God’s Declaration and Proclamation 
 
Then the LORD God (Yahweh Elohim) said, "It is not good (simply “not good”) 
for the man to be alone (BADH = 1st of 200x; lit:  in his aloneness); I will make 
him (Qal IPF ‘ASAH = manufacture; a resolution for a solution to the 
problem) a helper (‘EZER = 1st of 21x; helper, assistant; as to the source of 
the help, this word is generally used to designate divine aid, particularly in 
Psalms {Psa 121:1,2} where it includes both material and spiritual 
assistance.  The root is used approximately eighty times in the OT, it 
generally indicates military assistance. Personal assistance, non-military in 
character, is found particularly in Psalms; verb used 81x) suitable for him 
(prefix KIY = according to, as, like + NEGEDH = 1st of 150x; lit:  according to 
what is in front of him; in a fashion similar to the male-female animals he 
had just named; cf 2:19-20; Hebrew thought:  conclusion {V18} then 
reasons {V19}; “suitable” is about as good as you can translate this 
construction; same construction in V20)."  
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2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
 
Principle:  God notices the needs of man and can fulfill them. 
 
Gen 2:19  = Adam’s Object Lesson. 
 
And out of the ground the LORD God formed (Qal IPF + w.c. YATZAR = 3rd 
use; used in 2:7,8 of the formation of the man) every beast (CHAYYAH = 
used in 1:24,25,30) of the field and every bird of the sky (heavens), and brought 
them (Hiph IPF + w.c. BO’ = caused to bring them) to the man (with definite 
article; the one man, Adam, not to a committee of finally conscious 
hominids) to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living 
(CHAY = in singular) creature (NEPHESH = soul; the animating factor), that 
was its name.  
 
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
 
Summary: 
1. We are similar to animals and birds, made out of the chemicals of the 

ground and alive. 
 
2. Adam was created with intelligence evidenced by vocabulary and 

authority to name the creatures. 
 (Giving a name, title or designation is a mark of authority.  The Lord gives 
 us a new name.) 
 
2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
 
Gen 2:20  = The Reason for the “Not Good.” 
 
And the man gave names to all (prep KAL = all, every kind of) the cattle 
(BeHEMAH = used in 1:24,25,26; every domestic animal), and to the birds of 
the sky (heavens), and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not 
found a helper suitable for him (the desire of verse 18).  
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2:20 L.T. = And the man gave names to every kind of domestic animal, and 
to the birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam 
there was not found a helper suitable for him.  
 
Summary: 
1. Adam did not have that many animals to name.   
 
2. He would be naming the “kinds” of animals that had been made.   
 
3. The total number of Biblical names used in the OT for animals, birds, 

and crawling things is around 150. 
 (Research by Catholics who hold to an allegorical interpretation of the Bible. No 
other ancient language has this extensive a vocabulary.  If it took him 3 minutes 
to name each animal, then it took him 450 minutes or about 7.5 hrs.) 
 
Principle:  Intellect alone will not complete a man. 
 
2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
2:20 L.T. = And the man gave names to every domestic animal, and to the 
birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there 
was not found a helper suitable for him.  
 
Gen 2:21  = God Takes Action-First Sleep. 
 
So the LORD God (Yahweh Elohim) caused a deep sleep (TARDEMAH = 1st of 
7x; used in Job 4:13; 33:15 of REM sleep; used in Gen 15:12 of the Lord 
bringing this on Abram to tell him about the 400 years of oppression that 
would fall on his descendents; used in 1 Sam 26:12 of Saul and his men 
being put out so that David could steal Saul’s jug from beside his head; 
Prov 19:15 says that laziness will bring about a similar state; Isa 29:10 of a 
spiritual state that comes about from consistently rejected the Word of the 
Lord) to fall (Hiph IPF + w.c. NAPHAL = 1st of 434x; to fall; to befall) upon the 
man, and he slept (Qal IPF + w.c. YASHAN = 1st of 24x; to sleep); then He took 
one of his ribs (TZALAH = 1st of 41x; means a side as used in the Tabernacle 
and its furniture; the fact that he took one identifies it as a “rib”) and closed 
up the flesh (BASAR = 1st of 270x; looks at that which covers the skeleton) 
at that place.  
 
2:21 L.T. = So Yahweh Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that 
place.  
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Summary: 
1. There is no indication that Adam was tired but the Lord gave him a 

divine anesthetic and put him out. 
 
2. Surgery was then performed with apparently instantaneous healing. 
 (One of the Great Physician’s greatest acts) 
 
Principle:  Sometimes the Lord takes something from us that He has given 
us to bless us and others in greater ways. 
(Lose certain physical abilities to spend more time doing more spiritually 
productive things.  Lose people or things we cherish to get us to more fully rely 
on Him.  Take an unseen part of us and make something beautiful-an offspring.) 
 
2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
2:20 L.T. = And the man gave names to every domestic animal, and to the 
birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there 
was not found a helper suitable for him.  
2:21 L.T. = So Yahweh Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that 
place.  
 
Gen 2:22  = The First Wedding Ceremony. 
 
And the LORD God (Yahweh Elohim) fashioned (Qal IPF + w.c. BANAH = 1st 
of 376x; to build as a city, altar or tower; to make, procreate, restore; 
establish or prosper) into a woman (ISHAH = 1st of 781x; feminine 
construction of the word for man = ISH) the rib which He had taken from the 
man (lit: And Yahweh Elohim built the rib which He had taken from the man 
into a woman), and brought her to the man (ISH = 1st of 2004x; up to here 
Adam was known as HA’ADAM meaning “The Man.”  Now with a 
counterpart he is known as ISH.  ADAM looks at the material from which he 
was constructed; ADAMAH means “ground, dirt.” ISH looks at ADAM the 
husband who is called to “serve and guard” and “be fruitful and multiply.”  
ISH is often seen as a “nobleman” who is to be a man of honor and duty).  
 
2:22 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim built the rib which He had taken from the 
man into a woman, and brought her to the man.  
 
Summary: 
1. The only thing pronounced “not good” was the man being alone. 
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2. Without a female there was no way to fulfill the commands to 

“multiply and fill the earth.” 
 
3. The Lord decided to make a “helper” for the man. 

A. The word “helper” is generally used to designate divine aid, 
including both the material and the spiritual.  Psa 121:1-2 

I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; From where shall my help come? 2 My 
help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.  

B. Its most common usage though is for military assistance, thus 
the woman is to assist in the guarding of the Garden. 

 
4. He mashed the man together and formed him like a potter working 

with clay, while the woman was built out of a rib, like an architect 
assembling the pieces. 

 
5. He designed the pieces to fit together with the man, so that she 

would be “suitable” for him. 
 (so that they could become “one flesh”) 
 
6. He gave her a different “soul.”  Gen 1:26-28 
 
7. He built the woman from the side of the man indicating she is to be 

an object of tenderness and protection. 
 
8. This is the first wedding ceremony. 
 (Would you call this “arranged?”  I want to see the video) 
 
9. A “helper” is one who: 
 A. Cares for the poor.  Psa 72:12 
 B. Cares for the fatherless.  Psa 10:4; Job 29:12 
 C. Cares for the ill.  Psa 28:7 
 D. Cares for those oppressed.  Psa 54:6 
 E. Cares for those distressed.  Psa 86:17 
 
10. God Himself is the Supreme Helper and He has just filled a need for 

the man and for all mankind.  Heb 13:5-6 
Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with 
what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR 
WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU," 6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY 
HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?"  
 
11. Jesus became the Helper in the flesh who sent the Holy Spirit to 

“take His place.”  John 1:1, 16-18; 14:16,26; 15:26; 16:7 
 



 67

12. God calls humans to join in “helping” Him through “Encouraging 
One another.”  Heb 10:24-25 et al 

 
13. Therefore one of the main roles of women, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, is to encourage men.  (men are to do the same thing to women) 
 
14. Human helpers will find that they must ask “The Helper” for help. 

Psa 33:20 
Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.  
Psa 70:5 
But I am afflicted and needy; Hasten to me, O God! You are my help and 
my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay. 
Psa 115:9-11 
Israel, trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield. 10 O house of 
Aaron, trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield. 11 You who fear 
the Lord, trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield.  

 
15. It is the righteous who can anticipate God's help.  Psa 37:39-40 
But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in time of 
trouble. 40 The Lord helps them and delivers them; He delivers them from the 
wicked and saves them, Because they take refuge in Him. 
 
Principle #1:  A Woman is to assist her Husband. 
(What the Bride {the Church} is to do for the Groom {the Lord}) 
 
Principle #2:  A Husband should see his wife as divinely provided. 
(The way the Lord sees us-Eph 5) 
 
Principle #3:  A man is serve and guard that which has been entrusted to 
him, which begins with his wife. 
(An unruly wife, like an unruly Christian, cannot be protected, but they are still to 
be served.) 
 
(This will be perfect for Adam and Eve for a while, but after the Fall, 
everything will be changed and greatly difficult) 
 
2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
2:20 L.T. = And the man gave names to every domestic animal, and to the 
birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there 
was not found a helper suitable for him.  
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2:21 L.T. = So Yahweh Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that 
place.  
2:22 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim built the rib which He had taken from the 
man into a woman, and brought her to the man.  
 
This is the first of three lessons titled “cling to your wife.” 
2:23 = Respond:  Recognize, Appreciate, Analyze, Respond. 
2:24 = Rearrange:  Leave, cling, become. 
2:25 = Relate:  Exposure without shame. 
 
Gen 2:23  = The Man’s Response. 
 
And the man said, (These are the first recorded words of Adam) 
"This (fem sing adjective ZOTH = this {woman}) is now (HA’PA’AM = 1st of 
118x; a word that means the tread of the foot, a footstep and came to mean 
“time.”  “This is the time!”  The real deal, the best.  This is an exclamation 
of divine provision.  Equivalent to “wow!”) bone of my bones (‘ETZEM = 1st 
of 126x; looks at the skeletal structure; he is admiring the way she is 
“built”),  
And flesh of my flesh (skeletal covering; he is admiring the way she is 
covered);  
She shall be called Woman (getting in the swing of things by naming the 
animals),  
Because (KIY = explanation of the name) she was taken out of Man."  
 
2:23 L.T. = And the man said,  
“This woman is the time! 
Bone of my bones,  
And flesh of my flesh;  
She shall be called Woman,  
Because she was taken out of Man."  
 
Summary: 
1. Man could not fulfill the command to be fruitful and multiply by 

himself so there had to be a female counterpart. 
 
2. For God this operation would not take a long time. 
 (6 weeks recuperation time not needed.)   

Principle: God’s surgery can be quick and painless. 
 
3. Adam looks over her construction and covering, with awe. 
 A. He Recognizes what the Lord has done.  (Recognition) 

(He sees the construction project.  Can do so with anything He has 
made-even the Platypus.  Have to be awake and not self-absorbed 
to do this.) 
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Principle:  Look for the Lord’s work. 
 B. He Appreciates what the Lord has done.  (Appreciation) 
 (Realizes this is a blessing.  Realizes a need has been filled.  He 

vocalizes it.  Offers praise to the Designer.) 
 Principle:  Offer praise when identified. 
 C. He Analyzes what the Lord has done. (Analysis) 

(Sees what He made it with and determines the divinely intended 
design.)  
Principle:  Determine the value and use. 

D. He Responds to what the Lord has done.  (Response) 
  (Adam has given the woman an accurate title.  Wisdom is needed.) 
  Principle:  Determine what is pleasing to the Lord and do it. 
 
4. His response is equivalent to “wow!”  Look what the Lord has built!   

(Some parts added, some parts missing.  Notice that he has some 
concept also of internal anatomy, i.e. bone.) 

 
5. The first man can make intellectual connections with actions and 

describe them with vocabulary. 
 
6. God made man to appreciate and respect both the process and 

outcome of: 
 A. Beauty. 
 B. Design. 
 C. Construction. 
 D. Excellence. 
 E. Genius. (God’s plan) 
 
7. Adam proceeds to name the woman just like he did the animals 

indicating that he has embraced his own role and design. 
 
8. Recognition, Appreciation, and Analysis are required to properly 

respond to the Principle to “Cling to your wife.”  (It really should not 
be that difficult) 

 
9. The man is established as the primary authority in this relationship. 
 (The final authority is the Lord.  He in a very real sense is the shepherd of 

this new relationship.  He is to gently correct and not “lord it over” {1 Pet 
5:2}.  He is to use wisdom.  He is not to be self-serving {Php 2:3}) 

 
Principle #1:  Men should appreciate God’s design of women. 
 - Does not mean that men are called to ogle their body parts. 

- Does not allow for inappropriate speech concerning their body 
parts. 

- Does not justify pornography.  (cling to her only) 
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Principle #2:  Appreciation of God’s provision should lead to stewardship, 
thus treating her with respect and not abuse. 

- This creature is not designed to be man’s slave.  She is not to be 
mistreated, neglected or exploited. 

- She is to be treated with care and respect because of her Designer.  
(Like a Rolex.  Like a Testarosa.  Like your dearest possession.  
She has the best brand name.  Some men take better care of their 
things than their wife.) 

- If a woman is not “yours” then she is still to be treated with respect, 
since she is someone else’s and it is a simple application of “loving 
your brother.” 

 
Principle #3:  Respect is a two-way street.  Eph 5:33 
Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as 
himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband. 

- Respect means that she is not to be ordered around like a slave. 
Nor is woman to order around her husband. 

- Read the book of Proverbs this week. 
 
2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
2:20 L.T. = And the man gave names to every domestic animal, and to the 
birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there 
was not found a helper suitable for him.  
2:21 L.T. = So Yahweh Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that 
place.  
2:22 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim built the rib which He had taken from the 
man into a woman, and brought her to the man.  
2:23 L.T. = And the man said,  
“This woman is the time! 
Bone of my bones,  
And flesh of my flesh;  
She shall be called Woman,  
Because she was taken out of Man."  
 
2:23 = Respond:  Recognize, Appreciate, Analyze, Respond. 
2:24 = Rearrange:  Leave, cling, become. 
2:25 = Relate:  Exposure without shame. 
 
Gen 2:24  = Application by Moses (Rearrange your life). 
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For this reason (‘AL KEN = concerning thus, for this reason, therefore) a man 
(ISH = nobleman; husband) shall leave (Qal IPF AZABH = 1st of 211x; to 
leave, forsake; this word looks at relationship first and geography second) 
his father (‘ABH = 1st of 1213x; this is the first word in the Hebrew 
dictionary)  and his mother (‘IM = 1st of 220x), and be joined (Qal PF + w.c. 
DABHAQ = 1st of 54x; a word that means to overtake in the sense of 
hanging on to; hold fast; a word that means to “stick to like glue”; cling) to 
his wife (ISHAH = in singular, not plural); and they shall become (Qal PF + 
w.c. HAYAH = become; a command) one flesh (BASAR = join).  
 
2:24 L.T. = For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and 
cling to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  
 
Summary: 
1. Moses makes an application of the divine arrangement of marriage. 
 
2. The man is the authority in this new relationship and should 

honorably take the necessary steps to fulfill the principle.  
 (Hopefully the parents will not try to stay in control.  It may become a 

spatial issue.) 
 
3. A man is to psychologically let go of mom and dad and hang on to 

his one and only wife.  Eph 5:25-31 
 A. He must learn to make decisions and be responsible for them. 
(Social, financial, vocational.  He can seek wisdom from his parents but is not to 
be controlled by them.  Parents have to learn the value of “letting go.”  Freedom 
is not a question of doing as we like but doing as we ought.) 

B. The breaking of one authority structure to establish another is 
designed to teach responsibility and transmit personal 
responsibility to future generations. 

(To whom much is given, much is required {Luke 12:48}; beware of the danger of 
allowing your rights to subordinate your responsibilities.  Privilege and 
responsibility are two sides of the same coin.) 

C. It is how he will experientially learn wisdom to pass on to the 
next generation.  Prov 3:3-7 

Do not let kindness and truth leave you; Bind them around your neck, Write them 
on the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and good repute In the sight of 
God and man. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own 
understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your 
paths straight. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away 
from evil.  Prov 4:2-6 For I give you sound teaching; Do not abandon my 
instruction. 3 When I was a son to my father, Tender and the only son in the sight 
of my mother, 4 Then he taught me and said to me, "Let your heart hold fast my 
words; Keep my commandments and live; 5 Acquire wisdom! Acquire 
understanding! Do not forget nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 6 "Do 
not forsake her, and she will guard you; Love her, and she will watch over you.  
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4. This statement, taken by itself, could lead to violation of other well-

established principles of Scripture, such as the 6th Commandment. 
 (Don’t forsake one commandment thinking you are keeping another, when 

you can keep them both.) 
 Ex 20:12 
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land 
which the Lord your God gives you.  
 
5. The word “leave” is more concerned with relationships than 

geography, thus it is more a spiritual than a spatial issue. 
A. In the ancient wedding ceremonies, the groom went to get the 

bride and bring her to his father’s house. 
B. The Lord will also bring His Bride to His Father’s house.  John 

14:1-3 
 
6. There is to be a relational intimacy that is to be established and not 

shared with mom and dad. 
(In a Mosaic context this is the way it was done so the statement must be 
understood in that light.  Moses is dealing here with a spiritual issue.  The 
Exodus Generation had no options as they were in slavery.  The Conquest 
Generation heard from Moses and “broke” from their fathers.  They did not 
however seem to pass it on to the next generation.  They actually lived with their 
father and mother but still became wise and independent.) 

A. It should be an extension of man’s spiritual relationship with 
the Lord.  Deut 10:20-21  (Love Him first.  This will actually be the 
first test for man.  What is more important?  The gift or the Giver?) 

 "You shall fear the Lord your God; you shall serve Him and cling to Him, and 
you shall swear by His name. 21 "He is your praise and He is your God, who has 
done these great and awesome things for you which your eyes have seen.  

B. His relationship with the Lord will be his strength to 
accomplish the Lord’s will.  Deut 11:22-23  (Man will need the 
Lord to carry out lovingly and honorably his assigned role.)  

"For if you are careful to keep all this commandment which I am commanding 
you to do, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to 
Him, 23 then the Lord will drive out all these nations from before you, and you will 
dispossess nations greater and mightier than you.  

C. His relationship with the Lord is his prime protection from evil, 
so he had better cling to this relationship first if he is to 
“guard” what is entrusted to him.  Deut 13:1-4 

If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a 
wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to 
you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us 
serve them,' 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 "You shall follow the Lord your 
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God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, 
serve Him, and cling to Him.  

D. Failure to obey the Lord will make the discipline cling until it 
has consumed the offender.  Deut 28:15 cf 20-21 

"But it shall come about, if you do not obey the Lord your God, to observe to do 
all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all 
these curses will come upon you and overtake you: Deut 28:20-21 The Lord will 
send upon you curses, confusion, and rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until 
you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of your 
deeds, because you have forsaken Me. 21 "The Lord will make the pestilence 
cling to you until He has consumed you from the land where you are entering to 
possess it.  
 
7. The application also extends to the wife and her parents.   
(One can honor them without depending on them for psychological strength etc.  
The Older women are to “teach the younger women how to love their husbands.”  
{Titus 2:3-5  Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not 
malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, 4 so that 
they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own 
husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored.}.  Sadly, often the 
older women teach the younger how to manipulate.  Is any relationship perfect?)  
 
8. Becoming “one flesh” is required to “multiply” and “fill the earth.” 
(God ordained sex inside the marriage bond.  In fact, He commanded it 
concerning reproduction and strongly encouraged it without reproduction.  1 Cor 
7:1-6 says to not deny one another, except for a period of time for prayer.  This is 
for as long as a person is able.)   
 
9. This would have worked great if they hadn’t eaten from the forbidden 

tree.  (Moses is writing now in hindsight, through inspiration.) 
 
10. Solomon illustrates how not to do this.  1 Kings 11:1-4 
Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of 
Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the 
nations concerning which the Lord had said to the sons of Israel, "You shall not 
associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn 
your heart away after their gods." Solomon held fast to these in love. 3 He had 
seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, and his wives 
turned his heart away. 4 For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart 
away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, 
as the heart of David his father had been.  
 
Principle:  The husband is responsible before the Lord to establish and 
guard a godly relationship with his wife. 
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A valuable doctoral level study would be to trace this principle 
through all the marriages of Scripture and determine its affect 
or lack of affect on them. 

 
2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
2:20 L.T. = And the man gave names to every domestic animal, and to the 
birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there 
was not found a helper suitable for him.  
2:21 L.T. = So Yahweh Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that 
place.  
2:22 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim built the rib which He had taken from the 
man into a woman, and brought her to the man.  
2:23 L.T. = And the man said,  
“This woman is the time! 
Bone of my bones,  
And flesh of my flesh;  
She shall be called Woman,  
Because she was taken out of man."  
2:24 L.T. = For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and 
cling to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  
 
2:23 = Respond:  Recognize, Appreciate, Analyze, Respond. 
2:24 = Rearrange:  Leave, cling, become. 
2:25 = Relate:  Exposure without shame. 
 
Gen 2:25  = A Divine Relationship. 
 
And the man (HA’ADAM) and his wife (ISHAH) were both naked (ARUM = 1st of 
16x; without clothing; ‘eYROM = 10x; used in 3:7,10,11) and were not 
ashamed (LO’ + Hithpolel IPF BOSH = 1st of 113x; the majority of the time it 
is used in poetic format; to be ashamed; has the sense of being or feeling 
worthless; embarrassed; without value, empty or hollow, a recognition of 
lack or need). 
 
2:25 L.T. = And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 
ashamed. 
 
Summary: 
1. The word “shame” involves:   

(At the fall they will experience all of these.) 
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 A. An awareness of emptiness. 
 B. A realization of failure. 
 C. A feeling of worthlessness. 
 D. A recognition of need. 
 E. An exposure of flaws. 
 
2. The “helper” was what Adam really needed, not clothing. 
 (God provides for our real needs.  Doesn’t mean that we should all go and 

join a nudist colony.  Heard a man tell his wife one time that maybe he 
would be more interested in her if she looked like Eve.  Of course he didn’t 
look like Adam.) 

 
3. Adam and Eve’s life was perfect, full and complete with no sense of 

lack.  (Satan offers you counterfeits.  They were already “smart enough” 
to obey and worship the Lord.) 

 
4. Nakedness with God is not a problem because all creation stands 

“naked” before God.  Heb 4:13 
And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid 
bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.  
 
5. The “shame of nakedness” after the Fall of man needs a solution.   
 2 Cor 5:1-3 
For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For 
indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from 
heaven, 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked.  
 
6. Receiving the proper spiritual “Clothing” of Redemption is a matter 

of faith in the One who provides it.  Psa 22:3-5 
Yet You are holy, O You who are enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 4 In You 
our fathers trusted; They trusted and You delivered them. 5 To You they cried out 
and were delivered;  In You they trusted and were not disappointed (ashamed). 
Rom 9:30-33  What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue 
righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; 
31 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. 32 Why? 
Because they did not pursue it  by faith, but as though it were  by works. They 
stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 just as it is written, "BEHOLD, I LAY IN 
ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO 
BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED (ashamed)."  Rom 10:9-11 
that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person 
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting 
in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL 
NOT BE DISAPPOINTED (ashamed)." 1 Peter 2:4-6  And coming to Him as to a 
living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the 
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sight of God, 5  you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house 
for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A 
CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN 
HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED (ashamed)."  
 
7. Arrogance will blind a person to spiritual need.  Rev 3:17 
 (Arrogance is to think more highly of yourself than you are obligated to 

think {Rom 12:3}. It is to view others as lower in status than you.)  
'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of 
nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor 
and blind and naked, 
 
8. Once “clothed” we are to help those who are not.   James 2:15-17 
If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of 
you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not 
give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if 
it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  
 
Principle:  No shame exists when God is first in one’s life and we are 
appreciating His creation. 
 
2:18 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Not good for the man to be in his 
aloneness; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  
2:19 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living soul, that 
was its name.  
2:20 L.T. = And the man gave names to every domestic animal, and to the 
birds of the heavens, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there 
was not found a helper suitable for him.  
2:21 L.T. = So Yahweh Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that 
place.  
2:22 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim built the rib which He had taken from the 
man into a woman, and brought her to the man.  
2:23 L.T. = And the man said,  
“This woman is the time! 
Bone of my bones,  
And flesh of my flesh;  
She shall be called Woman,  
Because she was taken out of Man."  
2:24 L.T. = For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and 
cling to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  
2:25 L.T. = And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 
ashamed. 
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Topics  2:4-9: 
The Beginning of Life 
Abortion 
Euthanasia 
Stem cell research 
 
Topics 2:10-17 
Testing 
Volition 
Boundaries 
 
Topics 2:18-25 
Reasons for the woman. 
Role of woman 
Role of husband-wife 
Marriage 
Authority 
Fear 
Anger 
Guilt 
Grumbling 
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Genesis 3 

 
3:1-7  = The Sting.  (Setting a snare) 
3:8-21  = The Sentence. 
3:22-24 = The Separation. 
 
2 Cor 11:3 
But I am afraid that, as (HWS = in a manner similar to) the serpent (‘OPHIS = 
14x; reference to Satan in the Garden) deceived (Aor Act Ind EXAPATEW = 
6x; to deceive out of; totally deceive; comes from a word that means to 
give a false impression either by appearance, statement or influence; 
APATEW = 3x; to deceive; words used together in 1 Tim 2:14) Eve by his 
craftiness (PANOURGIA  = 5x; compound that means “all-working” and 
thence erroneous or false wisdom that comes from twisting everything), 
your minds (NO8MA = a result of thinking; a mind) will be led astray (Aor Pas 
Sub PHTHEIRW = 9x; defiled or damaged; might be defiled and hence led 
astray) from the simplicity (HAPLOT8S = 8x; singleness of purpose of 
motivation, sincerity, free from any twisted or evil thoughts;  most often 
translated “generosity” meaning free from greed) and purity (HAGNOT8S = 
2x; without moral defect; cf 2 Cor 6:6 in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in 
kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love; word family of “holiness”) of 
devotion (lone definite article in the Genitive that connects to simplicity and 
purity; that is the {simplicity and purity”) (in)to (the) Christ.  
 
2 Cor 11:13-15 
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 
of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves 
as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.  
 
Gen 3:1 = The Bait-Opportunity To Be Smart. 
 
Now the serpent (NACHASH = 31x in OT; 6x in NT; from root meaning to 
“hiss” or “whisper.”) was (Qal PF HAYAH = became; the serpent was not 
inherently this way.  Satan was not a snake that evolved into a higher 
being.  The snake became something if was not.  In prefall condition 
animals were not prone to sneakiness.) more crafty (‘ARUM = 1st of 11x; 
most often translated “prudent.”  This snake had intellect and vocabulary.)  
than any beast (CHAYAH = wild animal) of the field which the Lord God had 
made (‘ASAH = manufactured). And he said to the woman, "Indeed (‘APH + 
KIY = signifies addition, especially of something greater, connotes 
something cooked well done; Satan did not just blurt out this question, he 
had set Eve up; this part of the conversation was not recorded; translate:  
additionally), has God (Elohim) said, 'You shall not eat (Qal IPF 2 masc plural 
‘AKAL = you all) from any (from every; same construction as found in 2:16) 
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tree of the garden'?" (He quotes the verse closely with the addition of “not” 
and the removal of one of the usages of “eating”) 
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from every tree of the garden’?” 
 
Summary: 
1. The serpent becomes something he was not, namely indwelt by 

Satan.   (The original animal did not crawl but walked. Cf 3:14. Demon 
possession of other animals is found in Scripture, like the swine of Mark 
5:1-13) John 3:14; 2 Cor 11:3; Rev 12:9,14,15; 20:2 

 
2. We do not know how long they were in the Garden before Satan 

showed up. 
(Some believe that this happened on Day 8 or Day 10.  Others believe that Adam 
and Eve were in the Garden a long time before this happened.  Here you do 
need some time to elapse.  If it took a long time why didn’t Eve get pregnant?  
God could have prevented it for a time.  Here are two perfect humans, totally 
fertile who are commanded to multiply.  Not questions we can accurately 
answer.) 
 
3. There is no creation of angels mentioned anywhere up to this point 

so we must look elsewhere for information about them. 
(When were they created?  What was their habitat?  When did Satan fall?  Why?) 
 
4. There was more to this conversation than recorded. 
 
5. It appears that he began with a simple question, easily answered, to 

break the ice and begin the conversation. 
 
6. He may have asked several questions that required correction of his 

thinking, that Eve answered correctly. 
 
7. He gives the woman the opportunity to show her intelligence by 

correcting a presumed misconception. 
 
8. He plays on the woman to enlighten him and make her think she is 

smart. 
 
9. Yahweh Elohim gave the command (2:16-17), but the serpent first 

asks if Elohim has said, which is a subtle omission that indicates an 
attack on the relationship between God and man. 

 (How many of each kind of animal did Moses take on the Ark?  How many 
did Jonah take on the Ark?) 
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10. Satan’s deception was to try to make the exception the norm. 
 (One is prohibited.  Satan tries to make all prohibited.  Trying to establish 

a legalism.) 
 
Principle:  Evil often appeals to the intellect. 
(The key attack on Scripture today is from the “intellectuals” who claim to have 
found a superior knowledge.) 
 
Topics: 
Satan 
Deceit 
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from every tree of the garden’?” 
 
Gen 3:2  = The Nibble-Enlightening the stupid (Prov 3:5-6). 
 
And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees (singular = tree; 
leaves out “every” {KAL} which is specified in 2:16; so “every” changes the 
translation to an implied “any”) of the garden we may (shall) eat (does not 
quote “eating we shall eat”);  
 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from every tree of the garden’?” 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
 
Gen 3:3  = The Strike-Adding to God’s Word. 
 
but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden (which one), 
God (simply Elohim, not Yahweh Elohim) has said, 'You (all) shall not eat from 
it or touch it (Qal IPF NAGA’ 1st of 150x; word means to “touch” and often 
used to not touch unclean things), lest you (all) die (word not doubled).'"  
 
3:3 L.T. = but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
Elohim has said, 'You all shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you all die.'"  
 
Summary: 
1. Her desire to enlighten the uninformed opened her to this deception. 
 
2. She changed some things: 
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2:16 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim commanded the man, saying, "From every tree 
of the garden eating you shall eat; 2:17 L.T. = but from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat from it, for in the day that you may eat from it 
dying, you shall die."  

A. Yahweh Elohim gave the command, but she only quotes 
“Elohim.” 

B. She left out “every” tree and implied “any” tree which dilutes 
the statement from a command to a suggestion. 

C. She did not report the positive side of the command, only part 
of the prohibition. 

D. She did not distinguish which tree was prohibited. 
E. She added to the Lord’s instructions concerning touching the 

tree, establishing a legalism. 
 (If Adam had given her these instructions she should have quoted 

him and not the Lord) 
F. She does not report all the consequences, referring to only 

one form of “death.”  (probably physical) 
 

3. Although they are not sins at the time of this event, her attitude and 
language will later be designated as sins.  Rom 4:15: 5:13 

 
4. She has added to and subtracted from God’s word which is a mark of 

arrogance and a form of “lifting up His Name in vain.” 
 
5. She evidently sought the approbation of the serpent by showing him 

how smart she was. 
 
6. Pride is one of the “seven deadly sins.”  Prov 6:16-19 
There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination 
to Him: 17  Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 A heart that devises wicked plans,  Feet that run rapidly to evil, 19 A false 
witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.  
 
7. Pride is to be identified and attacked with God’s Word.  Prov 8:13 
"The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way And 
the perverted mouth, I hate.  
Prov 11:2 
When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom.  
Prov 16:18 
Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.  
Prov 29:23 
A man's pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.  
 
Principle:  When we think we fully know something or have it distorted or 
incomplete in our soul we are open to deception. 
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Principle:  We should seek to precisely follow His commands and not add 
to nor subtract from them. 
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
3:3 L.T. = but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
Elohim has said, 'You all shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you all die.'"  
 
Gen 3:4  = Playing the Fish-The Contradiction. 
 
And the serpent said to the woman, "You surely shall not die (Lit: not dying 
shall you die)!  
 
3:4 L.T. = And the serpent said to the woman, "Not dying shall you die!  
 
Summary: 
1. The serpent actually quoted Yahweh Elohim with more accuracy 

claiming that no death of any kind would occur. 
 
2. Satan plays us before the outright contradictions. 
(Some fall easily.  Some are more difficult.  All are prey and all become victims.  
1 Pet 5:8) 

 
3. Satan is committing murder.  John 8:43-44 
"Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My 
word. 44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your 
father. He was a murderer from the (a) beginning, and does not stand in the truth 
because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 
own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  
 
Principle:  Satan’s ploys run from subtle deception to blatant contradiction 
of the Word of the Lord. 
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
3:3 L.T. = but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
Elohim has said, 'You all shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you all die.'"  
3:4 L.T. = And the serpent said to the woman, "Not dying shall you die!  
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Gen 3:5  = Dangling the Bait-The Temptation. 
 
"For God knows (Qal Ptc YADA’ = 1st of 941x; used for Adam “knew” his wife 
{4:1}, an intimate firsthand knowledge) that in the day you eat (Qal Inf 
Construct + 2 mpl suffix = you all eat) from it your (you all) eyes will be 
opened (Niph PF + wc PAQACH = 1st of 20x; always used of opening the 
eyes except Isa 42:20 where it speaks of opening the ears), and you will be 
(Qal PF + wc HAYAH = you all shall become) like God (prep CIY = as, like), 
knowing (same construction and verb as earlier in this verse) good and evil 
(TOBH + RA’ = good and evil; “evil” is 3rd of 667x; first two were as titles of 
the forbidden tree)."  
 
3:5 L.T. = "For God knows that in the day you all eat from it you all’s eyes 
will be opened, and you all shall become like Elohim, knowing good and 
evil."  
 
Summary: 
1. One of Satan’s first attacks is that God is not good. 
 (A test of faith for the entirety of this existence.) 
 
2. He appeals to greed, envy and jealousy.   
(cf 10th commandment prohibitions.  These things are not inherently sin.  Our 
God is a Jealous God.  They become that when they are self-serving.  Emotions 
are inherently neutral and depend on the object to determine whether or not they 
are sinful.) 
 
3. He leads her to not consider the discipline.  Prov 1:7 
 
4. He leads her to believe that it is beneficial to know a “good” that is 

not from God.  (good acts with wrong motives-self) 
 
5. He leads her to believe that it is good to know evil. 
 
6. He baits her lack of knowledge and offers an expansion of her 

“intellect.” 
 
7. Satan is familiar with this knowledge and claims that it is beneficial 

to know as it places one on parity with God. 
 
Principle:  Underlying Satan’s temptations (FFPP) to man is his attack on 
God’s goodness. 
 
Principle:  Seeking Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength excludes 
human good and evil.  (Getting it out of our system is a lifelong process.  It 
involves getting our body, soul and spirit in sync to honor Him in all things.  Our 
attitudes think like the Lord.) 
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3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
3:3 L.T. = but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
Elohim has said, 'You all shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you all die.'"  
3:4 L.T. = And the serpent said to the woman, "Not dying shall you die!  
3:5 L.T. = "For God knows that in the day you all eat from it you all’s eyes 
will be opened, and you all shall become like Elohim, knowing good and 
evil."  
 
Gen 3:6  = Snared and Shared. 
 
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable (Niph Ptc NACHADH = 2nd of 29x; 
used in 2:9 to describe a lot of trees; in Ex 20:17 translated “covet”) to 
make one wise (Hiph Inf Cons SAKHAL = 1st of 63x; a practical wisdom), she 
took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.  
 
3:6 L.T. = When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 
she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.  
 
Gen 2:9 L.T. = And out of the ground Yahweh Elohim caused to grow every 
tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; and the tree of lives 
was also in the middle of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Woman’s evaluations were true, true, and false. 
(She started off well, but when additions were made mistakes followed.  What 
does it mean to “add to?”  It is not adding to when we explore the “givens” like 
Omniscience, Omnipresence or other elements of His Essence, seeking to more 
fully know Him.  It is adding to when we put things in His mouth that He didn’t 
say, like “Don’t touch it.”) 
 
2. God designed the trees to appeal to taste, nourishment, health and 

sight.  (part of the way that He designed us.) 
 
3. God did not offer additional knowledge of “good and evil” but 

prohibited the acquisition of it. 
 
Principle:  God’s prohibitions are from His love. 
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(His Laws are statements of His Righteousness and Justice, but they are 
motivated out of His love, for He knows the penalties and discipline that await.  
Like saying to a little child, don’t go outside the fence.) 
 
4. The most alluring part of the bait was “wisdom.” 
 
5. The Woman failed to consider God’s exact law and then used her 

senses to make a purely human analysis that left out obedience. 
 
6. Eve took, ate and gave indicating conscious decisions that were 

made as a result of the deception. 
 
Principle:  Wrong evaluations set the course for wrong actions. 
(If you lack enough information to make a righteous decision, the result can 
easily be a sinful action.  If you add to the information without cause then the 
result can be a lack of perception and either sin or missing out on some good.  
Adding to often includes a state of fear.) 
 
7. She thought she had made the right decision. 
 
8. The actual sin was committed at the eating. 
 
9.  She was snared and shared.   

(Misery loves company.) 
 
10. Now she believes that her husband needs to be as smart as her. 
 
11. Adam knew full well what he was doing-and the cost. 
 
Principle:  Wrong actions often seek fellowship. 
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
3:3 L.T. = but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
Elohim has said, 'You all shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you all die.'"  
3:4 L.T. = And the serpent said to the woman, "Not dying shall you die!  
3:5 L.T. = "For God knows that in the day you all eat from it you all’s eyes 
will be opened, and you all shall become like Elohim, knowing good and 
evil."  
3:6 L.T. = When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 
she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.  
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Gen 3:7  = Exposed and Ashamed. 
 
Then the eyes of both of them were opened (it worked), and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed (Qal IPF + wc TAPHAR = 1st of 4x; Eccl 3:7 = A 
time to tear apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time 
to speak) fig leaves (‘aLEH = 1st of 18x; leaves + Te’eNAH = 1st of 39x; fig tree 
or figs) together and made (manufactured) themselves loin coverings 
(CHaGORAH = 1st of 7x; worn by men and women; comes from verb that 
means to “gird about” and was used of an ornamental sash that was worn 
on the outside by women.  The noun was often used to denote the belt that 
a young man wore to attach his sword to.  This came to be a highly prized 
trophy of war).  
 
3:7 L.T. = Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loin coverings.  
 
Summary: 
1. The result of sin is a sight that should have been avoided. 
 
2. Their transparency now needs a covering. 
 
3. Their new knowledge changed their innocence. 
 
4. They were now guilty and sought to cover their own nakedness. 
 
5. They covered up their sex organs. 
 
6. In a sense they prepared for a battle that they had just lost, but 

would be entering into a battle against God.  (while enemies) 
 
7. The fig leaves picture man’s attempt to take control of life.  Be like 

God-knowing good (we can do it ourselves) and evil (fix 
disobedience). 

 
Principle:  At the foundation of sin is a lack of trust in God and a desire to 
manufacture our own world that is equal with God. 
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
3:3 L.T. = but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
Elohim has said, 'You all shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you all die.'"  



 87

3:4 L.T. = And the serpent said to the woman, "Not dying shall you die!  
3:5 L.T. = "For God knows that in the day you all eat from it you all’s eyes 
will be opened, and you all shall become like Elohim, knowing good and 
evil."  
3:6 L.T. = When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 
she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.  
3:7 L.T. = Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loin coverings.  
 
3:1-7  = The Sting.  (Setting a snare) 
3:8-21  = The Sentence. 
3:22-24 = The Separation. 
 
Gen 3:8  = Sin Tries to Hide From Judgment. 
 
And they heard (Qal IPF + w.c. SHAMA’ = 1st of 1160x; to hear) the sound 
(QOL = 1st of 507x; a voice, an audible and recognizable communication) of 
the Lord God walking (Hith Ptc HALAK = walk) in the garden in the cool of the 
day (Lamedh + RUACH = for the spirit of the day), and the man and his wife 
hid themselves (Hith IPF + w.c. CHABA’ = 1st of 33x; to hide; Hith is volitional 
term, intensive reflexive; fig leaves were camouflage) from the presence 
(face) of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
 
3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
 
Summary: 
1. Even in a fallen state they could hear the Lord. 
 
2. They hid themselves away from the prohibited tree among all the 

trees they were commanded to eat from.   
(Oh us?  We were just out here obeying your command.  This is like when people 
try to hide from God in the church.  We are to assemble ourselves together. 
Trying to look like the real thing and knowing they are nothing but hypocrites.  
Keep doing the right action and get the attitude to match it.) 
 
Principle:  Sometimes we think God doesn’t notice our sin. 
 
3. In a fallen state they did not want to see His face. 
(In the unfallen state this would be a joy to see and hear from Him.  Would you 
like to look on His face right now?) 
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4. The Lord’s face does change to reflect “emotion.” 1 Peter 3:12 
"FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS 
EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS 
AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL." (Is He Angry?  Pleased?  Never see a 
confused look.  Grieved?  Laughing?  An idol never changes its facial 
expression.) 
 
5. Hearing His voice and seeing His face should be one of the desires 

of our heart, no matter what expression is on His face.  Psa 27:7-14 
Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice, And be gracious to me and answer me. 8 
When You said, "Seek My face," my heart said to You, "Your face, O Lord, I shall 
seek." 9  Do not hide Your face from me, Do not turn Your servant away in anger; 
You have been my help;  Do not abandon me nor forsake me, O God of my 
salvation! 10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me, But the Lord will 
take me up. 11 Teach me Your way, O Lord, And lead me in a level path 
Because of my foes.  12 Do not deliver me over to the desire of my adversaries, 
For false witnesses have risen against me, And such as breathe out violence. 13 
I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of 
the Lord In the land of the living. 14 Wait for the Lord; Be strong and let your 
heart take courage; Yes, wait for the Lord. 
 
Principle:  Sinful mankind naturally hides from the voice and face of the 
Lord. 
 
6. We hide by trying to camouflage ourselves.  (Real Tree Camo) 
(Look good, play the game, never work on the heart.  Living for an earthly 
audience rather than a heavenly one?  Heb 12:1  Spiritual camouflage blends in 
with the surroundings.  Holy language.  Holy actions.  ) 
 
7. We have to take the veil off our face to see His.  2 Cor 3:18 
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 
the Spirit.  (Done by Rom 12:1-3) 
 
8. We have to stop talking long enough to hear from Him. 
(Sometimes we don’t let Him get a word in edgewise.  Grocery list prayer.  Stop 
to think just about Him.  Take an Attribute, ask Him to take you deeper into it.  
Stop trying to fence Him in.  Look at “Holiness” verses trying to live it by your own 
power.  Why do we study deeper and deeper?  So our steps of faith may be 
more certain.  Some people want to get into deep water before they learn to 
swim.  He wants us to take the step.  Walk on water:  the first step is the most 
insecure.  Each step becomes more secure unless you get your eyes on the 
storm.) 
 
Principle:  God wants to communicate with us, but we are the problem. 
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Topics: 
Satan 
Deceit 
Wisdom  3:6 
Self-Preservation  3:7 
Hiding from God 
 
Gen 3:9  = God Seeks Sinners. 
 
Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, "Where (Question 1 of 4) 
are you?" (Where art thou?) 
 
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord knew what had happened before it happened. 

(There was never a time that He did not know.) 
 
2. Their relationship had been broken, pictured by the fact that Adam 

was not at the normal place. 
 
3. The Lord came to seek and save that which was lost. 
 
Question 1 Principle:  God challenges our camouflage. 
 
Gen 3:10  = Sin Brings Fear. 
 
And he (Adam) said, "I heard the sound (voice) of You (Lit: Your voice I heard; 
emphasis on the Lord’s voice and not what was heard; a minor inflection 
used to try to shift the responsibility; His voice was scary) in the garden, 
and I was afraid (Qal IPF + w.c. YARA’ = 1ST of 328x; noun 41x; PHOBEW = 
95x; PHOBOS = 47x; therefore 511 direct mentions; a major topic) because I 
was naked (naked was I; what is recorded is not the normal Hebrew word 
order; this was inspired of God and intentionally done this way by Moses; 
Adam is humbled for sure but is trying to get the “I” out of his conversation 
so as to not draw attention to himself and thus his own failure; false 
“humility” is just a ploy to hide disobedience); so (not “so” but a simple 
connector; and) I hid myself (Pronoun + Niph IPF + w.c. CHABA’ = I myself 
was hidden; in 3:8 it was in Hith meaning that it was a conscious volitional 
decision of his to hide, but here it was a tree or something else that got 
between Adam and the Lord.) ."  
 
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
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Summary: 
1. When Sin “hears” the approach of righteousness common 

responses are fear and concealment. 
 
2. Adam is doing his best to move the attention away from himself. 
 (Your voice…; something else hid me… just out of sight for awhile) 
 
3. Fear is a result of the Fall of man. 

A. Fear is a core emotion that affects a multitude of attitudes and 
brings stress to the body.  (It will cloud our thinking because it is  
self-centered first.  We learn to fear for others.  We don’t learn to 
fear for ourselves. 

B. Fear is at the heart of the Sin Nature. 
 C. Fear is good if it is the beginning of wisdom.  Prov 1:7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.  
 D. The most frequent command in Scripture is to “fear not.”   

Exo 14:13-14 
3 But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of 
the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you 
have seen today, you will never see them again forever. 14 "The Lord will fight 
for you while you keep silent."  
 
4. In their unfallen condition nakedness was nothing to fear. 
 
5. They had lost their loving relationship.  1 John 4:18 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.  
 
Principle:  Sin brings fear and seeks to hide from God. 
 
Gen 3:11  = God Confronts the Sinners and the Sin. 
 
And He (Yahweh Elohim) said, "Who (Question 2) told you that you were 
naked? Have you (Question 3) eaten from the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?"  
 
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
 
Summary: 
1. When God or His agent asks “who” the answer is often the adversary 

or his forces. 
 A. Satan tries to condemn Believers.  Rom 8:33-34 
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Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 
who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  
 B. Satan seeks to work his “magic” of confusion.  Gal 3:1 
 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was publicly portrayed as crucified?  
 C. Satan seeks to hinder obedience.  Gal 5:7 
You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?  
 
2. Human beings need to answer some “who” questions. 
 A. Who will free me from this body of death.  Rom 7:24 
Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?  
 B. Who is Jesus?  Mark 8:27 
Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and 
on the way He questioned His disciples, saying to them, "Who do people say that 
I am?"  
 C. Who is worthy to execute judgment on mankind.  Rev 5:2 
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open 
the book and to break its seals?"  
 
3. There are some clear markers of God’s wisdom.  James 3:13-18 
Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and 
selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 
This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, 
demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 
18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace. 
 
Question 1 Principle:  God challenges our camouflage. 
 
Question 2 Principle:  God contests our source of “wisdom.” 
(Entire book of Proverbs.  Wisdom is a major topic of Scripture.  It involves 
analytical thinking and practical application.  ) 
 
Question 3 Principle:  God confronts our sin. 
(The call to accountability is laid down from the outset.  He will call to account the 
Serpent and the woman.  The Bride will also be called to account.  2 Cor 5:10-
11) 
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3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
 
Gen 3:12  = Sinners Seek to Blame Others. 
 
And the man said, "The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she (pronoun 
= she herself) gave me from the tree, and I ate (no pronoun)."  
 
3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
 
Summary: 
1. Adam is speaking the truth, but with “spin.” 
 
2. Adam is pointing his finger at both the Gift and the Giver. 
 
3. He is blaming others for his transgression. 
 
4. The Sin Nature inherently seeks to shift the blame for personal errors 

to others. 
 
5. Adam becomes the first politician. 
 (I’m OK or at least “pretty good” and you are not.) 
 
6. This is the seed of the sin of denial. 
 
Principle:  We seek to minimize and rationalize our guilt. 
(The Sin Nature will also seek to maximize our guilt through the poor self-image 
that also goes with the Sin Nature.) 
 
3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
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3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
 
Gen 3:13  = Others Often Share Some Blame. 
 
Then the Lord God (Yahweh Elohim) said to the woman, "What (Question 4) is 
this you have done (Qal PF ‘ASAH = made)?" And the woman said, "The 
serpent deceived me (Hiph PF NASHA’ = 1st of 16x; to deceive, beguile), and I 
ate."  
 
3:13 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said to the woman, "What is this you have 
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
 
Summary: 
1. God calls everyone to account, even when deceived. 
(Being deceived makes things understandable but not justifiable.) 
 
2. The woman did not blame the man but simply stated the facts. 
(He was probably not there is the reason.  A very normal Sin Nature response 
would be to return the favor of the blame game.  She could have blamed him 
though for not being there.) 
 
3. Deceit can involve a number of things: 
 A. Imposition of a false idea often through charm. 
 (Will make you smart, wise, beautiful… snake oil salesmen) 
 B Twisting truth or declaring it to be false. 
 (leaving out parts of the truth or denying them.  “you will not die.”) 
 C. A leading astray whether intentional or not. 
 (False shepherds headed in the wrong direction and taking others with 
 them.) 

D. Presenting exaggerations as truth.  (myths) 
 
4. Unchecked deceit leads to delusion which thoroughly obscures the 

truth, like when the Pharisees accused Jesus of being a deceiver.  
Matt 27:62-63 

Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, 63 and said, "Sir, we remember that 
when He was still alive that deceiver said, ' After three days I am to rise again.'  
 
5. The Church will contain deceivers who deny Jesus coming in the 

flesh.  2 John 7 
For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge 
Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.  
 
6. God asks her to figure out how this happened. 
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7. Being deceived makes a sin understandable but not justifiable. 
 
Question 1 Principle:  God challenges our camouflage. 
Question 2 Principle:  God contests our source of “wisdom.” 
Question 3 Principle:  God confronts our sin. 
 
Question 4 Principle:  God calls us to examine our sin. 
(This is the basis for 1 John 1:9 and growth after confession.  Find out how or 
why something happened if possible and seek to make the corrections.) 
 
Principle:  The closer the relationship we have with the Lord the less likely 
we are to be deceived.  (We must know His Word with a desire to live it above 
all else.  John 7:17) 
 
3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
3:13 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said to the woman, "What is this you have 
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
 
- notice that the woman knew something was different by her use of 

the word “deceived.” 
 
Gen 3:14  = The Judgment on the Serpent. 
 
And the Lord God (Yahweh Elohim) said to the serpent,  

"Because you have done this (Qal PF ‘ASAH = to manufacture is to 
make something out of something.  He took what was there and 
labeled as good and redefined the words.  “This” refers to the 
deception),  
Cursed (‘ARUR = 1st of 63x;) are you more than all cattle (domestic 
animal),  
And more than every beast (wild animal) of the field;  
On your belly shall you go,  
And dust shall you eat  
All the days of your life;  
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3:14 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim said to the serpent, "Because you have 
done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast 
of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days 
of your life;  
 
Summary: 
1. God doesn’t ask the snake for an explanation. 
 
2. God places a curse on the serpent even though the snake was an 

unwilling host to Satan. 
 
3. A curse is a call for punishment or destruction and when the caller 

has the power and authority the curse becomes reality. 
 
4. The snake actually “devolved.” 
 (Evolutionary belief is that something slithered out of the slime and grew 

legs.  This one had legs and slithered into the slime.) 
 
5. The snake is more cursed than any other land animal and is left as a 

reminder of Satan’s deception of the woman in the Garden. 
 
6. This verse teaches that death is also part of the animal kingdom. 
 (“…all the days of your life.”) 
 
7. Satan is more cursed than any land animal for he will bear his 

punishment for eternity, while the animals will become non-existent. 
 
8. Satan’s deception affects others.  John 8:44; Rev 20:7-10 
When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,  
8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the 
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them 
is like the sand of the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the 
earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came 
down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil who deceived them was 
thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet 
are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  
 
9. The Serpent bears the penalty for the deception, while the man and 

woman bear the penalty for the disobedience. 
 
Principle:  That which Satan infects gets contaminated and cursed.   

Rev 12:9 
And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil 
and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and 
his angels were thrown down with him.  
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3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
3:13 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said to the woman, "What is this you have 
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
3:14 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim said to the serpent, "Because you have 
done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast 
of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days 
of your life;  
 
Gen 3:15  = The Conflict-The Protoevangelium. 
 

And I will put enmity (1st of 5x ‘EYBAH = a hostility between 
individuals) between you and the woman,  
And between your seed and her seed;  
He shall bruise (Qal IPF SHUPH = 1st of 4x; 2x in this verse; to chew 
on or grind; Job 9:17 crushed by a storm; Psa 139:11 crushed by 
darkness) you on the head, And you shall bruise (same word) him on the 
heel."  

 
3:15 L.T. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between 
your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall 
bruise him on the heel."  
 
Summary: 
1. God has declared hostility between the serpent and the woman. 
 
2. Satan is the spiritual father to rebellion and unbelief and thus in that 

sense has offspring.  John 8:44 
You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because 
there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  
 
3. The promised “seed of the woman” is the first hint of an unusual 

birth to come since “seed” is passed from the man to the woman.  
Gen 9:9 (Noah); 12:7 (Abraham) 
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4. Information about the “seed of the woman” will be progressively 
revealed throughout the Old Testament. 

 
5. The woman’s “seed” will “bruise” the serpent’s head which is an 

indication of victory. 
 A. This is still future.  Rom 16:20 
The God of peace will soon crush (break into pieces, crush) Satan under your 
feet.  The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.  

B. The incarceration of the serpent will be at the 2nd Advent when 
the Lord defeats His enemies.  Rev 19-20 et al 

C. The final victory is when the serpent is cast into the Lake of 
Fire.  Matt 25:41 

 
6. The serpent’s “seed” will “bruise” the woman’s seed at the cross 

with a storm in the darkness. John 8:44  (uses of SHUPH) 
 A. The tribe of Dan became a picture of this war.  Gen 49:17-18 
Dan shall be a serpent in the way, A horned snake in the path, That bites the 
horse's heels, So that his rider falls backward. 18 "For Your salvation I wait, O 
Lord.  

B. It will involve some of the close friends of the “seed of the 
woman.”  Psa 41:9 

Even my close friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel 
against me.  

C. The “storm” is a picture of Satan’s attack while “darkness” is 
a picture of his ploys.  2 Peter 2:17-18 

These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black 
darkness has been reserved. 18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they 
entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones 
who live in error,  
 
Principle:  There is an ongoing battle until the final victory. 
 
3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
3:13 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said to the woman, "What is this you have 
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
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3:14 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim said to the serpent, "Because you have 
done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast 
of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days 
of your life;  
3:15 L.T. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between 
your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall 
bruise him on the heel."  
 
Gen 3:16  = The Judgment on the Woman. 
 
To the woman He said,  

"I will greatly multiply (Hiph Inf Abs + Hiph IPF RABHAH = multiplying, I 
will multiply; word used in 1:22,28 of the command to multiply 
oneselves, but here something different-pain)  
Your pain (‘ETZBON = 3x; 3:17; 5:29; many cognates; a word that 
indicates the pain that comes from hard work, toil) in childbirth (the 
word “and” is here HARON = 3x; Ruth 4:13; Hos 9:11; actually the 
word for conception),  
In pain (‘ETZEBH = in pain) you shall bring forth children (Qal IPF 
YALADH = 1st of 497x; to begat; Qal stem is actual begetting; Hiph is 
used when the man is involved + BEN = son in plural);  
Yet (And) your desire (TeSHUQAH = 3x; Gen 4:7; Song 7:11; this is a 
specific word that indicates a desire to rule over) shall be for your 
husband (yet your desire shall be to rule over your husband),  
And (but) he shall rule (Qal IPF MASHAL = a prescription; 2nd of 80x; 
Gen 1:18 great lights to rule over the day and night; have the 
position and power) over you."  

 
3:16 L.T. To the woman He said, "Multiplying, I will multiply your toil;  

And from your conception in pain you shall bring forth sons;  
And your desire shall be to rule over your husband,  
But he shall rule over you."  

 
Summary: 
1. The penalty for the woman began with multiplying her toil. 
 A. Adam was not immune from toil.  Gen 3:17 
Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not 
eat from it';  Cursed is the ground because of you;  In toil you will eat of it All the 
days of your life.  

B. Lamech thought his son Noah would remove the curse.   
Gen 5:29 

Now he (Lamech) called his name Noah, saying, "This one will give us rest from 
our work and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the Lord 
has cursed."  
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2. Her pain would be both spiritual and physical. 
(Hormone changes and her children would be fallen which would cause spiritual 
toil.  Be a source of worry, fear.) 
 
3. It would begin at conception and continue through childbirth. 
 
4. Her desire would be not only for her husband’s intimate passion 

toward her, but also to rule over him. 
(Seen when words are used as “orders.”   Man’s first response is usually to 
recognize the order and put up a wall.  Wisdom says to ask.  Sin Nature says to 
rule.) 

A. The word is used of the desire for intimate passion and is 
welcomed by the woman from the man.  Song 7:10 

"I am my beloved's, And his desire is for me.”  
B. This is a Sin Nature problem.  Gen 4:7 

If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, 
sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it."  
 
5. So the woman will battle not only the issue of the Angelic Conflict, 

but conflicting desires within her. 
 
6. Inherently she knows that it is not her divine assignment to rule over 

the man. 
 
7. The man is called to take the leadership.  Psa 8 
 
8. He is to “rule” righteously.  2 Sam 23:1-4  (as a shepherd) 
Now these are the last words of David. David the son of Jesse declares,  The 
man who was raised on high declares,  The anointed of the God of Jacob, And 
the sweet psalmist of Israel, 2 " The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, And His word 
was on my tongue. 3 "The God of Israel said,  The Rock of Israel spoke to me, ' 
He who rules over men righteously,  Who rules in the fear of God, Is as the light 
of the morning when the sun rises, A morning without clouds, When the tender 
grass springs out of the earth, Through sunshine after rain.'  
 
Principle:  When the Sin Nature gets what it wants, it will still not be 
satisfied. 
 
Topic:  Sin Nature, Leadership. 
 
Gen 3:17  = The Judgment on the Man-Affect on Others. 
 
Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you (Piel PF TZAWAH = 3rd 
of 494x; cf 2:16-17 and 3:11), saying, 'You shall not eat from it';  

Cursed (‘ARURAH = 2nd use; cf 3:14 where it is placed on the snake) 
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is the ground (‘ADAMAH = the thing that you were made from) because 
of you;  
In toil (what happened to the woman also) you shall eat of it  
All the days of your life (implies now a closed system, you shall die).  

 
3:17 L.T. Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, 
saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In 
toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.  
 
Summary: 
1. Adam was held responsible for listening to the voice of his wife 

when she asked him to sin. 
(When she offered him the apple she could have very well told him to eat it and 
stop being stupid.) 
 
2. This does not mean that a man should never listen to the voice of his 

wife.  Gen 21:10-12 
Therefore she said to Abraham, "Drive out this maid and her son, for the son of 
this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac." 11 The matter distressed 
Abraham greatly because of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, "Do not be 
distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to 
her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named.  
 
3. It does mean that God’s will, often clearly expressed in His 

commands, have first priority.  Gen 2:16-17 
The Lord God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you 
may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."  
 
4. Adam’s sin adversely affected the environment so that agricultural 

activity would no longer be easy but difficult. 
 
5. Sin affected the creation.   Rom 8:18-23 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing 
of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected 
it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know 
that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until 
now. 23  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption 
as sons, the redemption of our body.  
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Gen 3:18  = Judgment on the Man-Continued. 
 
"Both thorns (QOTZ = 1st of 12x; a thorn) and thistles (DARDAR = 1st of 2x; a 
group of flowering plants having leaves with stickers; holly bushes) it (the 
ADAMAH) shall grow for you; And you shall eat the plants of the field;  
 
3:18 L.T. = "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you shall eat 
the plants of the field;  
 
Summary: 
1. The land would now have antagonists growing in it to increase the 

toil and choke out the fruit, which is a picture of the tests of life 
choking out the relationship with the Word.  Matt 13:7 

"Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out.  
 
2. Without the work to keep down the “thorns and thistles” there is no 

bountiful harvest.  Heb 6:7-8 
For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation 
useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8 
but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it 
ends up being burned.  
 
3. The Lord felt the brunt of this curse for us.  Matt 27:29 
And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed 
in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, " 
Hail, King of the Jews!"  
 
4. One day the people of Israel will realize their mistakes.  Hos 10:8 
Also the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, will be destroyed;  Thorn and 
thistle will grow on their altars; Then they will say to the mountains, "Cover us!" 
And to the hills, "Fall on us!"  
 
Principle:  Sin affects not only the person but one’s surroundings. 
(Here a picture of physical environment.  It also affects those around you.  There 
were no other people to affect at this time, but they would be included.  Lack of 
stewardship, which is sinful, affects our environment.) 
 
Topic:  Stewardship. 
 
3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
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3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
3:13 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said to the woman, "What is this you have 
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
3:14 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim said to the serpent, "Because you have 
done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast 
of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days 
of your life;  
3:15 L.T. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between 
your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall 
bruise him on the heel."  
3:16 L.T. To the woman He said, "Multiplying, I will multiply your toil;  

And from your conception in pain you shall bring forth sons;  
And your desire shall be to rule over your husband,  
But he shall rule over you."  

3:17 L.T. Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, 
saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In 
toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.  
3:18 L.T. = "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you shall eat 
the plants of the field;  
 
Gen 3:19  = Judgment on the Man-Death. 
 
By the sweat (ZEAH = feminine noun; 1x; masculine noun 1x in Eze 44:18; 
Greek word used 1x; only 3x in Scripture is “sweat” mentioned) of your face 
You shall eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were 
taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return."  
 
3:19 L.T. = By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to 
the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust 
you shall return."  
 
Summary: 
1. Intense labor will be needed to produce ingredients and manufacture 

a finished product, bread. 
 
2. Intense labor will be the lot of humanity for the entirety of one’s life 

with physical death the end result. 
 
3. The Lord tasted the intensity of this labor, in another garden, the 

night before the cross.  Luke 22:44 
And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like 
drops of blood, falling down upon the ground.  
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4. The Millennial Priesthood is not supposed to “sweat.”  Ezek 44:17-18 
"It shall be that when they enter at the gates of the inner court, they shall be 
clothed with linen garments; and wool shall not be on them while they are 
ministering in the gates of the inner court and in the house. 18 "Linen turbans 
shall be on their heads and linen undergarments shall be on their loins; they shall 
not gird themselves with anything which makes them sweat.  
 
5. Hard labor is commanded in Scripture from the earliest times 

onward, with the exception of the Sabbath Day.  Exo 20:8-11 
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 "Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God; in it  you 
shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your 
female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 "For in six 
days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, 
and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it holy.  
 
6. How should we view the necessity of intense labor? 
 A. Realize that laziness is actually a form of rebellion. 2 Thes 3:10 
For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not 
willing to work, then he is not to eat, either.  
 B. Embrace the labor with joy.  Jas 1:2-4 
 
Principle:  We are called to productive work all of our life. 
(“Bread” is not simply a call to work but productive work.) 
 
Work to provide for self and family. 
So what are we going to do about it? 
Is there any way to restore Paradise? 
 
Topic:  Work 
 
3:19 L.T. = By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to 
the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust 
you shall return."  
 
Gen 3:20  = The Woman’s Name. 
 
Now the man (ADAM) called his wife's name Eve (CHAWAH = 2x; cf 4:1; play 
on CHAYAH meaning life) because she (pronoun there: herself) was (Qal PF 
HAYAH = became) the mother (‘EM = 2nd of 220x; cf 2:24) of all the living.  
 
3:20 L.T. = Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she herself 
became the mother of all the living.  
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Summary: 
1. Adam gives her a gracious name. 
(What would you have called her?  Adam could have given her another name not 
so honorable, like stupid, deceived, knucklehead, smart-girl; any number of not 
so flattering names or sarcastic names.  In a sense this was the first act of 
unconditional human love.) 
 
2. The grammatical construction indicates that through her alone would 

come all of mankind.  (There were not multiple hominids who became 
female.) 

 
3. Her new name is a picture of his faith, in that he is not fearing death 

but living life, even in a fallen state. 
 
Principle:  When led astray still show grace. 
(Relational applications, remove the blame game.  Doesn’t mean that we are to 
run to evil, but overcome evil with good.  Doesn’t mean that trust is automatically 
there when repentance comes.) 
 
3:19 L.T. = By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to 
the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust 
you shall return."  
3:20 L.T. = Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she herself 
became the mother of all the living.  
 
Gen 3:21  = The Solution to their Nakedness. 
 
And the Lord God made (‘ASAH = manufactured) garments (KATNOTH = 1st of 
29x; plural; indicates a “coat” type of garment; a tunic; not a “loin-cloth”) of 
skin (‘OR = 1st of 99x; singular; skin; not specific as to a type of animal; in 
the singular indicates one large animal) for Adam and (for) his wife, and 
clothed them (Hiph IPF + w.c. LABASH = 1st of 110x; .  
 
3:21 L.T. = And the Lord God made coats of skin for Adam and for his wife, 
and clothed them.  
 
Summary: 
1. Prior to the Fall their nakedness did not need to be covered because 

there was no shame.  2:24-25 
 
2. After the Fall God pronounced them needy. 
(The basic underlying principle of the “needy” in Scripture is their spiritual need of 
salvation) 
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3. Man’s “coverings of fig leaves” were insufficient so the Lord God 
would have to make the “covering” that would cover spiritual 
nakedness. 

 
4. Sin has a cost which is death, so the “dead” person can’t do 

anything about it.  Rom 6:23 
 
5. For redemption from death to occur requires a Substitute.  Cf Gen 22 
 (entire Levitical offering system) 
 
6. The Substitute must be innocent or it too is worthy of death. 
 (a picture of mercy) 
 
7. Both needed garments which indicate the individual need for 

salvation.  (“For Adam” and “for his wife”) 
 
8. Skins covered the Tabernacle which was a picture of the humanity of 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  Ex 25 
 
9. The “coats” of the High Priest and Levitical priests were special and 

thus designed to be a reminder of the special nature of our spiritual 
clothing, and its cost.  Exo-Lev 

 
10. Our normal earthly clothing is filthy so we must be clothed with 

clean clothing which is a picture of salvation.  Zech 3 
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the 
Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2 The Lord said to 
Satan, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the Lord who has chosen 
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?" 3 Now Joshua 
was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel. 4 He spoke 
and said to those who were standing before him, saying, "Remove the filthy 
garments from him." Again he said to him, "See, I have taken your iniquity 
away from you and will clothe you with festal robes." 5 Then I said, "Let them 
put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his head and 
clothed him with garments, while the angel of the Lord was standing by. 6 And 
the angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, 7 "Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, 'If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will 
also govern My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you 
free access among these who are standing here. 8 'Now listen, Joshua the high 
priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of you — indeed they are men 
who are a symbol, for behold, I am going to bring in My servant the Branch. 9 
'For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven 
eyes. Behold, I will engrave an inscription on it,' declares the Lord of hosts, 'and I 
will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 'In that day,' declares the Lord 
of hosts, 'every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his  vine and under 
his fig tree.'" 
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11. This is a cause for rejoicing.  Isa 61:10-11 
I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, My soul will exult in my God; For He has clothed 
me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of 
righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, And as 
a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, So the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise To spring up before all the nations. 
 
Principle:  Our salvation is of the Lord through the death of an innocent 
victim to pay our penalty. 
 
Principle:  Spiritual clothing comes at a high cost. 
(We should never view this lightly, but be humbled by it.  The “clothing” that 
covers our “nakedness” has a Designer Label, that of God Himself.  That is why 
the fine clothing of man can often deceive the soul.  Jas 2) 
 
3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
3:13 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said to the woman, "What is this you have 
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
3:14 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim said to the serpent, "Because you have 
done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast 
of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days 
of your life;  
3:15 L.T. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between 
your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall 
bruise him on the heel."  
3:16 L.T. To the woman He said, "Multiplying, I will multiply your toil;  

And from your conception in pain you shall bring forth sons;  
And your desire shall be to rule over your husband,  
But he shall rule over you."  

3:17 L.T. Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, 
saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In 
toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.  
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3:18 L.T. = "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you shall eat 
the plants of the field;  
3:19 L.T. = By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to 
the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust 
you shall return."  
3:20 L.T. = Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she herself 
became the mother of all the living.  
3:21 L.T. = And the Lord God made coats of skin for Adam and for his wife, 
and clothed them.  
 
3:1-7  = The Sting.  (Setting a snare) 
3:8-21  = The Sentence. 
3:22-24 = The Separation. 
 
Gen 3:22  = A New Problem. 
 
Then the Lord God (Yahweh Elohim) said, "Behold (HEN = 1st of 318x; pay 
attention), the man has become (Qal PF HAYAH = again, “become” not 
“was”; a transition from one state to another) like one (numeral expressed) 
of Us (from Us; the “Us” of Gen 1:26-28; Elohim, Ruach and Yahweh 
Elohim), knowing good and evil (Qal Inf cons YADA’ = to know; cf 4:1 where 
Adam knew his wife; i.e. intimately); and now, lest he stretch out (Qal IPF 
SHALACH – 1st of 847x; to stretch out; a conscious decision; 2nd time in 
next verse where they sent him out) his hand, and take also from the tree of 
life (lives), and eat, and live forever" —   
 
3:22 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Behold, the man has become like 
one from Us, to know good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, 
and take also from the tree of lives, and eat, and live forever" —   
 
Summary: 
1. Adam made a transition into something that was not good. 
 
2. He now intimately knows about human good and evil. 
 
3. For him (and us) this will lead to confusion and pain. 
 
4. One can know intimately about these things without participation in 

them, as evidenced by God Himself. 
 
5. The phrase “like one from Us” implies that there is one from the 

Trinity who intimately knows this human good and evil. 
 
6. He has experienced the knowledge of it in pre-incarnate form when 

the Plan was established. 
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They listened to Satan, and all they gained was the knowledge of their 
nakedness. That is all the serpent can give you. His promise of godlikeness 
ends in the discovery of your shame. But in all this knowledge God has certain 
elements in His nature which must be remembered when we speak of God's 
knowing. While He knows the good and evil, and knows them completely, He is 
at the same time absolutely set for righteousness.  

7. God has known the details of this event since before the 
“Foundation of the world.” 

(KATABOL8 means the “thrown down foundation.”  This compares to 
THEMELIOS, an orderly foundation). 
 
8. The Trinity set out to stop the man from: 

A. Stretching out his hand which indicates a deliberate act of 
volition.  (Rebellion and trying to save oneself is now an integral 
part of man) 

B. Taking from a specific tree which is an analytical act coming 
from understanding.  (Conscious sin is a part of our being.) 

C. Eating which indicates embracing the decision as an act of 
faith.  (Faith in our own abilities and works.) 

 
9. Some decisions He chooses to enforce rather than giving man the 

chance to violate them. 
 
10. The stated result of those three acts would be to live forever, which 

was not good for man. 
 
Principle:  God doesn’t want us live forever in a fallen condition. 
 
Principle:  God clearly established His policy of grace. 
(Justice still took place.  A penalty was still imposed.  Discipline was enforced.) 
 
Principle:  Discipline from God on His children is from His grace. 
(Even the Sin Unto Death which keeps more people from being harmed by one’s 
actions.) 
 
3:22 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Behold, the man has become like 
one from Us, to know good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, 
and take also from the tree of lives, and eat, and live forever" —   
 
Gen 3:23  = The Physical Solution. 
 
therefore the Lord God sent him out (the SHALACH word from 3:22; before 
the man “sent out” his hand) from the garden of Eden, to cultivate (Qal Inf 
Cons ‘ABADH = to serve; as used in 2:5,15 of the man’s assigned role in 
the garden) the ground from which he was taken (LAQACH = same word as in 
3:22; he wasn’t made from a “soup” but dirt, not a slime but a solid).  
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3:23 L.T. = therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to 
serve the ground from which he was taken.  
 
Summary: 
1. This is justice working in conjunction with grace, as there is still 

discipline for the transgression. 
 
2. Man was made outside the garden and placed inside it as a picture of 

God’s blessing.  2:8 
 
3. Being removed from the blessing to live under the curse is a 

constant reminder of what was lost because of sin. 
 
4. The Fall of man brought change and discipline to all of creation.  

Rom 8:19-25 
For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons 
of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from 
its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 
For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 
together until now. 23  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for 
our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we have been 
saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already 
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait 
eagerly for it.  
 
5. The man is called to serve in a now hostile environment, which is a 

picture of the role of the Innocent Substitute. 
 
6. In the Angelic Conflict, man will come to God from farther away, 

hence man’s reward one day is to be higher than the angels.  Heb 1-2 
 
7. Properly understood, hard labor in hostile environment lets one 

identify with the Person of Jesus Christ. 
 
8. It also permits one to look to the reward.  Heb 12:2 
 
Principle:  God threw fallen man out of Eden so man would be able to more 
closely identify with the Innocent Substitute, the Messiah. 
 
3:22 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Behold, the man has become like 
one from Us, to know good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, 
and take also from the tree of lives, and eat, and live forever" —   
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3:23 L.T. = therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to 
serve the ground from which he was taken.  
 
Gen 3:24  = The Enforcement of the Solution. 
 
So He drove the man out (Piel IPF + wc GARASH = 1st of 47x; to drive out 
forcefully; takes “sent out” to another level); and at the east of the garden of 
Eden He stationed (Hiph IPF + wc SHAKAN = 1st of 129x; to dwell; cause to 
dwell) the cherubim (CHERUBIM = 1st of 91x = angelic beings), and the 
flaming sword (LACHAt = 1x; a flame + CHEREBH = 1st of 411x; a short, two-
edged sword; Greek MACHAIRA; lit:  and the flame of the two-edged 
sword) which turned every direction (d.a. + Hith Ptc HAPHAK = 1st of 94x; to 
turn, overturn, overthrow), to guard the way to the tree of life (lives).  
 
3:24 L.T. = So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden 
He caused to dwell the cherubim, and the flame of the two-edged sword 
which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of lives.  
 
Summary: 
1. The indication is that the man didn’t want to leave and needed 

“encouragement.”  (sometimes we do to) 
 
2. At the east end of Eden, at the rising of the Sun, he permanently 

stationed angelic beings to keep the unrighteous out of Eden.   
 
3. The Sunrise is to be a reminder of the ultimate blessing and cursing.  

Gen 1:14; Mal 4:1-6 
4 "For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and 
every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze," says 
the Lord of hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root nor branch." 2 "But for 
you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 
wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall. 3 "You will 
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the 
day which I am preparing," says the Lord of hosts. 4 " Remember the law of 
Moses My servant, even the statutes and ordinances which I commanded him in 
Horeb for all Israel. 5 "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before 
the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. 6 "He will restore the hearts 
of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so 
that I will not come and smite the land with a curse."  
 
4. The flaming two-edged sword is a picture of judgment that is based 

on the righteousness of God.  Heb 4:12 
 
5. To get back into the tree of lives one must go through the fire of 

judgment that is absolutely righteous.  (won’t be Peter at the “Pearly 
Gates” for the “Tree of Lives” is on the inside of those.) 
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6. Sounds like one will need a lot of grace to get back in. 
 
7. Even after Adam and Eve’s salvation from the penalty of sin, they 

had to endure life, hoping to conquer the power of sin.  (Likeness of 
God) 

 
Principle:  When God denies access to some “good things,” He still is 
working all things for good.  Rom 8:28 
 
3:1 L.T. = Now the serpent became more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Additionally, 
has Elohim said, ‘You all shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 
3:2 L.T. = And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of any tree of 
the garden we shall eat;  
3:3 L.T. = but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 
Elohim has said, 'You all shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you all die.'"  
3:4 L.T. = And the serpent said to the woman, "Not dying shall you die!  
3:5 L.T. = "For God knows that in the day you all eat from it you all’s eyes 
will be opened, and you all shall become like Elohim, knowing good and 
evil."  
3:6 L.T. = When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 
she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.  
3:7 L.T. = Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loin coverings.  
 
3:8 L.T. = And they heard the voice of Yahweh Elohim walking in the garden 
for the spiritual time of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the face of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  
3:9 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim called to the man, and said to him, "Where 
are you?"  
3:10 L.T. = And he said, "Your voice I heard in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked and I myself was hidden."  
3:11 L.T. = And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  
3:12 L.T. = And the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 
she herself gave me from the tree, and I ate."  
3:13 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said to the woman, "What is this you have 
done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
3:14 L.T. = And Yahweh Elohim said to the serpent, "Because you have 
done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast 
of the field; On your belly shall you go, And dust shall you eat All the days 
of your life;  
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3:15 L.T. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between 
your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall 
bruise him on the heel."  
3:16 L.T. To the woman He said, "Multiplying, I will multiply your toil;  

And from your conception in pain you shall bring forth sons;  
And your desire shall be to rule over your husband,  
But he shall rule over you."  

3:17 L.T. Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, 
saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In 
toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.  
3:18 L.T. = "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you shall eat 
the plants of the field;  
3:19 L.T. = By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to 
the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust 
you shall return."  
3:20 L.T. = Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she herself 
became the mother of all the living.  
3:21 L.T. = And the Lord God made coats of skin for Adam and for his wife, 
and clothed them.  
 
3:22 L.T. = Then Yahweh Elohim said, "Behold, the man has become like 
one from Us, to know good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, 
and take also from the tree of lives, and eat, and live forever" —   
3:23 L.T. = therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to 
serve the ground from which he was taken.  
3:24 L.T. = So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden 
He caused to dwell the cherubim, and the flame of the two-edged sword 
which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of lives.  
 
Effects of the Fall. 
Hostile environment 
Internal sin. 
Death. 
Driven from Eden. 
 
Topics  2:4-9: 
The Beginning of Life 
Abortion 
Euthanasia 
Stem cell research 
 
Topics 2:10-17 
Testing 
Volition 
Boundaries 
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Topics 2:18-25 
Reasons for the woman. 
Role of woman 
Role of husband-wife 
Marriage 
Authority-done 
Fear 
Anger 
Guilt 
Grumbling 
 
Topics:  3:1 
Satan 
Deceit 
Wisdom  3:6 
Self-Preservation  3:7 
Hiding from God 
Camouflage 
Sin 
Discipline 
Self-examination 
Sin Nature 
Leadership 
Stewardship 
Work 
Discipline 
Fallen nature 
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Genesis 4 
 
4:1-8  = Cain’s Response to God. 
4:9-15  = Cain’s Response from God. 
4:16-24 = Cain’s Relatives. 
4:25-26 = Cain’s Replacement. 
 
Gen 4:1  = Child One. 
 
Now the man (the man = Adam) had relations (Qal PF YADA’ = knew; 
intimately) with his wife (ISHAH) Eve, and she conceived (Qal IPF + w.c  
HARAH = 1st of 43x; to conceive; become pregnant) and gave birth to Cain 
(QAYIN = 1st of 19x; 16x in this chapter; other uses refer to another by that 
name; his name means “acquire” or an acquisition; addition), and she said, 
"I have gotten (Qal PF QANAH = 1st of 6x; to get or acquire; his name is an 
extension of this verb) a manchild (ISH = a man) with the help of the Lord 
(“with the help of” is not there; simply:  YAHWEH)."  
 
4:1 L.T. = Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave 
birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild-Yahweh."  
 
Summary: 
1. Cain was the first addition to the first marriage, thus forming the first 

family. 
 
2. This was the first application of the command to, “be fruitful and 

multiply.”  Gen 1:28 
 (Sex produced conception which led to giving birth.) 
 
3. Eve was elated over this first child and thought that his birth was the 

“promised seed,” the Lord. 
 
4:1 L.T. = Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave 
birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild-Yahweh."  
 
Gen 4:2  = Child Two. 
 
Again, she gave birth (Hiph IPF + w.c. YASAPH = Lit: And she caused to add 
to give birth) to his brother Abel (HeBHeL = 1st of 81x; from root meaning 
vapor, emptiness; the newness had worn off). And Abel was a keeper of 
flocks, but Cain was a tiller (became a servant) of the ground.  
 
4:2 L.T. = And she caused to add to give birth to his brother Abel. And Abel 
was a keeper of flocks, but Cain became a servant of the ground.  
 
Summary: 
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1. Eve was not elated over this child. 
 (This event is really not an issue of mom playing favorites.) 
 
2. It appears that Cain quickly established that he was not the 

“promised seed.” 
 
3. Both children grew to be men with Abel a shepherd and Cain a 

farmer.  (these are the world’s oldest professions) 
 
Principle:  Children can be disappointing. 
(Think about how God felt about Adam and Eve.  Your parents about you.) 
 
4:1 L.T. = Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave 
birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild-Yahweh."  
4:2 L.T. = And she caused to add to give birth to his brother Abel. And Abel 
was a keeper of flocks, but Cain became a servant of the ground.  
 
Gen 4:3 = Cain’s Offering. 
 
So it came about in the course of time (QETZ with prep = MIQETZ = 1st of 67x; 
means the end of a definite period of time; here the word “days” is used; at 
the end of the specified days; notice again the literal use of days in this 
context) that Cain brought an offering (MINCHAH = 1st of 211x; singular; a gift 
offering; KJV translates this word as a “meat” offering in Lev 2, which is 
clearly an incorrect translation; this type of offering was not valid until the 
giving of the Mosaic Law; NAS calls it a “grain offering”) to the Lord of the 
fruit of the ground.  
 
4:3 L.T. = So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought a gift 
offering to Yahweh of the fruit of the ground.  
 
Gen 4:4  =  Abel’s Offering and God’s Response. 
 
Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings (BeKOR = 1st of 122x; a firstborn, 
whether of humans or animals) of his flock and of their fat portions. And the 
Lord had regard (Qal IPF + w.c. SHA’AH = 1st of 15x; to look with favor on, 
had acceptance) for (prep ‘EL = for, unto) Abel and for his offering;  
 
4:4 L.T. = Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And Yahweh had acceptance for Abel and for his 
offering;  
 
Gen 4:5 = God and Cain’s Responses. 
 
but for Cain and for his (MINCHAH = gift) offering He had no regard (Qal PF 
SHA’AH = 2nd of 15x; acceptance). So Cain became very angry (Qal IPF + w.c. 
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CHARAH = 1st of 92x; plus adverb MeODH = exceedingly) and his 
countenance (face) fell.  
 
4:5 L.T. = but for Cain and for his gift offering He had no acceptance. So 
Cain became very angry and his face fell. 
 
Summary: 
1. There was evidently an unrecorded yet prescribed manner for 

offerings, that Abel obeyed but Cain didn’t.  4:3-4 
 A. It involved the right timing. 
 B. It involved the right attitude. 
 C. It involved the right offering.  
 
2. Cain brought one bloodless sacrifice, indicative of stinginess. 
(Like some people who only think that they need to give to God in one particular 
way.  Throw money at Him, but are selfish with their other resources, talents, 
abilities, gifts, time) 
 
3. Abel brought several of the best portions of blood sacrifices, 

indicative of generosity. 
 
4. One came from duty, the other from thanksgiving.  2 Cor 9:7  
(Cheerful giving is not just a NT principle.  While in the OT there were laws 
concerning the tithes and offerings, the attitude was still to be cheerful.) 
 
5. Abel’s faith led to a righteous sacrifice, which still speaks to us.   
 Heb 11:4 
By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and 
through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.  
 
6. But Jesus’ blood speaks better.  Heb 12:24 
And to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which 
speaks better than the blood of Abel.  
 
7. Here is a picture of the fallen nature at work. 
 A. Cain brought his offering out of duty. 

B. Cain brought a substitute offering rather than an offering as a 
substitute. 

C. Cain tried to write his own rules. 
D. Cain got angry when God didn’t accept things the way that he 

wanted to do them. 
 

8. We don’t know how old Cain is but he is acting like a little kid. 
 
Principle:  Selfish giving from duty does not please the Lord.  2 Cor 9:5 
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(Some people think they are generous because they give free advice.  I would 
imagine that a large part of the economic downturn in this nation is the selfish 
giving toward the things of the Lord.  It is the very life and character of God to 
give.) 
 
4:1 L.T. = Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave 
birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild-Yahweh."  
4:2 L.T. = And she caused to add to give birth to his brother Abel. And Abel 
was a keeper of flocks, but Cain became a servant of the ground.  
4:3 L.T. = So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought a gift 
offering to Yahweh of the fruit of the ground.  
4:4 L.T. = Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And Yahweh had acceptance for Abel and for his 
offering;  
4:5 L.T. = but for Cain and for his gift offering He had no acceptance. So 
Cain became very angry and his face fell. 
 
Gen 4:6  = The Lord Confronts Cain. 
 
Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen?  
 
4:6 L.T. = Then Yahweh said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has 
your face fallen?  
 
Summary: 
1. Here the Lord confronts the first offspring of Adam and Eve, asking 

Cain why he is angry with Him. 
 
2. Does Cain expect that he can disobey the Lord and have joy and 

peace?  (How did that work for your mom and dad?) 
 
4:1 L.T. = Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave 
birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild-Yahweh."  
4:2 L.T. = And she caused to add to give birth to his brother Abel. And Abel 
was a keeper of flocks, but Cain became a servant of the ground.  
4:3 L.T. = So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought a gift 
offering to Yahweh of the fruit of the ground.  
4:4 L.T. = Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And Yahweh had acceptance for Abel and for his 
offering;  
4:5 L.T. = but for Cain and for his gift offering He had no acceptance. So 
Cain became very angry and his face fell. 
4:6 L.T. = Then Yahweh said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has 
your face fallen?  
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Gen 4:7 = Opportunity for Change. 
 
"If you do well (Hiph IPF YATABH = 1st of 117x; to cause to do good; perform 
actions of good), will not your countenance be lifted up (Qal Inf NASA’ = you 
not be lifted up)? And if you do not do well, sin (feminine singular noun 
CHAtA’AH = 1st of 294x; word can mean either sin, a missing of the mark or 
a “sin offering” as it is used many places in the Law; which one is 
determined by the following word) is crouching (Qal Ptc RABATZ = 1st of 
30x; to crouch or lie down as an animal does) at the door (PATACH = 1st of 
164x; an opening, door); and its desire (feminine singular noun TeSHUQAH 
= 2nd of 3x; cf 3:16; goes with “sin offering,” it is a desire to rule over) is for 
you, but you (yourself) must master (Qal IPF MASHAL = shall rule over) it 
(masculine singular suffix = him, referring to a male sin offering)."  
 
4:7 L.T. = "If you cause to do well, will you not be lifted up? And if you do 
not do well, a sin offering is crouching at the door; and unto you is its 
desire to rule, but you yourself must rule over him."  
 
Summary: 
1. Cain is given the solution to his problems. 
 A. It requires change from his sinful ways to doing well. 
 B. His sinful ways include doing things his own way. 
 (Selfishness, self-determination.) 
 
2. With the change comes the opportunity for a “face lift.” 
 
3. If he refuses the solution he will continue to face a losing battle with 

his dominating Sin Nature, pictured by the Sin Offering. 
(The crouching animal is a picture used of lambs and lions.  Here we have a 
picture of a passive animal {wild animals were never brought to sacrifice}, laying 
at his doorway, looking innocent, that must be sacrificed to please the Lord.  Cain 
was forced to consider the spiritual aspect because the animal itself was no 
threat to him.  The innocent victim had to be killed.  This refusal to kill an animal?  
First PETA person?  First bleeding heart?  Cause others to bleed first?) 
 
4. He must decide that his Sin Nature needs killed or “crucified.”  Gal 

2:20 
"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself up for me.  
 
5. For Cain, this is the beginning of the exhortation to “cause to do 

good.” 
 
6. This animal is “willing” to be sacrificed, as will be Messiah. 
 (“the sin offering desires you to do what is needed) 
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7. This is a picture of accepting payment for sins from someone else, 

which Cain was refusing. 
 
8. Doors are pictures of salvation. 
 A. To the Ark of Noah.  Gen 6:16 
"You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top; and set 
the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it with lower, second, and third 
decks.  
 B. At the 10th Plague on Egypt.  Ex 12:22 
"You shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, 
and apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two 
doorposts; and none of you shall go outside the door of his house until morning.  
 C. Of the way into the Sheepfold.  John 10:7-9 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 "All who came before Me 
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 "I am the door; if 
anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture.  
 
9. Cain is being taught that: 
 A. The payment for sin requires a blood sacrifice. 
 B. This sacrifice is at the door denoting availability of salvation. 

C. This sacrifice will provide the means to win the individual 
battle with sin. 

D. He has to decide to “do the right thing” which is a picture of 
faith. 

 
10. Notice that the Lord Himself is giving the gospel here. 
 (Some will just say no to everyone and anyone.) 
 
Principle:  Salvation is available to all mankind, but it is on God’s terms. 
 
4:1 L.T. = Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave 
birth to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a manchild-Yahweh."  
4:2 L.T. = And she caused to add to give birth to his brother Abel. And Abel 
was a keeper of flocks, but Cain became a servant of the ground.  
4:3 L.T. = So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought a gift 
offering to Yahweh of the fruit of the ground.  
4:4 L.T. = Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And Yahweh had acceptance for Abel and for his 
offering;  
4:5 L.T. = but for Cain and for his gift offering He had no acceptance. So 
Cain became very angry and his face fell. 
4:6 L.T. = Then Yahweh said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has 
your face fallen?  
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4:7 L.T. = "If you cause to do well, will you not be lifted up? And if you do 
not do well, a sin offering is crouching at the door; and unto you is its 
desire to rule, but you yourself must rule over him."  
 
Gen 4:8 = Murder One. 
 
Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about when they were in the field, that 
Cain rose up (Qal IPF + w.c. QUM = 1st of 627x; to rise up, establish, make a 
plan and bring it to pass) against Abel his brother and killed him (Qal IPF + 
w.c. HARAG = 1st of 167x; an interesting word that primarily means to fall in 
war and denotes ruthless violence; massacre is a word used to describe 
this kind of violence on a number of defenseless people; this was a one 
man massacre.).  
 
4:8 L.T. = Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.  
 
Summary: 
1. Cain reported to Abel about his conversation with the Lord but we 

have no additional information about that conversation. 
 (Cain the “Narcissist” would blame him.  Not recorded but possibly 

happened.) 
 
2. The first murder is premeditated and is Murder One. 
 
3. It is marked by ruthless violence done without mercy. 
 
4. Cain is closer to being the “seed of the serpent” than the “seed of 

the woman.”  John 8:44 
 
Principle:  Unchecked anger at God can lead to unbridled violence toward 
His creation. 
 
4:1-8  = Cain’s Response to God.   
4:9-15  = Cain’s Response from God.  Marked Man. 
4:16-24 = Cain’s Relatives. 
4:25-26 = Cain’s Replacement. 
 
Gen 4:9 = Question for the Ages. 
 
Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he said, "I do not 
know (just an outright lie). Am I my brother's keeper (Qal Ptc SHAMAR = the 
one guarding, protector)?"  
 
4:9 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he 
said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"  
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Summary: 
1. Again God confronts Cain’s sins. 
 (Cain just thought God was unhappy the last time.) 
 
2. His anger at God has led to murder and lying. 
 
3. He then challenges God with an important question. 
 
4. How we answer that question is a significant marker of our 

conformity to the Image of Christ.  1 Tim 2:4; Eph 5:1; 1 Cor 11:1 
A. Families and societies are honorably built on the correct 

answer to this question. 
 B. Adam was supposed to protect the Garden and failed. 
 C. Now we are to protect those allotted to us.  1 Pet 5:1-4 
 
5. Several attitudes are contained in what Cain asks. 

A. His own accountability is unbearable. 
 B. He believes that lies can hide us from God. 
 C. Abel was supposed to take care of himself. 
 D. His exhibits signs of being the first Sociopath. 
  
6. Several subquestions are also contained. 
 A. Is my brother my responsibility? 
 B. Can I fool God with my lies? 
 C. God, what’s it to you? 
 
Principle:  Fallen and angry natures tend to lie and deny responsibility.  
  
4:9 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he 
said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"  
 
Gen 4:10  = Exposed. 
 
He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to Me 
from the ground.  
 
4:10 L.T. = He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's 
blood is crying to Me from the ground.  
 
Summary: 
1. Of course God knew what Cain had “done” to his brother. 
 
2. God permits the volition of mankind to function, even when it 

regards sin and evil.  (the wheat and tares will grow together) 
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3. Cain is a “brother-killer” which is the opposite of loving one’s 
brother.  Lev 19:17-18 

'You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove 
your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him. 18 'You shall not take 
vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.  

A. The B-K does things his own way and expects God to go along 
with him. 

B. The B-K gets angry when rebuked. 
C. The B-K often takes out his anger toward God on other human 

beings.  Matt 5:22 
"But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before 
the court; and whoever says to his brother, ' You good-for-nothing,' shall be guilty 
before the supreme court; and whoever says, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to 
go into the fiery hell.  
 
4. Discipline for sin will be meted out in the Lord’s way according to 

His timing.   
 
5. Certain generations get the full brunt of previous generations lack of 

obedience concerning justice. Matt 23:34-35 
Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some 
of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute from city to city, 35 so that upon you may fall the 
guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to 
the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the 
temple and the altar.  Luke 11:49-51 For this reason also the wisdom of God 
said, 'I will send to them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill 
and some they will persecute, 50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed since 
the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, 51 from the 
blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the 
house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged against this generation.'  

A. Under the Mosaic Law, the twisting of truth, if left twisted, will 
come due on the 4th generation if there is no repentance.  Exo 
34:6-7  (On individual and nation.  Repentance though breaks it.) 

Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord 
God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who 
forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty 
unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations."  

B. When the discipline comes due, each person must remember 
that he too is worthy of death.  Deut 24:16 

A Fathers shall not be put to death for their sons, nor shall sons be put to death 
for their fathers; everyone shall be put to death for his own sin.  
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Principle:  God is not fooled by lies nor intimidated by anger. 
 
4:9 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he 
said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"  
4:10 L.T. = He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's 
blood is crying to Me from the ground.  
 
Gen 4:11 = Proclamation of the Curse. 
 
"Now you are cursed from the ground (prep MIN = out from; used to denote an 
idiom meaning to “withdraw its strength;” Because the earth has been 
compelled to drink innocent blood, it rebels against the murderer, and 
when he tills it, withdraws its strength, so that the soil yields no produce; 
just as the land of Canaan is said to have spued out the Canaanites, on 
account of their abominations (Lev 18:28).  {from Keil and Delitzsch 
Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic 
Database. Copyright © 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. All rights 
reserved.  His farming activities will not be blessed.  His chosen 
profession.}, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from 
your hand.  
 
4:11 L.T. = "Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its 
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand.  
 
Gen 4:12 = No Rest for the Wicked. 
 
"When you cultivate (serve) the ground, it will no longer yield its strength to you; 
you will be a vagrant (NA’ = 1st of 40x; to quiver, waver, tremble, totter; what 
the Jews were called while in the desert; Num 32:13; basic meaning is 
unstable; denotes the state of being) and a wanderer (NUDH = 1st of 24x; to 
move to and fro, flutter, to retreat, flee, depart, stray or wander) on the 
earth."  
 
4:12 L.T. = "When you serve the ground, it will no longer yield its strength 
to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth."  
 
Summary: 
1. Cain’s chosen profession, farming, will not be blessed. 
 
2. Cain’s life will be environmentally unstable which pictures his 

spiritual instability.  Eph 4:14 
As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in 
deceitful scheming;  
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3. This will force him to move from place to place seeking blessing and 
rest.   

 
4. He is banished, homeless and will have no place to call home, even if 

he were to build a city. 
(He is going to build a city, trying to remove the curse.  The city is doomed from 
the start. The instability of his soul without God will never change.) 
 
5. The instability: 
 A. Comes from a lack of faith.  James 1:5-8 
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously 
and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith 
without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven 
and tossed by the wind. 7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive 
anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  
 B. Marks the “last days” of the Church.  2 Peter 2:13-15 
they are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with 
you, 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable 
souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 15 forsaking the right 
way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, 
who loved the wages of unrighteousness;  

C. Leads to distortion of the Scriptures.  2 Peter 3:14-18 
Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by 
Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given 
him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in 
which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable 
distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 You 
therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are 
not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 
steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.  
 
Principle:  Unrepentant sin brings instability of soul and spiritual 
wandering. 
 
4:9 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he 
said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"  
4:10 L.T. = He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's 
blood is crying to Me from the ground.  
4:11 L.T. = "Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its 
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand.  
4:12 L.T. = "When you serve the ground, it will no longer yield its strength 
to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth."  
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Gen 4:13  = Cain’s Response. 
 
Cain said to the Lord, "My punishment (‘AWON = 1st of 230x; word means to 
twist.  Everywhere else it is translated “iniquity.”) is too great to bear (Qal Inf 
Cons NASA’ = to lift up, bear)!  
 
4:13 L.T. = Cain said to the Lord, "My iniquity is too great to bear!  
 
Summary: 
1. Cain did not utter anything that would denote repentance or remorse 

for what he had done.  (He did not say that “my guilt” or “my sin”) 
 
2. He only was interested in himself. 
 
3. He did make a true statement about his iniquity but he needed to 

accept “The Iniquity Bearer.”  Isa 53:5 
But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging 
we are healed.  
 
Principle:  Unrepentant sinners are self-centered. 
(Even Believers.  Phase 1 salvation is deliverance from the eternal penalty of sin.  
Phase 2 salvation is temporal deliverance from the power of sin, including the sin 
of selfishness.) 
 
4:9 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he 
said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"  
4:10 L.T. = He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's 
blood is crying to Me from the ground.  
4:11 L.T. = "Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its 
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand.  
4:12 L.T. = "When you serve the ground, it will no longer yield its strength 
to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth."  
4:13 L.T. = Cain said to the Lord, "My punishment is too great to bear!  
 
Gen 4:14 = The Fear of Cain. 
 
"Behold (Lord, pay attention), You have driven me (GARASH is same word 
used in 3:24 where mom and dad got driven out of the garden) this day from 
the face of the ground; and from Your face I will be hidden (Niph IPF sATAR = 
1st of 80x; to be hidden; different word than in 3:8,10 which is CHABA’ 
emphasizing the action of hiding, often by turning away; this word 
emphasizes more the covering behind which one hides), and I will be a 
vagrant and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me."  
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4:14 L.T. = "Behold, You have driven me this day from the face of the 
ground; and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will be a vagrant and a 
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me."  
 
Summary: 
1. Cain is still not happy with God, since God has driven him away from 

his place.   
 
2. Cain knows that he will be missing God’s blessings, since God’s 

face will be “hidden” behind His Righteousness. 
 (a sin offering is still available although not mentioned. 
 
3. Cain is still acting like a little kid who does not want to take 

responsibility for his actions.   
(Notice the “me” in his “I” disease. He is whining for protection from God but 
nothing indicates a repentance seeking mercy.) 
 
4. He doesn’t want to happen to him what he did to his brother. 
 
5. There had evidently been a passage of time because he is concerned 

about other people harming him.   
(God has recorded in His word what is needed for spiritual growth, but that does 
not include every detail.  There could be as many as 129 years before this event.  
Genesis 5 and 11 contain the phrase “and he had other sons and daughters” 
concerning the Patriarchs.  It looks like Cain and Abel were the first two but there 
were probably many more before Seth when Adam was 130.  From Adam Clark’s 
Commentary:  “But this calculation may be disputed, because there is no 
evidence that the antediluvian patriarchs began to have children before they 
were sixty-five years of age. Now, supposing that Adam at one hundred and 
thirty years of age had one hundred and thirty children, which is quite possible, 
and each of these a child at sixty-five years of age, and one in each successive 
year, the whole, in the one hundred and thirtieth year of the world, would amount 
to one thousand two hundred and nineteen persons; a number sufficient to found 
several villages, and to excite the apprehensions under which Cain appeared at 
this time to labour,” ) 
 
Principle:  The Fallen angry Nature wants the Compassion without the 
Compliance.  
(The Gift but not the Giver, the Blessing without the Blessor, the creation without 
the Creator, the life without the giver of life et al) 
 
4:9 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he 
said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"  
4:10 L.T. = He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's 
blood is crying to Me from the ground.  
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4:11 L.T. = "Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its 
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand.  
4:12 L.T. = "When you serve the ground, it will no longer yield its strength 
to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth."  
4:13 L.T. = Cain said to the Lord, "My punishment is too great to bear!  
4:14 L.T. = "Behold, You have driven me this day from the face of the 
ground; and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will be a vagrant and a 
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me."  
 
Gen 4:15 = The Mark of Cain. 
 
So the Lord said to him, "Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken 
(Hoph IPF QUM = 1st of 35x; in causative passive; to punish; take 
vengeance) on him sevenfold." And the Lord  appointed a sign (‘OTH = same 
word as 1:14 where He set the lights in the heavens for “signs”; 9:12 of the 
rainbow; 17:11 as circumcision; plagues on Egypt; Sabbath day; tribal 
signs of Israel; miracles etc.) for Cain, so that no one finding him would slay 
him (Hiph Inf Cons NAKAH = 1st of 501x; to smite, strike, inflict injury, not 
necessarily fatal so “slay” is not necessarily accurate.  Word meaning runs 
the range from a slap to a death blow).  
 
4:15 L.T. = So the Lord said to him, "Therefore whoever kills Cain, 
vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold." And the Lord appointed a sign 
for Cain, so that no one finding him would strike him.  
 
Summary: 
1. This proclamation concerns a much greater discipline for anyone 

who does to Cain what he did to his brother.   
 
2. That party’s life and environment would be seven times worse. 
(The descriptive word was a one man massacre. This is actually another picture 
of God’s grace to Cain.  What He could have done.) 
 
3. God marked Cain in such a way that all would know not to even 

touch him to bring him harm.   
(Most Rabbi’s believed it was an external mark) 
 
4. We do not know what the mark is.   
(Many have poured over the text for a clue as to what the mark was, but it is 
more than likely a test from God to see if stay true to the text, and let people 
know when communicators are only speculating) 
From JFB commentary list:  mental affliction, melancholy, lunacy, a “poor, 
haggard, wretched maniac,” one only calmed by music, a distinct covering (which 
he wore to tell others to leave him alone), a speech impediment that led his 
progeny to become dumb like the orangutans (who were his lineal descendants)   
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From Adam Clark’s Commentary list:  paralytic, Yahweh’s name written on his 
forehead, one of the letters of Yahweh’s name, some think he almost became 
immune to the sword, fire, drowning, whirlwinds and lightning.  One ancient 
commentary says it was a circle with the sun rising.  Some say it was Abel’s dog 
that he could not shake.  Some say it was the letter “TAW” the last letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet and the first letter of TeSHUWBA’AH meaning repentance, that 
he had not yet “spelled the word.”  Rabbi Joseph said it was a long horn growing 
out of his forehead. 
  
5. Cain’s punishment would include being stigmatized for his entire life. 
 
6. Why would God allow a murderer to go free? 

A. To display His mercy and grace.  (The spiritual issue) 
God doesn't give us what we do deserve; and in His grace, He gives us what we 
don't deserve.  
 B. To populate the earth.  (The practical issue) 
 C. To let the “tares” coexist with the “wheat.”  (The plan issue) 
 D. There is no death penalty until after the Flood.  Gen 9:1-6   
  (The Legal issue) 
 
7. Cain’s actions became know as “the way of Cain.” Jude 10-13 
But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things 
which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are 
destroyed. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay 
they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion 
of Korah. 12 These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when 
they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, 
carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13  
wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for 
whom the black darkness has been reserved forever.  
 A. Hypocritical.  (He pretends to worship, in his own way.) 
 B. Emotional.  (A “mad” man who let’s anger run its course.) 
 C. Sinner.  (Wrong offering.  Eliminates competition.) 
 D. Narcissist.  (He has a better way.) 
 E. Destroyer.  (He seeks to bring others down.) 
 E. Sociopathic.  (No remorse over killing) 
 
8. Cain is a picture of the “seed of the serpent.”  1 John 3:11-13 
For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. 
And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his 
brother's were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.  
 
Principle:  Life under Divine Discipline can be worse than death. 
(True life is never more than a decision away.  Sin Offering available.) 
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4:9 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" And he 
said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"  
4:10 L.T. = He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's 
blood is crying to Me from the ground.  
4:11 L.T. = "Now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its 
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand.  
4:12 L.T. = "When you serve the ground, it will no longer yield its strength 
to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth."  
4:13 L.T. = Cain said to the Lord, "My punishment is too great to bear!  
4:14 L.T. = "Behold, You have driven me this day from the face of the 
ground; and from Your face I will be hidden, and I will be a vagrant and a 
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me."  
4:15 L.T. = So the Lord said to him, "Therefore whoever kills Cain, 
vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold." And the Lord appointed a sign 
for Cain, so that no one finding him would strike him.  
 
4:1-8  = Cain’s Response to God. 
4:9-15  = Cain’s Response from God. 
4:16-24 = Cain’s Relatives. 
4:25-26 = Cain’s Replacement. 
 
“The way of Cain.” Jude 10-13 
 A. Hypocritical.  (He pretends to worship, in his own way.) 
 B. Emotional.  (A “mad” man who let’s anger run its course.) 
 C. Sinner.  (Wrong offering.  Eliminates competition.) 
 D. Narcissist.  (He has a better way.) 
 E. Destroyer.  (He seeks to bring others down.) 
 E. Sociopathic.  (No remorse over killing) 
 
Gen 4:16 = Cain the Wanderer. 
 
Then Cain went out from the presence (face) of the Lord, and settled (Qal IPF + 
w.c. SHABAH = 1st of 1081x; to live, put down your tent, dwell) in the land of 
Nod (NODH = from the word group that means to “wander”), east of Eden.  
 
4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
 
Summary: 
1. God kept His Word and protected Cain as he wandered.  
 
2. The geographical location of the land of Nod, east of Eden cannot be 

determined.  
 
3. Nod is a land of flight and exile, in contrast with Eden, the land of 

delight, where Yahweh walked with men.  
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4. In a very real sense it is a picture of man going his own way. Jon 1:3 
But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. 
 
5. Cain sought pity for his plight but had no repentance for his act, so 

he will be uncomfortably comfortable with his wanderings. 
 (Add: seeker of sympathy to the “way of Cain.”  Oh Woe is me!) 
 
Principle:  Choosing against God’s Plan is a choice to spiritually wander. 
 
“The way of Cain.” Jude 10-13 
 A. Hypocritical.  (He pretends to worship, in his own way.) 
 B. Emotional.  (A “mad” man who let’s anger run its course.) 
 C. Sinner.  (Wrong offering.  Eliminates competition.) 
 D. Narcissist.  (He has a better way.) 
 E. Destroyer.  (He seeks to bring others down.) 
 E. Sociopathic.  (No remorse over killing) 
 F. Sympathy Seeker.   

(lives in a pity party.  Google this:  internet support groups have 
been infiltrated by them.  Want you pity but are not willing to 
change.) 

 
4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
 
Gen 4:17 = Cain the City Builder. 
 
Cain had relations (knew) with his wife and she conceived (just like Adam and 
Eve did to begat Cain and Abel), and gave birth (Qal PF YALADH = his wife 
did the actual begetting) to Enoch (CHaNOKH = consecration; set apart to 
renew his life); and he built (Qal PTC BANAH = was building; he did not 
finish it but set out to build it) a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, 
after the name of his son.  
 
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
 
Summary: 
1. Cain is trying to reverse the curse through his own plans and efforts 

by establishing roots. 
 
2. Cain will try to change his world to change his life. 
 (God’s plan is to let Him transform your life to change the world.) 
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3. When one rejects the offering of the Lord, the only heaven available 
is a manmade fortress on the earth.  

 
4. The narrative indicates that Cain’s wife traveled with him into exile, 

not that he found her in Nod. 
 
5. He probably married a daughter of Adam, his sister, which was not 

prohibited until the Mosaic Law, 2500 years later.  Lev 18 
 
6. Enoch’s name means “consecration” indicating that he saw this 

birth as the beginning of a new life for him, and thus the city got the 
same name. 

 
7. The use of the word “city” does not necessarily indicate a large 

population as much as it indicates a place with permanent dwellings 
in distinction to tents. 

 
8. Cain sought a unified society without God involved in it and thus 

seeks Stability in earthly Structures, thus being Materialistic. 
 
9. The ground would still not yield its strength to Cain. 
 
Principle:  Fallen and unrepentant man futilely tries to order his own world. 
(Where the anti-theistic worldview of pluralism came from.  There are as many 
worlds as there are people to create them.) 
 
4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
 
“The way of Cain.” Jude 10-13 
 A. Hypocritical.  (He pretends to worship, in his own way.) 
 B. Emotional.  (A “mad” man who let’s anger run its course.) 
 C. Sinner.  (Wrong offering.  Eliminates competition.) 
 D. Narcissist.  (He has a better way.) 
 E. Destroyer.  (He seeks to bring others down.) 
 E. Sociopathic.  (No remorse over killing) 
 F. Sympathy Seeker.  (lives in a pity party) 
 G. Materialistic.  (finds value in things of this earth.) 
 
Gen 4:18 = Cain the Patriarch. 
 
Now to Enoch (the “consecrated one”) was born (Niph PF YALADH) Irad (the 
city man), and Irad became the father (Qal PF YALADH = these generations 
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may not have been literal father-son because the Qal is to be used 
exclusively for females giving birth.  In the line of Messiah the Hiphil, 
caused to beget, is precisely used throughout Scripture, beginning in 
Genesis 5.  The Holy Spirit made a careful distinction.) of Mehujael (smitten 
of God or God’s smiter), and Mehujael became the father of Methushael (man 
of God or God-man), and Methushael became the father of Lamech (from verb 
meaning a “strong young man.”).  
 
4:18 L.T. = Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael 
became the father of Lamech.  
 
Summary: 
1. Names ending in “el” are a reference to God. 
 
2. Is it “The Elohim” of Genesis 1:1 or another god invented by man? 
 
3. If the names refer to “The Elohim” they are trying to obtain His favor 

without compliance.  (Did some of them become Believers?  There is not 
any other indication that those in the line of Cain did.) 

 
4. If they refer to a manmade god then the counterfeit has already 

begun. 
 
5. They could also be claiming godhood for themselves and their 

children. 
 
Principle:  Fallen and unrepentant man plays at religion without 
relationship. 
 
4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
4:18 L.T. = Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael 
became the father of Lamech.  
 
Gen 4:19 = Polygamy Begins-The Descent of Man. 
 
Lamech took (LAQACH = this word means to take by force.  The force can 
be gentle or strong but it means to use the necessary force to accomplish 
the act of taking.  Eve was brought to the Man.  He didn’t “take” her but 
rather a rib was “taken” out of Adam to make her.  Adam was “taken” to the 
Garden.  It is used honorably for a man to “take” a wife for the purpose of 
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becoming one flesh.  It is also used dishonorably for rape.  How much 
force?  We don’t know.) to himself two wives: the name of the one was Adah 
(adorned), and the name of the other, Zillah (roasted to point of being soft).  
 
4:19 L.T. = Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was 
Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah.  
 
Summary: 
1. Lamech was the first recorded polygamist. 
 
2. The names of the women are indicative of sexual attractions, 

picturing more the lust than the honor in marriage.  
 
3. A family who never repents continues to descend into sin. 
 
4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
4:18 L.T. = Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael 
became the father of Lamech.  
4:19 L.T. = Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was 
Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah.  
 
Gen 4:20 = Lamech the Patriarch of Nomads. 
 
Adah gave birth to Jabal (YABHAL = from verb meaning to flow, to run as a 
stream or river, often with force, then to flow out of the mouth and rejoice; 
He is doing what Abel did.); he was the father of those who dwell in tents and 
have livestock (MIQNAH = 1st of 76x; cattle, as in a herd; emphasis on 
possessions and wealth).  
 
4:20 L.T. = Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in 
tents and have livestock.  
 
Summary: 
1. Jabal was a leader in the accumulation of wealth via cattle herds. 
 (He was the first “cowboy.”) 
 
2. The cattle were a source for food and clothing so they had value and 

thus were a means of accumulating wealth. 
 
3. God designated animals as clean and unclean before the Flood so 

there were some dietary codes for consumption of meat.  Gen 7:2 
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4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
4:18 L.T. = Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael 
became the father of Lamech.  
4:19 L.T. = Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was 
Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah.  
4:20 L.T. = Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in 
tents and have livestock.  
 
Gen 4:21 = Jubal the Patriarch of Musicians. 
 
His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre 
(guitar type instrument) and pipe (reeded instruments like bagpipes).  
 
4:21 L.T. = His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who 
play the lyre and pipe.  
 
Summary: 
1. Jubal is the father of those who played the stringed and wind 

instruments. 
 
2. Now Cain’s city has food and music. 
 (Looks like all that was needed was the beautiful dancing girls.) 
 
4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
4:18 L.T. = Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael 
became the father of Lamech.  
4:19 L.T. = Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was 
Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah.  
4:20 L.T. = Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in 
tents and have livestock.  
4:21 L.T. = His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who 
play the lyre and pipe.  
 
Gen 4:22 = Tubal-Cain the Metal Manufacturer. 
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As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of all implements 
(CHORESH = 2x; 1 Kgs 7:14; an implement of any kind; which could also 
include weapons and based on Lamech’s upcoming song, probably did, 
which contributed to the lawlessness.) of bronze and iron (wrote the song:  
“If I had a hammer” ☺); and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah (the lovely or 
graceful, first beauty queen?).  
 
4:22 L.T. = As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of all 
implements of bronze and iron; and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.  
 
Summary: 
1. His three sons are inventors which show how the mind and efforts of 

the Cainites were directed toward beautifying and perfecting the 
earthly life.  

 
2. Tubal-Cain was the first to forge tools that could be used to make 

things so as to build cities. 
 
4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
4:18 L.T. = Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael 
became the father of Lamech.  
4:19 L.T. = Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was 
Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah.  
4:20 L.T. = Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in 
tents and have livestock.  
4:21 L.T. = His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who 
play the lyre and pipe.  
4:22 L.T. = As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of all 
implements of bronze and iron; and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.  
 
Gen 4:23 = Lamech the Louse. 
 
Lamech said to his wives, "Adah and Zillah, Listen to my voice, You wives of 
Lamech, Give heed (Qal Imp SHAMA’ = the first “SHAMA’” came from 
Lamech; “Hear, O wives,”) to my speech (voice), For I have killed a man for 
wounding me; And a boy for striking me;  
 
4:23 L.T. = Lamech said to his wives, "Adah and Zillah, Listen to my voice, 
You wives of Lamech, Give heed to my speech,  For I have killed a man for 
wounding me; And a boy for striking me;  
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Gen 4:24 = Lamech the Legendary. 
 
If Cain is avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."  
 
4:24 L.T. = If Cain is avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."  
 
Summary: 
1. Lamech is singing a song that displays his lawlessness and 

arrogance.  (Pride probably based in his sons’ accomplishments.) 
 
2. He considers himself ten times more important than Cain. 
 
3. Keil and Delitzsch comment: “In this song, which contains in its 

rhythm, its strophic arrangement of the thoughts, and its poetic 
diction, we may detect ‘that Titanic arrogance, of which the Bible 
says that its power is its god (Hab 1:11), and that it carries its god, 
namely, its sword, in its hand (Job 12:6).’”  

 
4. According to these accounts, the acquisition of wealth, the arts and 

manufacturing were invented by the Cainites. 
 
5. Nothing is inherently evil in what they invented, but the problem 

came when they were used for evil purposes.  Gen 6:5 
 
6. The evil is seen in that: 

A. They were carried out in an ungodly spirit, being driven by the 
Sinful Nature rather than by the Spirit of God. 

B. They are trying to reverse the Curse without The Cure. 
C. They have their roots in their mental powers with which man 

was endowed for the sovereignty and subjugation of the earth. 
D. They are using their God-given blessings to build a man-

centered city. 
 
Principle:  A society can look good and still be godless. 
 
“The way of Cain.” Jude 10-13 
 A. Hypocritical.  (He pretends to worship, in his own way.) 
 B. Emotional.  (A “mad” man who let’s anger run its course.) 
 C. Sinner.  (Wrong offering.  Eliminates competition.) 
 D. Narcissist.  (He has a better way.) 
 E. Destroyer.  (He seeks to bring others down.) 
 E. Sociopathic.  (No remorse over killing) 
 F. Sympathy Seeker.  (lives in a pity party) 
 G. Materialistic. 
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4:16 L.T. = Then Cain went out from the face of the Lord, and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.  
4:17 L.T. = Cain knew his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; 
and he was building a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the 
name of his son.  
4:18 L.T. = Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of 
Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael 
became the father of Lamech.  
4:19 L.T. = Lamech took to himself two wives: the name of the one was 
Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah.  
4:20 L.T. = Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in 
tents and have livestock.  
4:21 L.T. = His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who 
play the lyre and pipe.  
4:22 L.T. = As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of all 
implements of bronze and iron; and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.  
4:23 L.T. = Lamech said to his wives, "Adah and Zillah, Listen to my voice, 
You wives of Lamech, Give heed to my speech,  For I have killed a man for 
wounding me; And a boy for striking me;  
4:24 L.T. = If Cain is avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."  
 
 
4:1-8  = Cain’s Response to God. 
4:9-15  = Cain’s Response from God. 
4:16-24 = Cain’s Relatives. 
4:25-26 = Cain’s Replacement. 
 
Gen 4:25 = The Birth of Seth. 
 
Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named 
him S(h)eth, for, she said, "God has appointed me another offspring in place of 
Abel, for Cain killed him."  
 
4:25 L.T. = Adam knew his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and she 
named him Sheth, for, she said, "God has appointed me another offspring 
in place of Abel, for Cain killed him."  
 
Summary: 
1. Mom had come to love her “nothing” son. 
 
2. She knew that this one was special. 
 
Gen 4:26 = Seth’s Son. 
 
To Seth, to him also a son was born; and he called his name Enosh. Then men 
began to call upon the name of the Lord (Yahweh). 
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4:26 L.T. = To Seth, to him also a son was born; and he called his name 
Enosh. Then men began to call upon the name of Yahweh. 
 
Summary: 
1. Evidently in the early generations from Adam there was a major 

rejection of the Lord. 
 
2. Sin Natures are permitted to manifest themselves under the grace of 

God. 
 
 
 
 



 139

Genesis 5 
 
Gen 5:1  = The Generations. 
 
This is the book (SEPHER = 1st of 186x; has meaning from a chapter to a 
book; only time in Genesis; next use Exo 17:14 where Moses was told to 
write a chapter about Amalek) of the generations (TOLeDOTH = 2nd use; from 
word meaning “to begat”; the begattings, the histories) of Adam. In the (a) 
day when God created man (Adam), He made him (‘ASAH = to manufacture) in 
the likeness (DeMUTH = 2nd use of 25x; cf 1:26; the plan was to make man in 
His image and likeness; a likeness, pattern, resemblance; used 10x in Ezek 
1 where it is translated “likeness” the key is the word “Our” in 1:26, which 
indicates something beyond simply that which is possessed by TZELEM 
{image}; many early commentators viewed this to be the ethical side of 
God) of God.  
 
5:1 L.T. = This is the chapter of the generations of Adam.  In a day when 
Elohim created Adam, He made him in the likeness of Elohim. 
 
Summary: 
1. In view is the growth process that God had desired from the start. 
 
2. Adam is not only created at a point of time in the “image” of God, 

(meaning having self-consciousness and the ability to decide), but 
has undergone a manufacturing process and learned to use it in a 
godly way. 

 
3. Adam’s name means “man.” 
 
Gen 5:2  = Reminder of Human Creation. 
 
He created them (Qal Pf BARA’ = out of nothing) male and female (reference 
to their souls), and He blessed them and named them Man in the (a) day 
(indefinite reference to the day when the creation began; the focus is not 
the day of creation but their creation, blessing and naming) when they were 
created.  
 
5:2 L.T. = He created them male and female, and He blessed them and 
named them Man in a day when they were created.  
 
Gen 5:3  = First Son in Adam’s Likeness-Enter Seth. 
 
When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a 
son in his own likeness (DeMUTH = 3rd and last use in Genesis; Cain and Abel 
were the first, Abel would have been qualified like this but not Cain, who 
was still probably alive;  there were probably several more children after 



 140

that like Cain, but then along came Seth), according to his image (TZELEM = 
image; based on the pattern of the image of God), and named him Seth (only 
in 4:24-25, this chapter and 1 Chr 1:1).  
 
5:3 L.T. = When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became 
the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named 
him Seth.  
 
Seth’s name means "appointed." 
 
Gen 5:4  = Adam’s Life. 
 
Then the days of Adam after he became the father of Seth were eight hundred 
years, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:5  = His Life Span. 
 
So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died.  
 
The physical part of the curse was done. 
 
Gen 5:6  = Enter Enosh. 
 
Seth lived one hundred and five years, and became the father of Enosh (‘eNOSH 
= usually refers to a collective of the whole human race with emphasis on 
mortality.) 
.  
Enosh’s name means "mortal," "frail," or "miserable."   
 
Gen 5:7  = Seth’s Life. 
 
Then Seth lived eight hundred and seven years after he became the father of 
Enosh, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:8  = Seth’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died.  
 
Gen 5:9  = Enter Kenan. 
 
Enosh lived ninety years, and became the father of Kenan (QEYNAN = only 
here and 1 Chr 1:2; verb means to make a nest, prepare). 
 
Kenan’s name means to “prepare.” 
 
Gen 5:10  = Enosh’s Life. 
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Then Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years after he became the father of 
Kenan, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:11  = Enosh’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years, and he died.  
 
Gen 5:12  = Enter Mahalalel. 
 
Kenan lived seventy years, and became the father of Mahalalel (MAHaLAL’EL = 
praise God, only this chapter and 1 Chr 1:2; another by this name in 
Nehemiah).  
 
Mahalalel’s name means “praise God.” 
 
Gen 5:13  = Kenan’s Life. 
 
Then Kenan lived eight hundred and forty years after he became the father of 
Mahalalel, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:14  = Kenan’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Kenan were nine hundred and ten years, and he died.  
 
Gen 5:15  = Enter Jared. 
 
Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Jared (YAREDH = 
from verb meaning to descend; here and 1 Chr 1:2; some believe that this 
is when the “sons of god” came in Gen 6:4, but a different verb is used) .  
 
Jared’s name means “come down.” 
 
Gen 5:16  = Mahalalel’s Life. 
 
Then Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years after he became the father of 
Jared, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:17  = Mahalalel’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he 
died.  
 
Gen 5:18  = Enter Enoch. 
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Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and became the father of Enoch 
(CHaNOK = had the same name as the eldest son of Cain {4:17} whose 
name was given to the city that was built. Several others in the O.T. gave 
their sons this name. He was the first of four generations of preachers.) 
 
Enoch’s name means “consecration” or “commencement.” 
 
Gen 5:19  = Jared’s Life. 
 
Then Jared lived eight hundred years after he became the father of Enoch, and 
he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:20  = Jared’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died.  
 
Gen 5:21  = Enter Methuselah. 
 
Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah. 
 
His name means “his death shall bring.” 
 
Gen 5:22  = Enoch’s Life. 
 
Then Enoch walked (Hith IPF + w.c. HALAK = to walk to and fro, walk about; 
usually indicates an intimate relationship with God) with (the = used to 
denote that there were other gods now being claimed) God three hundred 
years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and 
daughters.  
 
Gen 5:23  = Enoch’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years.  
 
Gen 5:24   = Explanation of Shortened Life Span. 
 
Enoch walked with (the) God; and he was not, for God took him.  
 
Summary: 
1. Enoch was a prophet.  Jude 14 
 
2. He was an example of one who pleased God and was removed as a 

forerunner of the Rapture.  Heb 11:5 
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT 
FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before 
his being taken up he was pleasing to God.  
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3. His prophecies were of the judgments of the “last days.”  Jude 14-15 
It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, 
prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy 
ones, 15  to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh 
things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."  
 
4. His son, Methusaleh, was probably also named to prophesy that as 

long as he was alive the judgment would not come. 
 
Gen 5:25  = Enter Lamech. 
 
Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and became the father of 
Lamech.  
 
Lamech’s name suggests "despairing" or lamentation. 
 
Gen 5:26  = Methuselah’s Life. 
 
Then Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years after he became the 
father of Lamech, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:27  = Methuselah’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years, and he 
died.  
 
Summary: 
1. In the year that Methuselah died, the flood came.    
 
2. It is interesting that Methuselah's life was a symbol of God's mercy in 

forestalling the coming judgment of the flood.   
 
3. As the oldest man in the Bible he symbolizes God's extensive mercy. 
 
Gen 5:28  = Enter Noah. 
 
Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and became the father of a son.  
 
Gen 5:29  = Expectations for Noah. 
 
Now he called his name Noah (NOACH = mentioned 46x in OT and 11x in the 
NT), saying, "This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil of our 
hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed."  
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Gen 5:30  = Lamech’s Life. 
 
Then Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years after he became the father 
of Noah, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Gen 5:31  = Lamech’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years, and he 
died.  
 
Gen 5:32  = Enter Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
 
Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. 
 
Summary: 
1. Noah would receive a covenant that would lay a foundation for the 

New Covenant to Israel.  Isa 54 
 
2. Noah, Daniel and Job were considered three of the most righteous 

men who ever lived, but association with their righteousness would 
not deliver anyone.  Eze 14:14,20 

 
3. The “last days” will be marked by a period of history that rivals the 

evil and wickedness of the generation that perished with the flood.  
Matt 24:37-38 & Luke 17:26-27 

 
4. Noah walked by faith which means that he obeyed God.  Heb 11:7 
By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence 
prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the 
world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.  
 
5. God waited patiently for Noah to complete his task.  1 Peter 3:18-20 
For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 
who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were brought safely through the  water.  
 
6. Noah’s righteousness was the basis for his deliverance.  2 Pet 2:4-11  
 
The Composite List  
Adam: 3960-3030 B.C. = 930 years. 
Seth:  3830-2918 B.C. = 912 years. 
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Enosh:  3725-2820 B.C. = 905 years. 
Kenan:  3635-2725 B.C. = 910 years. 
Mahalalel: 3565-2670 B.C. = 895 years. 
Jared:  3500-2538 B.C. = 962 years. 
Enoch:  3338- 2973 B.C. = 365 years. 
Methuselah: 3273-2304 B.C. = 969 years. 
Lamech:  3086-2309 B.C. = 777 years. 
Noah:  2904-1954 B.C. = 950 years. 
 
Now let's put it all together: 
Hebrew               English 
Adam  Man 
Seth   Appointed 
Enosh   Mortal 
Kenan   Miserable 
Mahalalel   The Blessed God 
Jared   Shall come down 
Enoch   Consecration 
Methuselah         His death shall bring
Lamech   The despairing 
Noah   Rest, or comfort 
 
Here is a summary of God's plan of redemption, hidden here within a genealogy 
in Genesis!  You will never convince me that a group of Jewish rabbis 
deliberately "contrived" to hide the "Christian Gospel" right here in a genealogy 
within their venerated Torah! 
 
Evidences of Design  
The implications of this discovery are far more deeply significant than may be 
evident at first glance.  It demonstrates that in the earliest chapters of the Book of 
Genesis, God had already laid out His plan of redemption for the predicament of 
mankind.  It is the beginning of a love story, ultimately written in blood on a 
wooden cross which was erected in Judea almost 2,000 years ago. 
 
This is also one of many evidences that the Bible is an integrated message 
system, the product of supernatural engineering.  This punctures the 
presumptions of many who view the Bible as a record of an evolving cultural 
tradition, noble though it may be.  It claims to be authored by the One who alone 
knows the end from the beginning,12  despite the fact that it is composed of 66 
separate books, penned by some 40 authors, spanning several thousand 
years.13  
 

http://www.khouse.org/articles/2000/284/#notes
http://www.khouse.org/articles/2000/284/#notes
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During this period, the world would be populated quickly. One writer has 
estimated that if Adam, during his lifetime, saw only half the children he could 
have fathered grow up, and if only half of those got married, and if only half of 
those who got married had children, then even at these conservative rates, Adam 
would have seen more than a million of his own descendants. Using these 
calculations, we can say that by the time of the flood, there could have been 
seven billion people on the earth. 
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Genesis 6 
 
Basic Outline: 

A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
1.  The Creation Of The World And Man (1-2) 
2.  The Corruption Of Man, The Fall (3-5) 
3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 

 
A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 

a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The righteousness of one.  6:9-12 
d. Instructions to the righteous.  6:13-22 
e. Instructions for the Impending Event.  7:1-5 
f. Obedience and Deliverance.  7:6-12 
g. The Extent of the Judgment.  7:13-24 
h. The Decline of the Judgment.  8:1-5 
i. Testing the Waters.  8:6-12 
j. Waiting on the Lord. 8:13-19 
k. Thanksgiving.  8:20-22 
l. New Laws.  9:1-7 
m. The Noahic Covenant.  9:8-17 
n. Noah’s Three Sons.  9:18-19 
o. Noah’s Failure.  9:20-27 
p. Noah’s Death.  9:28-29 

 
Major Point:  Satan will stop at nothing to disrupt God’s plan and win the 
Angelic Conflict. 
 
Gen 6:1  = The Beginning of an End. 
 
Now it came about, when men (the man, beginning with one man but here 
referring to mankind because of the plural pronoun at the end of sentence 
“them” and designation given them in 5:2. Thus this establishes the 
context for the rest of this section where one sees the Hebrew “the man”) 
began (Hiph PF CHAL = 2nd; cf 4:26 “when men began to call upon the 
Lord” stated in accord with the birth of Enosh, Seth’s son; Adam was 130 
when Seth was born; Seth was 105 when Enosh was born so 235 years 
after the fall of Adam; man began to “call on the name of the Lord” which 
means to seek Divine guidance or help; to begin something new; here is 
extensive multiplication) to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters 
were born (Pual PF YALADH = indicates a particularly difficult birth; 
intensive passive; indicates that this also implies extensive numbers of 
females) to them (mankind),  
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6:1 L.T. = Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of 
the land, and daughters were born to them,  
 
Summary: 
1. Mankind could only multiply if there were daughters being born. 
 
2. So this focuses on human female children, being born in greater 

numbers than male children. 
 
3. Mankind had gotten with the Divinely sanctioned multiplication 

program and were moving toward filling the earth.  Gen 1:28 
 
Gen 6:2  = Wives Taken. 
 
that the sons of God (the sons of the God = 78x out of 2601x Elohim is used 
with the definite article; often used to denote the “one and only God” as in 
5:22,24 of Enoch) saw that the daughters of men were beautiful (TOBH = good, 
beautiful); and they (the sons of God) took (LAQACH = word that means to 
use the necessary force to take something; can be all the way from gentle 
to harsh; loving sex to rape) wives for themselves, whomever they (the sons 
of God) chose (Qal PF BACHAR = 1st of 151x; a selection made from a 
volitional decision).  
 
6:2 L.T. = that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were 
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose.  
 
Summary: 
1. This verse clearly establishes a distinction between “sons of God,” 

“mankind” and the “daughters of mankind.” 
 
2. The “sons of God” were using their volition to select for themselves 

human women to take as wives. 
 
3. Some believe that this refers to the godly line of Seth intermarrying 

with the ungodly line of Cain. 
A. If that was the case then Moses would probably have just 

stated it, rather than introducing new phraseology. 
B. Moses had just completed Chapters 4-5 which are known for 

their structured redundancy, so he would have no problem 
mentioning Seth and Cain again by name. 

C. He would have also used the phrase “sons of the man” or 
mankind. 

D. There is no prohibition if they did.  Rom 4:15; 5:13 
E. There is no clear usage of the term “sons of God” being used 

to refer to human beings in the Old Testament. 
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4. At this point in history humankind would be aware of non-human or 
angelic creatures because one of them led astray Adam and Eve who 
were probably still alive. 

 
Gen 6:3  = Divine Determination. 
 
Then the Lord (YAHWEH) said, "My Spirit (RUACH = 3rd usage; 1:2; 3:8 at the 
spiritual time of the day) shall not strive (Qal IPF YADAH = 1st of 24x; to 
judge, strive) with (the) man (mankind) forever (‘OLAM = refers to a long 
duration of time, but not necessarily to infinity), because (BeSHAGGAM = 
used 5x; translated “also” but that is missing the meaning of the word; in 
their error, used of unintentional sin in Lev 5:8 and Num 15:28; Job 12:16 of 
sin that is a result of deception; Psa 119:67 of going astray; disagreement 
over the meaning of this word; could simply mean “in which indeed” or 
“because”) he also (not needed) is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one 
hundred and twenty years."  
 
6:3 L.T. = Then Yahweh said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, 
because he is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and 
twenty years."  
 
Summary: 
1. “Sons of God” are further distinguished from Yahweh and Ruach. 
 
2. Although not mentioned often, the Holy Spirit is actively involved in 

the Pre-Flood civilization. 
 
3. He functions as a “judge,” and Hs role is always the same, “to 

convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” 
 
Principle:  Grace only extends so far, then judgment, according to God’s 
perfect timing and execution. 
 
Gen 6:4  = The Situation. 
 
The Nephilim (NEPHILIM = 3x; comes from a word meaning “to fall” thus 
some have designated them “the fallen ones” which is a literal rendering of 
the word; it is a word for “giant” indicating a problem if one is “fallen 
upon;” The other 2x is in Num 13:33; after the flood they were used to refer 
to the giants of the sons of Anak) were on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward (an important clue as to the meaning of the word), when the sons 
of God came in to the daughters of men (“the man” and so in this section; all 
females were “daughters” of “the man” if they were human), and they 
(human daughters) bore (Qal PF YALADH = normal and correct usage) 
children (“children” is not in text; offspring is more legitimate translation) to 
them (the sons of God). Those were the mighty men (GIBHOR = 1st of 159x; a 
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mighty man; used of one great in war) who were of old (‘OLAM = same word 
as in verse 3; from a long time back, but not infinitely in the past), men 
(ENOSH = 5th usage; 2:23,24; 3:16; 4:1; emphasis on maleness; used of a 
husband, nobleman; man of high standing) of renown (SHEM + definite 
article = only place the definite article is used with this word out of 881x; 
the name, designation; reputation; men of the designation of offspring of 
the sons of God and daughters of men).  
 
6:4 L.T. = The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, 
when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore 
offspring to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of the 
name.  
 
Why all the upcoming detail?  We are in an Angelic Conflict.  It is important 
to know its roots.  It is also important to know its antiquity and extent.  
Does it reach into the world in which we live?  How do we know?  Just 
because things are bad or because God’s Word tells us so?  Why are we 
here?  Simple answer:  to glorify God.  Complex answer:  there are both 
seen and unseen forces that seek to keep you from that.  We must know 
our enemy. 
 
Summary: 
1. There were giants on earth both before and after the Flood. 

A. The Nephilim is the generic term for “Giant” both before and 
after the flood.  Num 13:33 

"There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and 
we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight." 
 B. Other races of human giants are mentioned Post-Flood: 
  1. Rephaim/Zamzummin/Emim.  Gen 14:5; Deut 2:20-21 
(It is also regarded as the land of the Rephaim, for Rephaim formerly lived in it, 
but the Ammonites call them Zamzummin, 21 a people as great, numerous, and 
tall as the Anakim, but the Lord destroyed them before them. And they 
dispossessed them and settled in their place,  Deut 2:10-11 (The Emim lived 
there formerly, a people as great, numerous, and tall as the Anakim. 11 Like the 
Anakim, they are also regarded as Rephaim, but the Moabites call them Emim.  
  2. Anakim.  Deut 9:1-2 
"Hear, O Israel! You are crossing over the Jordan today to go in to dispossess 
nations greater and mightier than you, great cities fortified to heaven, 2 a people 
great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know and of whom you have 
heard it said, 'Who can stand before the sons of Anak?'  Josh 11:21-22  Then 
Joshua came at that time and cut off the Anakim from the hill country, from 
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab and from all the hill country of Judah and from all 
the hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities. 22 There 
were no Anakim left in the land of the sons of Israel; only in Gaza, in Gath, and in 
Ashdod some remained (Goliath’s region).  
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2. “Those days” is defined as “when the sons of God came in…” 
 
3. The “sons of God” according to the Old Testament existed before 

the present condition of the earth.  Job 38:4-7 
Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have 
understanding, 5 Who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched 
the line on it? 6 "On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, 7 
When the morning stars sang together And all the sons of God (no definite 
article) shouted for joy?  

A. The “King of Tyre” (Satan) was placed in the original Garden 
of Eden which was prepared before he was created.  Eze 28:13  

On the day that you were created (BARA’) they had been prepared (Pulal PF 
KONAN); 

B. God created the angels at one time before the earth was put in 
its present form.  Psa 148:2 cf 5;  

C. The “King of Babylon” (Satan) fell and his habitat was judged, 
for the earth became formless and void.  Gen 1:2; Isa 14:1-14; 
Rom 8:19-21 

For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons 
of (the) God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be 
set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children 
of God.  

D. Angels would naturally be called “sons of God” because they 
were directly created by Him. 

E. The “sons of God” are seen in the company of Satan after the 
restoration of the earth.  Job 1:6 

Now there was a day when the sons of (the) God (same construction as in 
Gen 6) came to present (Hith Inf YATZABH = 48x always in Hith; always a 
volitional issue; can be to station oneself so as to resist or to seek grace or 
simply to receive instructions from a superior); themselves before (‘AL = 
equivalent to Greek EPI = upon, thus in view is superiority to the Lord and 
opposition) the Lord, and Satan also came among them.  Job 2:1  Again there 
was a day when the sons of (the) God came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord.  

F. Some, but not all of them violated the rules and became 
incarcerated until the final judgment.  Jude 6 

And angels who did not keep their own domain (T8N EAUTWN ARCH8N = their 
own rule = law of conduct) but abandoned their proper abode (OIK8T8RION = 
2X; 2 Cor 5:2 = our Resurrection Body; limits established on material 
bodies), He has kept (Perf Act Ind T8REW = locked up for safekeeping) in 
eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,  

G. There was something these angels did that was above and 
beyond their fall, for there are many demons still loose today. 

H. It is clear that their incarceration was a result of an act done 
that was key in the judgment of the Flood.  2 Peter 2:4-5 
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For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare 
the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven 
others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;  
 
4. The “daughters of men” bore children to the angelic “sons of God” 

who became the “offspring of the gods,” the historical basis of 
mythology. 
A. For cohabitation to occur the angels must have had some sort 

of material body with which to impregnate the daughters of 
men. 

B. It appears clear that after the Flood no cohabitation was 
permitted.  The prohibition was enforced. 

 
5. This new being is both angel and man, wrapped in flesh and called 

“man,” who only thought continually of evil.  Cf 6:2,5 
 
6. One of the chief attacks is to contaminate the human line to the point 

that there is no possibility for a “seed of the woman.” 
 
7. These beings are counterfeits of the “God-man” who would provide 

salvation.  (taught by the sacrifice of 3:21 and the Gospel in the 
Stars) 

 
8. It appears that human beings will replace the forever lost “sons of 

God” as adopted “sons of God.” Rom 8:15,23; 9:4; Gal 4:5; Eph 1:5 
 A. It requires giving us new bodies.  Luke 20:35-36 
but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection 
from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 36 for they cannot even 
die anymore, because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of 
the resurrection.  
 B. We become a “son of God” through faith in Christ Jesus.   
  Gal 3:26-27 
For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  
 C. We live our adoption when we are led by the Spirit.  Rom 8:14 
For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

D. We act out our adoption as we seek to spread the message of 
peace.  Matt 5:9 

 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  
 E. All Creation is awaiting our unveiling.  Rom 8:19 
For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons 
of (the) God.  
 
Principle:  Satan has absolutely no love for mankind and thus is a murderer 
who will go to any length to destroy you. 
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Application:  Every act of resistance to Satan in obedience to God is 
another step toward his ultimate doom. 
 
6:1 L.T. = Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of 
the land, and daughters were born to them,  
6:2 L.T. = that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were 
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose.  
6:3 L.T. = Then Yahweh said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, 
because he is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and 
twenty years."  
6:4 L.T. = The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, 
when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore 
offspring to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of the 
name.  

 
A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 

a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 

 
Gen 6:5  = Divine Observation. 
 
Then the Lord saw that the wickedness (RA’AH = 5th of 667x; used in 2:9,17 of 
the tree of … evil; 3:5,22 of knowing evil; it is the word for evil; ) of man (the 
man, now referring to mankind and including the angel-men; offspring 
called “man” in 6:3; mighty man and male in 6:4) was great (RABBAH = 1st 
of 462x; general word for “great” meaning large, extensive, dense; same 
word as in verse 1 translated “multiplied”) on the earth, and that every intent 
(YETZER = 1st of 9x; cf 8:21; word that means intent but extends to the 
imagination; cf Heb 4:12) of the thoughts (MaCHASHABHAH = 1st of 56x; 
again a word of thoughts of the imagination; that which could be dreamed 
up; this word clearly has the potential to be used for good; it is something 
that can not only be thought of but then planned out) of his heart (LEBH = 
heart, center of activity) was only evil continually (all the day).  
 
6:5 L.T. = Then Yahweh saw that the evil of man was multiplied on the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the 
day.  
 
Summary: 
1. Mankind had really embraced the knowledge of evil that entered the 

world with the eating from the forbidden tree. 
 
2. Mankind was to the point of thinking about it all the time, in their 

imaginations and in their plans. 
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3. Add the fallen angel-men into the mix and we can only “imagine” the 
degree of their “imaginings.” 

 
4. The main problem is the “continuity” of their evil thoughts with no 

breaks in it.  Cf Rom 3:10-18 
 
5. The Flood will not change this way of thinking, but it will show the 

just penalty for it.  Gen 8:21; Matt 24:37-38 
The Lord  smelled the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, "I will never 
again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil 
from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.  
 
Principle:  Unbroken evil thoughts in life are preparations for disaster. 
 
6:5 L.T. = Then Yahweh saw that the evil of man was multiplied on the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the 
day.  
 
Gen 6:6   = Divine Sorrow. 
 
And the Lord was sorry (Niph IPF + w.c. NACHAM = 2nd of 108x; 
onomatopoeic word of panting or groaning; in the Qal/Niph stem used to 
denote pity taken on others; panting or groaning when another is seen in 
misery; used in 5:29 in Piel to describe what Noah would do, i.e. comfort; 
panting or groaning to see misery relieved; this is an interesting word that 
seems to be loaded with contradictions; when man “repents” the word is to 
“turn” {SHUBH}; this is a word that indicates that God can sovereignly 
change His method of contact with man; it is an adjustment, an alteration 
of action rather than an emotion; it is the sovereign decision of how to 
respond to a given set of circumstances) that (KIY = that, because) He had 
made (Qal PF ‘ASAH = to manufacture) man on the earth, and He was grieved 
(Hith IPF + w.c. ‘ATZABH = 1st of 17x; this is a word that means to labor to 
the point of weariness to fashion something, then to be grieved over the 
outcome)  in His heart.  
 
6:6 L.T. = And Yahweh changed responses because He had made man on 
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord did not make a mistake and suddenly realize that He 

needed to change His mind about mankind. 1 Sam 15:28-29 
 So Samuel said to him, "The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today 
and has given it to your neighbor, who is better than you. 29 "Also the Glory of 
Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change 
His mind."  
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A. This word is not really a word meaning to “repent” or “change 
one’s mind,” but rather it means to change one’s response. 

B. Moses pled with the Lord to change His response to Israel’s 
sin.  Ex 32:12-14 

"Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, 'With evil intent He brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth'? 
Turn from Your burning anger and change Your mind about doing harm to Your 
people. 13 "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom You 
swore by Yourself, and said to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars 
of the heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'" 14 So the Lord changed His 
mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people.  

C. The Lord actually promises to “change His response” 
concerning discipline when obedience begins.  Jer 18:7-10 

"At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to 
uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it; 8  if that nation against which I have spoken 
turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it. 9 
"Or at another moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a 
kingdom to build up or to plant it; 10 if it does evil in My sight by not obeying My 
voice, then I will think better of the good with which I had promised to bless it.  

D. God will not change His response based on man’s standards 
but because man has changed.  Num 23:17-19 

He came to him, and behold, he was standing beside his burnt offering, and the 
leaders of Moab with him. And Balak said to him, "What has the Lord spoken?" 
18 Then he took up his discourse and said, "Arise, O Balak, and hear; Give ear 
to me, O son of Zippor! 19 "God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of 
man, that He should repent; Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He 
spoken, and will He not make it good?  
 
2. This passage is actually a declaration of the extent of man’s volition 

to chart its own course into evil and that it was man who had 
changed and placed himself in a different relationship with God. 

 
3. God was moved to the center of His Being (His heart), pointing out 

again that our Lord is a conscious and perfect Being, full of grace. 
 (Jesus looked with compassion on the crowd.  Allah does not have this.) 
 
4. In His grace He knew that the best thing for mankind was to stop this 

evil before it completely destroyed mankind. 
 
5. Sin grieves the Lord, the Holy Spirit.  Gen 6:3 cf Eph 4:30 
 
Principle:  Sin does not please the Lord. 
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6:5 L.T. = Then Yahweh saw that the evil of man was multiplied on the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the 
day.  
6:6 L.T. = And Yahweh changed responses because He had made man on 
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  
 
Gen 6:7  = Divine Declaration. 
 
And the Lord (Yahweh) said, "I will blot out (Qal IPF MACHAH = 1st of 36x; this 
word means to blot out completely or erase) man (the man = mankind) 
whom I have created (BARA’ = reference to the creation of the soul) from the 
face of the land (ADAMAH = emphasizing the dirt, the land), from man to 
animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry (Niph PF 
NACHAM = have pity) that I have made (manufactured) them."  
 
6:7 L.T. = And Yahweh said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of 
the sky; for I have pity that I have made them."  
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord is going to “erase” the Antediluvian civilization from the 

face of the earth. 
 
2. The “erasure” will include man, land animals, and birds. 
(something will affect the atmosphere to the point that the birds cannot even 
survive which is further evidence of a universal flood, otherwise the birds would 
have just migrated back into that territory.) 
 
3. It was be better to be blotted off the earth than to be blotted out of 

the Book of Life.  Exo 32:32-33 
"But now, if You will, forgive their sin — and if not, please blot me out from Your 
book which You have written!" 33 The Lord said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned 
against Me, I will blot him out of My book.  
 
4. Something has to be “erased” for us to not be “blotted out” of the 

Book of Life, which is our sins.  Psa 51:1-3 
Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; According to the 
greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my 
transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.  
 
Principle:  Discipline from God is always for the good of mankind. 
 
6:5 L.T. = Then Yahweh saw that the evil of man was multiplied on the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the 
day.  
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6:6 L.T. = And Yahweh changed responses because He had made man on 
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  
6:7 L.T. = And Yahweh said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of 
the sky; for I have pity that I have made them."  
 
Gen 6:8  = Divine Grace. 
 
But Noah found (Qal PF MATZA’ = 4th of 455x; to search for and find; as in a 
helper for Adam, 2:20) favor (CHEN = 1st of 69x; grace) in the eyes of the 
Lord.  
 
6:8 L.T. = But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  
 
Summary: 
1. There must not have been a lot of mankind “calling upon the Name 

of the Lord.”  Cf 4:26 
 
2. Noah sought the grace of God and found it, so he must have 

recognized himself to be a sinner.  (Noah must not have been a 
Calvinist, or else God’s grace would have been Irresistible to him) 

 
3. Noah broke from the evil of his day and was the exception to the rule 

of evil on the earth.  Cf 6:5 
 
4. Grace has always been fundamental to God’s Plan. 
 
Principle:  In the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, one person 
can seek grace and make a difference. 
 
6:5 L.T. = Then Yahweh saw that the evil of man was multiplied on the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the 
day.  
6:6 L.T. = And Yahweh changed responses because He had made man on 
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  
6:7 L.T. = And Yahweh said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of 
the sky; for I have pity that I have made them."  
6:8 L.T. = But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  
 
 

A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The Righteousness of One.  6:9-12 
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Gen 6:9  = Introductory Verse. 
 
These are the records of the generations of Noah (His name means “rest”). 
Noah was a righteous (TZADIQ = 1st of 205x; means just, righteous, ethical in 
conduct and character; TZADAQAH = fsn, first use in Gen 15:6; to receive 
another’s righteousness; be justified; this is a word that indicates he lived 
righteously) man, blameless (TAMIYM = 1st of 91x; this word is used about 
50% of the time to describe a sacrifice that is to be “without blemish”; it 
takes the word TA’AM, pluralizes it and it becomes an adjective used to 
describe completeness) in his time (DOR = 1st of 167x; a generation, whether 
past, present or future); Noah walked (Hith PF HALAK = to walk to and fro; 
in Hith usually a walk of maturity) with (the) God (ELOHIM).  
 
6:9 L.T. = These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless in his generations; Noah walked with the Elohim.  
 
Summary: 
1. Moses is still recording the “generations of the heavens and earth.”   

Cf 2:4 
 
2. The narrative has moved from the generations of Adam to Noah.   

Cf 5:1 
 
3. Noah was the only one of his generation living a righteous life at the 

time of the Flood. Gen 7:1  (Lamech his father died 5 years before the 
Flood, Methusaleh died the year of the Flood) 

Then the Lord said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you 
alone I have seen to be righteous (TZADIQ) before Me in this time.  
 
4. Noah was also “without blemish,” indicating that he was not 

contaminated by the angelic infiltration.   
(The word TAMIYM can and does refer to physical issues but it is not limited to 
them.  Of itself it does not prove genetic purity, but there is no other word in 
Hebrew available.  The word TZADIQ is used to denote spiritual maturity.  
TAMIYM denotes spiritual and/or physical completeness.) 

A. The word is used to describe genetically pure and physically 
faultless sacrificial animals, i.e. complete.    Exo 12:5 

'Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats.  
 B. Abraham was called to be spiritually complete.  Gen 17:1-2 
Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said to him, "I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. 2 "I will 
establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will multiply you exceedingly."  

C. The Lord’s work is the standard of completeness.  Deut 32:4 
The Rock! His work is perfect (blameless, complete), For all His ways are just;  
A God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.  



 159

D. As are His laws.  Psa 19:7 
The law of the Lord is perfect (blameless, complete), restoring the soul; The 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.  

E. This completeness has the potential to have a priestly 
relationship with the Lord.  Psa 15:2  

O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? He who 
walks with integrity (blameless, complete), and works righteousness, And 
speaks truth in his heart.  
 
5. Noah’s daily walk was with the Lord.  Cf 3:8 
(the Lord “walked to and fro” in the Garden, and the picture is of Noah “following” 
the Lord around) 
 
6. Noah “found grace,” “rested” in the Lord and thus lived his name. 
 
Principle:  Living righteously and seeking completeness are elements of a 
relationship with the Lord. 
 
What if you are the only one left who is righteous?  Rom 3:4 May God be 
proved true though every man be a liar 
 
6:9 L.T. = These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless in his generations; Noah walked with the Elohim.  
 
Gen 6:10  = Noah’s Three Sons. 
 
Noah became the father of three sons: Shem (means “name”), Ham (CHAM = 
no identifiable meaning; came to refer to the peoples who migrated to 
Africa), and Japheth (no known meaning).  
 
6:10 L.T. = Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  
 
Gen 6:11  = Corruption and Violence. 
 
Now the earth was corrupt (Niph IPF + w.c. SHACHAT = 1st of 147x; to bring 
to ruin, be marred, spoiled, corrupted; Niph means that it happened from 
an outside source; the “earth” was the recipient; had been corrupted) in the 
sight (before the face) of (the) God, and the earth was filled (Niph IPF + w.c. 
MALA’ = was filled; i.e. also from outside source) with violence (CHAMAs = 
1st of 60x; violence either by deed or word; when used of violence by word 
it is used to describe “false” meaning verbally violent witnesses; here it 
would include both).  
 
6:11 L.T. = Now the earth had been corrupted before the face of the Elohim, 
and the earth was filled with violence.  
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Summary: 
1. The earth was the recipient of unrighteous and hence destructive 

influences, thus the demonic infiltration was greatly expanding.  
(Noah was the only one righteous) 

 
2. The result of the unchecked evil thoughts (6:5) was that the earth 

was filled with violence in word and deed. 
 
3. Demons are still alive and well on planet earth, but are not permitted 

to cohabit with humans.  1 Tim 4:1 cf Jude 6 
 
4. The earth is again being corrupted and filled with violence. Matt 

24:37-39 
 
Principle:  Internal corruption breeds violence in deed and word. 
 
6:9 L.T. = These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless in his generations; Noah walked with the Elohim.  
6:10 L.T. = Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  
6:11 L.T. = Now the earth had been corrupted before the face of the Elohim, 
and the earth was filled with violence.  
 
Gen 6:12  = The Extent of the Corruption. 
 
God looked on the earth, and behold (He was not surprised; He wants us to 
pay attention to what happened), it was corrupt (Niph PF SHACHAT = had 
been corrupted); for all flesh had corrupted (Hiph PF SHACHAT = had caused 
to corrupt) their way upon the earth.  
 
6:12 L.T. = Elohim looked on the earth, and behold, it had been corrupted; 
for all flesh had caused to corrupt their way upon the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. Humanity was agreeable to the infiltration, thus responsible for what 

had happened. 
 
2. The “flesh” was already “contaminated” by the sin of Adam, 

including Noah, but in view is something that the “flesh” had 
volitionally caused or Noah would also be disqualified. 

  
3. The problem was not just the sin but the contamination of the flesh 

in a way that exceeded the contamination of the Sin Nature, thus 
offering further proof of the angelic infiltration of the human race. 

 
Principle:  God’s grace eventually ends in the presence of ongoing and 
unrepentant evil. 
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6:9 L.T. = These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless in his generations; Noah walked with the Elohim.  
6:10 L.T. = Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  
6:11 L.T. = Now the earth had been corrupted before the face of the Elohim, 
and the earth was filled with violence.  
6:12 L.T. = Elohim looked on the earth, and behold, it had been corrupted; 
for all flesh had caused to corrupt their way upon the earth.  
 
 

A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The righteousness of one.  6:9-12 
d. Instructions to the righteous.  6:13-22 

 
Gen 6:13  = What Has Happened and Will Happen. 
 
Then God (Elohim = back in 6:7 Yahweh decided to do this.  In 7:1 Yahweh 
told him to enter the Ark) said to Noah, "The end of all flesh (new designation 
for the angel-men) has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them (angel-men); and (Noah) behold, I am about to destroy them 
with the earth.  
 
6:13 L.T. = Then Elohim said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them (angel-men); and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. God gives Noah the reason for the destruction. 
 (He doesn’t always let us in on the “why”) 
 
2. God has changed His response from grace to destruction. 
 
3. Noah would become a preacher of righteousness.  2 Peter 2:5 
and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of 
righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the 
ungodly;  
 
- instead of hell fire and brimstone, how about some cool and 

refreshing water from the skies? 
 
6:13 L.T. = Then Elohim said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them (angel-men); and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
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Gen 6:14  = Construction Material, Design and Waterproofing. 
 
"Make (Qal Imp ‘ASAH = manufacture) for yourself an ark (TEBHAH = 1st of 
28x; all in Gen 6-9 except Exo 2:3,5 of the “ark” that delivered Moses that 
was found by Pharaoh’s daughter) of gopher wood (trees of GOPHER = 1x; 
most believe that it is cypress although not identifiable from this name); 
you shall make the ark with rooms (QINIYM = 1st of 13x; refers to a bird nest, 
often of an eagle {Deut 32:11}; places that are protected from the storm; 
“room” is accurate but sorely lacking for it is not just a space but a home; 
“in my Father’s house are many …” ??), and shall cover it (Qal PF + w.c. = 
KAPHAR = 1st of 102x; this is the word for “atonement” meaning a 
“covering”) inside (prep + BEYT = 1st of 2045x; lit:  from the household side; 
i.e. the inside) and out (from the outside) with pitch (KOPHER = 1st of 17x; a 
covering; often translated “ransom” or even “bribe.”).  
 
6:14 L.T. = "Make for yourself an ark of trees of gopher; you shall make the 
ark with nests, and shall cover it from the house side and from the outside 
with a covering. 
 
Summary: 
1. Noah’s Ark is a type of salvation.  1 Pet 3:18-22 
For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 
who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were brought safely through the  water. 21  Corresponding to that, baptism now 
saves you —  not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a 
good conscience — through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22  who is at the 
right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and 
powers had been subjected to Him. 
 
2. Thus it contains symbolism: 

A. This boat made of trees will provide deliverance, while on 
another tree spiritual deliverance will be secured. 

B. The unique wood indicates a unique deliverance. 
C. The fact it is manufactured indicates there is a plan behind this 

deliverance. 
D. Inside the ship of deliverance are places to weather the storm. 
E. The wood is covered inside and outside indicating that sinners 

(Noah and family) and sins are covered or “atoned” for. 
F. From the house/home side indicates a family living in safety. 
G. On the outside indicates protection from destruction. 

 
Principle:  Sometimes the “shadows” are quite detailed.  Heb 10:1 
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6:13 L.T. = Then Elohim said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them (angel-men); and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
6:14 L.T. = "Make for yourself an ark of trees of gopher; you shall make the 
ark with nests, and shall cover it from the house side and from the outside 
with a covering. 
 
Gen 6:15  = The Size of the Ark. 
 
"This is how you (Noah) shall make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits 
(roughly 450 feet), its breadth fifty cubits (roughly 75 feet), and its height thirty 
(roughly 45 feet) cubits.  
 
6:15 L.T. = "This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three 
hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  
 

 
 
Titanic:  about 850’ x 90’ x 65’ 
450’ x 75’ = 33,750 sf = 0.77 acres x 3 = 2.32 acres = size of TBC lot 
The cubic feet = 1,518,750 cf 
This translates to about 85, 10’x40’ boxcars. 
 
6:13 L.T. = Then Elohim said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them (angel-men); and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
6:14 L.T. = "Make for yourself an ark of trees of gopher; you shall make the 
ark with nests, and shall cover it from the house side and from the outside 
with a covering. 
6:15 L.T. = "This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three 
hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  
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Gen 6:16  = The Window, the Door and the Decks. 
 
"You shall make a window (TZOHAR = 1x; comes from a word that basically 
means “noon” and is used idiomatically for judgment to occur at the 
brightest time of the day or when it goes dark at that time indicating 
something unusual; “window” indicates that light can come in, air can 
come in and that since the noon day sun is not permitted inside but outside 
that there is judgment going on outside, but protection inside) for the ark, 
and finish (KALAH = used in 2:1,2 of the Lord “finishing” His work) it to a 
cubit (18 inches) from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it 
(TZADDAH = 1st of 33x; used of the “side” of the Lampstand {Exo 25:32}, 
the “side” of the Tabernacle {Exo 26:13} and the “side” of the Ark of the 
Covenant {Exo 30:4; Deut 31:6} compare the Lord’s “side” in John 19:34); 
you shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. (this would be decks with 
15 foot ceilings if evenly spaced) 
 
6:16 L.T. = "You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit 
from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it 
with lower, second, and third decks.  
 

 
 
6:13 L.T. = Then Elohim said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them (angel-men); and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
6:14 L.T. = "Make for yourself an ark of trees of gopher; you shall make the 
ark with nests, and shall cover it from the house side and from the outside 
with a covering. 
6:15 L.T. = "This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three 
hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  
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6:16 L.T. = "You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit 
from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it 
with lower, second, and third decks.  
 
Gen 6:17  = Why This Instruction. 
 
"Behold (listen up), I (Elohim), even I am bringing the flood (MABUL = 1st of 
13x; an excess of water; only used one time outside this context in Psa 
29:10) of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life 
(RUACH CHAYYIM = breath of lives), from under heaven; everything that is on 
the earth shall perish (Qal IPF GUA’ = 1st of 24x; breathe their last, expire, 
word sounds like final breath).  
 
6:17 L.T. = "Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, 
to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of lives, from under heaven; 
everything that is on the earth shall perish.  
 
Summary: 
1. This judgment is from the Lord’s sovereignty.  Psa 29:10-11 
The Lord sat as King at the flood; Yes, the Lord sits as King forever. 11 The Lord 
will give strength to His people; The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
 
2. This judgment was fulfilled.  Gen 7:21-23 
 All flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every 
swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; 22 of all that was 
on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died. 23 
Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from 
man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted 
out from the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him 
in the ark.  
 
6:13 L.T. = Then Elohim said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them (angel-men); and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
6:14 L.T. = "Make for yourself an ark of trees of gopher; you shall make the 
ark with nests, and shall cover it from the house side and from the outside 
with a covering. 
6:15 L.T. = "This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three 
hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  
6:16 L.T. = "You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit 
from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it 
with lower, second, and third decks.  
6:17 L.T. = "Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, 
to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of lives, from under heaven; 
everything that is on the earth shall perish.  
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Gen 6:18  = The Contract. 
 
"But I will establish My covenant (BeRITH = 1st of 284x; a contract, agreement, 
covenant) with you; and you shall enter the ark — you and your sons and your 
wife, and your sons' wives with you.  
 
6:18 L.T. = "But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter 
the ark — you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you.  
 
Gen 6:19  = Those Who Will Be Preserved. 
 
"And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.  
 
6:19 L.T. = "And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of 
every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and 
female.  
 
Gen 6:20  = The Extent of Preservation. 
 
"Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, of every creeping 
thing of the ground after its kind, two of every kind will come to you (Noah did 
not have to go on an expedition to capture them) to keep them alive.  
 
6:20 L.T. = "Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, 
of every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every kind will 
come to you to keep them alive.  
 
Gen 6:21  = Food for the Journey. 
 
"As for you, take for yourself some of all food which is edible, and gather it to 
yourself; and it shall be for food for you and for them."  
 
6:21 L.T. = "As for you, take for yourself some of all food which is edible, 
and gather it to yourself; and it shall be for food for you and for them."  
 
Principle:  A few loaves and fishes is plenty for the Lord. 
(cf also Elijah in 1 Kings 17) 
 
Gen 6:22   = Noah’s Obedience. 
 
Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him (Piel PF TZUAH = 
4th of 494x; 2:16; 3:11,17; used of the “command” to not eat from that tree), 
so he did. 
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6:22 L.T. = Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, 
so he did. 
 
Summary: 
1. Adam and Eve violated the command of God and sin entered into the 

world.  Rom 5 
 
2. Sin was permitted to run its course so that the entire world was 

corrupted. 
 
3. One man, Noah, obeyed the command of God and delivered the 

“world.” 
 
Principle:  The obedience of one has impact in the angelic conflict. 
 
6:13 L.T. = Then Elohim said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them (angel-men); and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  
6:14 L.T. = "Make for yourself an ark of trees of gopher; you shall make the 
ark with nests, and shall cover it from the house side and from the outside 
with a covering. 
6:15 L.T. = "This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three 
hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  
6:16 L.T. = "You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit 
from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it 
with lower, second, and third decks.  
6:17 L.T. = "Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, 
to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of lives, from under heaven; 
everything that is on the earth shall perish.  
6:18 L.T. = "But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter 
the ark — you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you.  
6:19 L.T. = "And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of 
every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and 
female.  
6:20 L.T. = "Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, 
of every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every kind will 
come to you to keep them alive.  
6:21 L.T. = "As for you, take for yourself some of all food which is edible, 
and gather it to yourself; and it shall be for food for you and for them."  
6:22 L.T. = Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, 
so he did. 
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Genesis 7 
 

A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
1.  The Creation Of The World And Man (1-2) 
2.  The Corruption Of Man, The Fall (3-5) 
3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 

 
A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 

a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The righteousness of one.  6:9-12 
d. Instructions to the righteous.  6:13-22 
e. Instructions for the Impending Event.  7:1-5 
f. Obedience and Deliverance.  7:6-12 
g. The Extent of the Judgment.  7:13-24 
h. The Decline of the Judgment.  8:1-5 
i. Testing the Waters.  8:6-12 
j. Waiting on the Lord. 8:13-19 
k. Thanksgiving.  8:20-22 
l. New Laws.  9:1-7 
m. The Noahic Covenant.  9:8-17 
n. Noah’s Three Sons.  9:18-19 
o. Noah’s Failure.  9:20-27 
p. Noah’s Death.  9:28-29 

 
A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 

a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The righteousness of one.  6:9-12 
d. Instructions to the righteous.  6:13-22 
e. Instructions for the Impending Event.  7:1-5 

 
Gen 7:1 = Time to Enter 
 
Then the Lord said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household; for you 
alone (lit: yourself) I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time (DOR = 
2nd use; generation).  
 
7:1 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and your entire 
household; for you yourself I have seen to be righteous before Me in this 
generation.  
 
(1) Make for yourself, (2) take food for yourself and others, (3) enter the ark. 
Any second thoughts?? 
- think it will float? 
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- did I get enough pitch on it? 
- what have I gotten myself into? 
- there are a lot of animals on here? 
- enough food? 
- how long? 
 
Summary: 
1. The number of actively righteous people was down to one. 
 
2. We have all been blessed by the righteousness of Noah and the 

righteousness of another One at another time. 
 
Principle:  God knows those who live righteously and they are blessed in 
His plan. 
 
Gen 7:2  = Distinction of Clean and Unclean Animals. 
 
You shall take with you of every clean (taHOR = adj., 1st of 92x; ceremonially 
clean; used in the Tabernacle to refer to physically “pure” gold; it is a 
designation that marks whether or not it is permitted to be eaten; Noah 
evidently knew what the Lord was talking about.) animal (BEHEMAH = word 
used several times for a domestic animal, but that is in conjunction with 
the word for wild animal; this is the collective word for a four-footed 
animal) by sevens (in pairs), a male and his female; and of the animals 
(domestic animals) that are not clean two, a male and his female;  
 
7:2 L.T. = You shall take with you of every clean animal by sevens, a male 
and his female; and of the animals that are not clean two, a male and his 
female;  
 
Summary: 
1. He is to take seven pairs of every kind of clean animal and one male 

and female of every unclean animal. 
 
2. The “clean” designation of an animal indicates it is permitted to be 

eaten, but not always is it a permitted sacrifice.  Deut 12:22  
"Just as a gazelle or a deer is eaten, so you will eat it; the unclean and the clean 
alike may eat of it. Deut 14:4-5 These are the animals which you may eat: the 
ox, the sheep, the goat, the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild goat, the 
ibex, the antelope and the mountain sheep.  
 
3. One clean male from every clean animal would be offered as a Burnt 

Offering after the Flood.  Gen 8:20  
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  
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4. Then the Lord did away with the “clean” designations until the 
Mosaic Law.  Gen 9:1-3 

And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth. 2 "The fear of you and the terror of you will be on every beast of 
the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, 
and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given. 3 "Every moving thing 
that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant.  
 
5. Parts of the Burnt Offerings were eaten.  Ex 29:22-27 
 (the fat and organs were to be burned totally up) 
"You shall also take the fat from the ram and the fat tail, and the fat that covers 
the entrails and the lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that is on 
them and the right thigh (for it is a ram of ordination), 23 and one cake of bread 
and one cake of bread mixed with oil and one wafer from the basket of 
unleavened bread which is set before the Lord; 24 and you shall put all these in 
the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons, and shall wave them as a wave 
offering before the Lord. 25 “You shall take them from their hands, and offer them 
up in smoke on the altar on the burnt offering for a soothing aroma before the 
Lord; it is an offering by fire to the Lord. 26 "Then you shall take the breast of 
Aaron's ram of ordination, and wave it as a wave offering before the Lord; and it 
shall be your portion. 27 "You shall consecrate the breast of the wave offering 
and the thigh of the heave offering which was waved and which was offered from 
the ram of ordination, from the one which was for Aaron and from the one which 
was for his sons. Deut 12:27 And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh 
and the blood, on the altar of the Lord your God; and the blood of your sacrifices 
shall be poured out on the altar of the Lord your God, and you shall eat the flesh.  
 
6. In the Church, the Lord declared all animals “clean” and thus edible.  

Mark 7:14-23 & Acts 10:9-16 
 
Gen 7:3  = Also the Birds. 
 
also of the birds of the sky (heavens), by sevens, male and female, to keep 
offspring (seed) alive on the face of all the earth.  
 
7:3 L.T. = also of the birds of the heavens, by sevens, male and female, to 
keep offspring alive on the face of all the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. There is no difference in numbers stated here for clean and unclean 

birds so seven pairs of each bird were taken. 
 
2. Only “clean” birds though were offered for sacrifice after the Flood.  

Gen 8:20 
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  
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Gen 7:4  = The Duration of the Rain and the Devastation. 
 
For after seven more days, I will send rain (Hiph Ptc MAtAR = 2nd of 17x; cf 
2:5; no rain on the earth; at different times He rains fire and brimstone, hail 
and lightning) on the earth forty days and forty nights; and I will blot out (same 
word from 6:7; blot out, erase) from the face of the land (ERETZ = same word 
used in 1:1,2 et al for the entire globe; word that is used to include the 
ground {ADAMAH} and the seas {TAMIYM}) every living thing (YeQUM = 3x; 
7:23; Deut 11:6; composite for everything) that I have made (includes the 
birds)."  
 
7:4 L.T. = For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth forty days 
and forty nights; and I will blot out from the face of the land every living 
thing that I have made."  
 
Summary: 
1. Noah and his family were told seven days before the Flood, that it 

was about time to enter, but they wouldn’t enter until the day of the 
Flood.  Cf 7:13 

 
2. There had not yet been rain on the earth for a mist was used to water 

the ground, so this is a new revelation about a new event.  Gen 2:5-6 
 
Gen 7:5  = Noah Obeyed Again. 
 
And Noah did according to all that the Lord had commanded (TZUAH again, the 
word that indicates the authority of the one giving the command) him.  
 
7:5 L.T. = And Noah did according to all that the Lord had commanded him. 
 
Summary: 
1. There is no greater testimony that to do what the Lord commands. 
 
2. In the face of potential fears, great Believers mentally embrace the 

Lord’s commands, even if it seems there are no other options. 
 
Principle:  Obedience to the Lord is a matter of the heart as well as the 
body. 
 
7:1 L.T. = Then the Lord said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your 
household; for you yourself I have seen to be righteous before Me in this 
generation.  
7:2 L.T. = You shall take with you of every clean animal by sevens, a male 
and his female; and of the animals that are not clean two, a male and his 
female;  
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7:3 L.T. = also of the birds of the sky, by sevens, male and female, to keep 
offspring alive on the face of all the earth.  
7:4 L.T. = For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth forty days 
and forty nights; and I will blot out from the face of the land every living 
thing that I have made."  
7:5 L.T. = And Noah did according to all that the Lord had commanded him. 
 

A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The righteousness of one.  6:9-12 
d. Instructions to the righteous.  6:13-22 
e. Instructions for the Impending Event.  7:1-5 
f. Obedience and Deliverance.  7:6-12 

 
There are several reasons to spend time studying the Flood of Noah.  We 
have come to realize that we must interpret literally to properly understand 
God's Word  and the Flood is a good example.  We will begin in Genesis 
5:32 and have a running commentary as it relates to chronology and the 
literalness of Scripture.  Open your Bible and begin to read, noting the 
comments made in this study. 
 
Time tag #1: 
5:32 And Noah was five hundred years old (2404 B.C.), and Noah became the 
father of Shem (not the oldest of the three and not triplets:  cf 11:10; Shem 
at age 100 became the father of Arpachshad 2 yrs. after the Flood, so he 
was 97 when the Flood began; the order was probably reversed with 
Japheth being the oldest), Ham, and Japheth. 
 
Time tag #2: 
6:3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because 
he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." 
(2424 B.C.-20 yrs. Before birth of Noah's sons) 
6:4 The Nephilim (Giants-a generic term as proved by Nu 13:33 where 
they are found after the Flood) were on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore 
children to them. Those (children of "sons of God" and "daughters of men") 
were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown (historical foundation of 
mythology; cf Job 1:6; 2:1). 
 
Gen 7:6  = Time Tag.  (2304 B.C.) 
 
Now Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of water came upon the 
earth.  
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7:6 L.T. = Now Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of water 
came upon the earth.  
 
Gen 7:7  = The Preserved People. 
 
Then Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him entered the 
ark (they did as commanded in 7:1) because of the water of the flood.  
 
7:7 L.T. = Then Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with 
him entered the ark because of the water of the flood.  
 
Gen 7:8  = The Preserved Animals. 
 
Of clean animals and animals that are not clean and birds and everything that 
creeps on the ground,  
 
7:8 L.T. = Of clean animals and animals that are not clean and birds and 
everything that creeps on the ground,  
 
Gen 7:9  = The Entry. 
 
there went into the ark to (notice they were coming to Noah) Noah by twos, 
male and female, as God had commanded Noah.  
 
7:9 L.T. = there went into the ark to Noah by twos, male and female, as God 
had commanded Noah.  
 
Summary: 
1. Noah obeyed as did the animals.  6:20 
 
2. God brought them to Noah in an orderly fashion, not like wild 

animals running from disaster. 
 
Gen 7:10  = Just Like God Said. 
 
And it came about after the seven days, that the water of the flood came upon 
the earth.  
 
7:10 L.T. = And it came about after the seven days, that the water of the 
flood came upon the earth.  
 
Principle: When God reveals the specific timing of an event, it happens 
exactly as He said it would.  cf Exodus 12:41; Dan 9:24-27 
 
Gen 7:11  = The Destruction Begins. 
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In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month (The month is 
probably  "IYYAR"  which is  May, but Keil and Delitzsch believes it to be 
based on the civil year that began in the Autumn on the Vernal Equinox, so 
the month would be October or November; the time interval is the focus), 
on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all (KAL = all, meaning 
all) the fountains (MA'YAN = spring) of the great deep (TeHOM = 2nd use; in 
singular, indicating one land mass, one ocean; cf 1:2; ocean depths) burst 
open (Niphal Perfect BAQA' = to cleave asunder, divide because they were 
struck from an outside source;  A Niphal stem in the Hebrew means that 
the subject receives the action; this word is used in every stem; the 
feminine noun means “valley.” In active stems it means to crack open or 
smash into pieces), and the floodgates ('Arubah = an interwoven work, 
lattice, window; the rain does not fall through these "windows"; they are 
not shut for 5 months; the rain lasted 40 days-something else came 
through them-probably ice; this word only used 9x; used of the windows of 
heaven in Isa 24:18; Mal 3:10) of the sky (heavens) were opened (Niph PF 
PATACH = to open like a womb to give birth; or ears to hear; or an opening 
to make a door; i.e. no impediments).  
 
7:11 L.T. = In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on 
the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all the fountains of the 
great deep were burst open, and the windows of the heavens were opened.  
 
Summary: 
1. Extra-biblical stories about the Flood do not contain specific dates. 
(I wish we would have been given the time since the Fall of Adam here.) 
 
2. At the time this happened, a month was 30 days long.  Cf 8:4-5 
 
3. An outside force broke open the “fountain of the deep” and the 

“windows of heaven.” 
 
4. Sometimes the Lord: 
 A. Uses the things He created.  Exo 14:16-22   
"And as for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and 
divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land. 
(17)"And as for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they 
will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, 
through his chariots and his horsemen. (18) "Then the Egyptians will know that I 
am the LORD, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his 
horsemen." (19) And the angel of God, who had been going before the camp of 
Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before 
them and stood behind them. (20) So it came between the camp of Egypt and 
the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave 
light at night. Thus the one did not come near the other all night.  (21) Then 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea 
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back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land, so 
the waters were divided.  (22) And the sons of Israel went through the midst of 
the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right 
hand and on their left. 

B. Does it Himself.  Zech 14:3-4 
Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on 
a day of battle. 4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in 
front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle 
from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move 
toward the north and the other half toward the south.  
 
5. The means is a matter of His sovereign choice. 
 
6. He always does it with wisdom.  Prov 3:19-20 
The Lord by wisdom founded the earth, By understanding He established the 
heavens. 20 By His knowledge the deeps were broken up And the skies drip with 
dew.  
 
Gen 7:12  = Just As God Said. 
 
And the rain (GESHEM used which means cloudburst, not MatAR which 
means simply rain) fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.  (Flood + 
40 days) 
 
7:12 L.T. = And the rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.  
 
Summary: 
1. Rain was not the primary cause of the Flood, nor did it provide all the 

water. 
(If the canopy was pure water vapor, it could only account for 30 feet of water 
(9.14m.).  (Ararat was 17,000 ft.; 5,182m.) Educated guesses place it at about a 
6 inch increase (150 cm.).  The earth today contains 200 Million cubic miles of 
water (about 322 Million cubic kilometers). Therefore, the difference was the 
subterranean water. 
 
2. The word BAQA' in the Niphil indicates that an outside force released 

the water. 
(This force could very well have been an icy visitor from space-either a meteor or 
a comet.  It seems that it hit the earth at an angle and tilted the earth's axis to 23 
1/2 degrees.) 
 
3. A translucent water canopy existed before the Flood.  Cf Gen 1:6 
(Calculations place the outside temperature of the canopy at 470 degrees. 
Fahrenheit (243 degrees. Celsius) with a temperature on earth at 68 degrees. 
Fahrenheit (20 degrees. Celsius).) 
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4. There were no seasons until after the Flood or there would have 
been rain.  Cf Gen 2:4-6 

(This indicates that the earth's axis was parallel to the Sun and that it had a 
circular orbit, otherwise large temperature differentials and winds would occur, 
thus triggering rain.  The collision precipitated the vapor canopy, tilted the earth 
(cf Job 9:6), and broke up the fountains of the deep.) 
 
5. The Lord is the ultimate cause.  Job 9:5-10 
"It is God who removes the mountains, they know not how, When He overturns 
them in His anger; 6 Who shakes the earth out of its place, And its pillars 
tremble; 7 Who commands the sun not to shine, And sets a seal upon the stars; 
8 Who alone stretches out the heavens And tramples down the waves of the sea; 
9 Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades, And the chambers of the south; 
10 Who does great things, unfathomable, And wondrous works without number.  
 
6. Traditions of a universal flood occur in over 200 different cultures. 
(They include the Eskimos, Siberians, Aborigines, and American Indians. In 
ancient Babylon, it was the Gilgamesh Epic where the hero was Utnapishtim.  In 
Assyria it was the Atrahasis Epic. In China, they date the flood at 2300 B.C. and 
say that all are descendants of Nu-wah. In ancient Sumer, Noah was known as 
Ziusudra.) 
 
7. The similarities in the accounts: 

A. The cause was for disobedience. 
B. One man warned of a coming catastrophe. 
C. The man's family was saved. 
D. The entire world was depopulated except for a few. 
E. Animals were involved. 
F. They always landed on a mountain.   
(Usually a local one, but not so in the Biblical account) 

 
8. The Biblical account of history is the most unified, coherent and 

reasonable explanation known to man. 
(It is factual history that is worthy of faith, not manufactured history worthy of 
mistrust) 
 A. Creation explains Cosmogeny and Cosmology. 
 B. Fall of Man explains Sociology and Psychology. 
 C. Flood explains Geography and Geology. 
 D. Table of Nations explains Sociology. 
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A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The righteousness of one.  6:9-12 
d. Instructions to the righteous.  6:13-22 
e. Instructions for the Impending Event.  7:1-5 
f. Obedience and Deliverance.  7:6-12 
g. The Extent of the Judgment.  7:13-24 

 
Gen 7:13  = All Aboard. 
 
On the very same day (Be’ETZEM = 3rd use; lit: in body + the words for “the 
same day,” with bones as in 2:23; another marker of a literal account that 
Moses is writing about; those that want to make things allegorical tend to 
turn these things into “figures of speech.”  Used also of Abraham’s 
circumcision “in body,” in 17:23,26) Noah (Name means “rest”) and Shem 
(His name means “name”) and Ham (His name means “hot” or “warm”) and 
Japheth (whose name means “widely extended”), the sons of Noah, and 
Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark,  
 
7:13 L.T. = In body, on the very same day Noah and Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons 
with them, entered the ark,  
 
Summary: 
1. The apostle Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, said that 

eight souls entered this Ark.  1 Pet 3:20 
 
2. This verse claims that they literally entered. 
 
Principle:  “Rest” is found in the “Name” no matter how “Hot” or “Spread 
Out” we might be. 
 
Gen 7:14  = From Every “Kind.” 
 
they (Noah’s family) and every beast (CHAYYAH = word for wild animal; 
1:20,21 et al) after its kind (MIYNAH = the biblical taxonomic classification), 
and all the cattle (BEHEMAH = domestic animal) after their kind, and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, 
all sorts of birds.  
 
7:14 L.T. = they and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their 
kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and 
every bird after its kind, all sorts of birds.  
 
Summary: 



 178

1. The animals of the Ark included the wild ones, the domestic ones, 
the insects, reptiles and birds. 

 
2. Creationists began diligently working on a new taxonomic system in 

the 1990’s called Baraminology, seeking to determine what is truly 
meant by a Biblical “kind.”  It does not equal any modern taxonomic 
classifications. 

 
Baraminology is a creationist system for classifying life into groups not related 
by common ancestry, called "baramins". Its methodology is founded on a literal 
creationist reading of "kinds" in Genesis, especially a distinction between 
humans and other animals. Other criteria include the ability of animals to 
interbreed and the similarity of their observable traits. Baraminology is a subfield 
of creation science, and like all of creation science is pseudoscience and is not 
related to science.[ 
 
7:13 L.T. = In body, on the very same day Noah and Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons 
with them, entered the ark,  
7:14 L.T. = they and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their 
kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and 
every bird after its kind, all sorts of birds.  
 
Gen 7:15  = The Qualifier. 
 
So they (the animals) went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which was 
the breath of life (RUACH CHAYYIM = spirit of lives; NESHAMAH CHAYYIM 
only used in Genesis in 2:7 that connects it to the soul. In 7:22 it says 
NESHAMAH RUACH CHAYYIM).  
 
7:15 L.T. = So they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which 
was the spirit of lives. 
 
Summary: 
1. The term “spirit of lives” has emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s role in 

the impartation of life to both man and animal. 
 
2. The NESHAMAH CHAYYIM, the “breath of lives,” has focus on the 

marker of life, the soul that animates the body. 
 
Gen 7:16  = Obedient and Sealed Inside. 
 
And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as God (Elohim) 
had commanded him; and the Lord (Yahweh) closed (Qal IPF + w.c. sAGAR = 
2nd of 91x; cf 2:21 where the Lord closed the flesh over Adam’s “wound” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creationist
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudoscience
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baraminology#cite_note-NAS-0#cite_note-NAS-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baraminology#cite_note-NAS-0#cite_note-NAS-0
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that made Eve; the word means to shut thoroughly, here to make 
watertight)  it behind him.  
 
7:16 L.T. = And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as 
Elohim had commanded him; and Yahweh closed it behind him.  
 
Summary: 
1. Noah and his family entered the Ark and the animals came to them. 
 
2. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit were all involved in the deliverance 

of life.  (Father plans, Son executes, HS sustains) 
 
3. When it was time the Lord Himself sealed the deliverance. 
 
4. Notice the sequence of events stated in this type: 

A. Noah obeyed the command and entered the Ark, which is a 
picture of our obeying the command to believe.  Acts 16:31 

B. He only entered one time, which is a picture of saving faith 
occurring at one time in our life. 

C. The Lord closed the door indicating that the obedience was 
accepted and the deliverance was sealed, picturing security in 
the Believer’s life.  2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13; 4:30 

D. Noah exited on the command of God (8:16) to a restructured 
earth, picturing the Believer’s spiritual deliverance through 
catastrophe. 

 
7:13 L.T. = In body, on the very same day Noah and Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons 
with them, entered the ark,  
7:14 L.T. = they and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their 
kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and 
every bird after its kind, all sorts of birds.  
7:15 L.T. = So they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which 
was the spirit of lives. 
7:16 L.T. = And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as 
Elohim had commanded him; and Yahweh closed it behind him.  
 
Gen 7:17  = As God Said. 
 
Then the flood (MABUL = 5th of 13x; only used for this global flood) came 
(HAYAH = another use meaning become) upon the earth for forty days; and 
the water increased (Qal IPF + w.c. RUM = indicates the state of rising) and 
lifted (Qal IPF + w.c. NASA = lift up indicating the act of rising) up the ark, so 
that it (the ark) rose (RUM) above the earth.  
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7:17 L.T. = Then the flood began to be upon the earth for forty days; and 
the water increased and lifted up the ark, so that it rose above the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. The first forty days lifted up the Ark, so the water level was greater 

than or equal to 22.5 feet, the draught of the Ark. 
 
2. The flood was just beginning and initially “gently” lifted the Ark from 

the ground during the first forty days. 
 
Gen 7:18  = Walking on Water. 
 
And the water prevailed (Qal IPF + w.c. GABHAR = to be strong, prevail, 
emphasis on the power; used to describe the “mighty men” in 6:4) and 
increased greatly (RABHAH Me’ODH = to multiply, increase greatly) upon the 
earth (‘ERETZ = that which the Lord created; cf 1:1); and the ark floated (Qal 
IPF + w.c. HALAK = walked; cf John 6:19) on the surface (faces) of the water.  
 
7:18 L.T. = And the water prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth; 
and the ark walked on the surface of the water.  
 
Summary: 
1. The “might” of the water eventually prevailed on the earth and 

destroyed every living thing from the land and sky. 
 
2. The Ark of salvation walked on water liked the Bringer of salvation 

would do 2,300 years later.  John 6:41 
 
3. In a sense the Ark faced the storm and rose above it because of the 

“walk of righteousness and faith” of one man.  Isa 40:21-31 
Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been declared to you from the 
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is 
He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like 
grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain And spreads them 
out like a tent to dwell in. 23 He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes 
the judges of the earth meaningless. 24  Scarcely have they been planted,  
Scarcely have they been sown,  Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, 
But He merely blows on them, and they wither, And the storm carries them away 
like stubble. 25 "To whom then will you liken Me That I would be his equal?" says 
the Holy One. 26  Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, 
The One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; 
Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power,  Not one of 
them is missing. 27  Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is 
hidden from the Lord, And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God"? 28  
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His 
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understanding is inscrutable. 29 He gives strength to the weary, And to him who 
lacks might He increases power. 30 Though youths grow weary and tired, And 
vigorous young men stumble badly, 31 Yet those who wait for the Lord Will gain 
new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get 
tired, They will walk and not become weary. 
 
Principle: “Walking on water” begins by getting into the boat. 
 
Gen 7:19  = The Extent of the Flood. 
 
And the water prevailed (Qal PF GABHAR = just like in the last verse) more 
and more (MeODH MeODH = exceedingly, exceedingly; once is a lot, 
doubled is as big as it gets) upon the earth (ERETZ = the thing that was 
immediately formed cf 1:1), so that all the high mountains (literally "every one 
of the highest mountains") everywhere under the heavens were covered. (Pual 
IPF + w.c. KASAH = 1st of 152x; to cover, veil, conceal; in Pual means 
completely covered up; used in Num 16:33 where the ground opened and 
swallowed completely those in the Korah rebellion thus this word would 
include covering Mt. Everest  at  29,141 ft.; 8,882 meters)   
 
7:19 L.T. = And the water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that 
every one of the high mountains everywhere under the heavens were 
completely covered.  
 
Summary: 
1. The “Mighty Men” got “outmightied.” 
 
2. The Bible’s clear claim is that this flood: 
 A. Was global. 
 B. Was deep. 
 C. Was destructive. 
 
3. This is stated several different ways so one cannot legitimately draw 

another conclusion simply by the use of the word “all.” 
 
7:13 L.T. = In body, on the very same day Noah and Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons 
with them, entered the ark,  
7:14 L.T. = they and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their 
kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and 
every bird after its kind, all sorts of birds.  
7:15 L.T. = So they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which 
was the spirit of lives. 
7:16 L.T. = And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as 
Elohim had commanded him; and Yahweh closed it behind him.  
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7:17 L.T. = Then the flood began to be upon the earth for forty days; and 
the water increased and lifted up the ark, so that it rose above the earth.  
7:18 L.T. = And the water prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth; 
and the ark walked on the surface of the water.  
7:19 L.T. = And the water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that 
every one of the high mountains everywhere under the heavens were 
covered.  
 
Gen 7:20  = The Height of the Flood. 
 
The water prevailed (once again) fifteen cubits higher (word literally means:  
from the top up), and the mountains were covered (Pual IPF + w.c. KASAH = 
2nd of 152x; cf 7:19).  (22.5 ft. (6.86m.) + 29,141 ft. = 29,163.5 ft; 8,889m.) 
 
7:20 L.T. = The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains 
were completely covered.  
 
Summary: 
1. Every mountain in the world was covered to at least a depth of 22.5 

ft.  (Pike’s Peak = 14,000; Everest = 29,100; Ararat at 17,000.) 
 
2. This is a “God-sized” task.  Job 9:2-10 
In truth I know that this is so; But how can a man be in the right before God? 3 "If 
one wished to dispute with Him, He could not answer Him once in a thousand 
times. 4 "Wise in heart and mighty in strength, Who has defied Him without 
harm? 5 "It is God who removes the mountains, they know not how, When He 
overturns them in His anger; 6 Who shakes the earth out of its place, And its 
pillars tremble; 7 Who commands the sun not to shine, And sets a seal upon the 
stars; 8 Who alone stretches out the heavens And tramples down the waves of 
the sea; 9 Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades, And the chambers of 
the south; 10 Who does great things, unfathomable, And wondrous works without 
number.  
 
3. The pressures exerted on the earth could have easily caused the 

fossils and explain the catastrophic destruction of so many animals. 
 
4. Some other geological anomalies are easily explained by a global 

flood. 
A. It has been confirmed that fossils of fish, sea snails, and clams 

have been found on top of Mt. Everest and likewise on Ararat. 
B. Lake Van in Eastern Turkey is 5,640 ft ASL and is salty. 
C. Pillow lava, which forms underwater, has been found at the 

14,000 ft level on Ararat. 
 

5. A simple Tsunami could not have prevailed for such an extended 
period of time.  
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Gen 7:21  = The Destruction of the Flood. 
 
And all flesh that moved on the earth perished (Qal IPF + w.c. GUA’ = 2nd of 
24x; cf 6:17; to breathe its last, “give up the ghost”; just as God promised), 
birds and cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that swarms upon the 
earth, and all mankind (All the man = all mankind);  (fossils formed here-
pressure on undersea mountains was 4,000 lbs. Per sq. inch/714.33 kg. Per 
cm.) 
 
7:21 L.T. = And all flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle 
and beasts and every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all 
mankind;  
 
Gen 7:22  = The Destruction of Life. 
 
of all that was on the dry land (CHARBAH = 1st of 8x; used to refer to river 
bottom silt or land that has been covered with water), all in whose nostrils 
was the breath (NESHEMAH) of the spirit (RUACH) of life (CHAY = lives), died 
(Qal PF MUTH = used to describe the penalty for eating from the forbidden 
tree and the death of the patriarchs in chapter 5).  
 
7:22 L.T. = of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the 
breath of the spirit of lives, died.  
 
Gen 7:23  = In Case You Missed It. 
 
Thus He blotted out (Qal IPF + w.c. MACHAH = as used in 6:7 and 7:4; to blot 
out, erase) every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to 
(‘ADH = small conjunction used in this verse and translated “to” meaning 
“as far as” including everything in between) animals to creeping things and to 
birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left, 
together with those that were with him in the ark.  
 
7:23 L.T. = Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of 
the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, 
and they were blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left, together 
with those that were with him in the ark.  
 
Gen 7:24  = The Duration of the Flood. 
 
And the water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days.  (Flood + 150 
= total days of "prevailing" including the 40 days of rain) 
 
7:24 L.T. = And the water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty 
days.  
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Summary: 
1. Every air breathing creature except those in the Ark died. 
 
2. It was a totally violent death. 
 
3. God’s Word and declaration became fact.  Cf 6:17 
 
4. The line of the “Promised seed of the woman” was preserved. 
 
5. The forces exerted by the water changed the earth in tremendous 

ways.   
(earth on different axis? path around Sun? slower in its orbit? new mountain 
chains, ice caps? Lake Titicaca near the top of the Andes mountains in Peru is 
the highest navigable lake in the world at 12,500 ASL.  Farming terraces are 
seen at the 15,000-18,000 ft. level.  The lake is somewhat salty and there are 
salt beds around.  Many claim that most of the ocean bottoms were once dry 
land.  The silt deposits found on the ocean floor suggest a small period of time.?? 
 
6. Yahweh our Elohim is “The Mighty One.” 

A. He is Mighty in Creation. Jer 32:17-19 
'Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great 
power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You, 18 who 
shows lovingkindness to thousands, but repays the iniquity of fathers into the 
bosom of their children after them, O great and mighty God. The Lord of hosts is 
His name; 19 great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are open to all 
the ways of the sons of men, giving to everyone according to his ways and 
according to the fruit of his deeds;  

B. He is Mighty in Justice.  Deut 10:17-21 
For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the 
mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality, nor take a bribe. 18 
He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the 
alien by giving him food and clothing. 19 So show your love for the alien, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the Lord your God; you shall 
serve Him and cling to Him, and you shall swear by His name. 21 He is your 
praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome things for 
you which your eyes have seen.  

C. He is Mighty in the Battle.  Isa 42:13 
The Lord will go forth like a warrior, He will arouse His zeal like a man of war. He 
will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry. He will prevail against His enemies.  

D. He is Mighty in Humility.  Isa 9:6-7 
6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will 
rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no end to the increase of 
His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To 
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establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.  
 
Principle:  Even “Mighty Men” are no match for the “Mighty God.” 
 
True Spiritual “mighty men” are victorious in the Angelic Conflict, through 
prayer and action.  Exo 17:10-16 
And Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 So it came about when Moses 
held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek 
prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it 
under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one 
side and one on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set. 13 So 
Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 14 
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this in a book as a memorial, and recite it to 
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven." 15 
And Moses built an altar, and named it The Lord is My Banner; 16 and he said, 
"The Lord has sworn; the Lord will have war against Amalek from generation to 
generation."  
 
7:13 L.T. = In body, on the very same day Noah and Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons 
with them, entered the ark, 7:14 L.T. = they and every beast after its kind, 
and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, all sorts of birds. 7:15 
L.T. = So they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which was 
the spirit of lives.  7:16 L.T. = And those that entered, male and female of all 
flesh, entered as Elohim had commanded him; and Yahweh closed it 
behind him.  7:17 L.T. = Then the flood began to be upon the earth for forty 
days; and the water increased and lifted up the ark, so that it rose above 
the earth. 7:18 L.T. = And the water prevailed and increased greatly upon 
the earth; and the ark walked on the surface of the water. 7:19 L.T. = And 
the water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that every one of the 
high mountains everywhere under the heavens were covered. 7:20 L.T. = 
The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains were covered.  
7:21 L.T. = And all flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle 
and beasts and every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all 
mankind; 7:22 L.T. = of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils 
was the breath of the spirit of lives, died. 7:23 L.T. = Thus He blotted out 
every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to animals 
to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from 
the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in 
the ark. 7:24 L.T. = And the water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and 
fifty days.  
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 Genesis 8 
 

A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
a. Defilement of man.  6:1-4  
b. Judgment of God.  6:5-8 
c. The righteousness of one.  6:9-12 
d. Instructions to the righteous.  6:13-22 
e. Instructions for the Impending Event.  7:1-5 
f. Obedience and Deliverance.  7:6-12 
g. The Extent of the Judgment.  7:13-24 
h. The Decline of the Judgment.  8:1-5 
i. Testing the Waters.  8:6-12 
j. Waiting on the Lord. 8:13-19 
k. Thanksgiving.  8:20-22 

 
A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 

h. The Decline of the Judgment.  8:1-5 
i. Testing the Waters.  8:6-12 
j. Waiting on the Lord. 8:13-19 
k. Thanksgiving.  8:20-22 

 
Gen 8:1 = The Ark in Divine Focus. 
 
But God remembered (Qal IPF + w.c. ZAKAR = 1st of 231x; to remember but 
when used of God it is not in the same sense as with humans; cf “repent” 
of chapter 6.  To bring to mind in the sense of taking action, not of 
forgetting; focused attention on) Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that 
were with him in the ark; and God (Elohim) caused a wind (RUACH) to pass 
over (Hiph IPF + w.c. ‘ABHAR = 1st of 554x; to pass over; is the verb from 
which the word “Hebrew” would come) the earth, and the water subsided (Qal 
IPF + w.c. SHAKAK = 1st of 5x; Esth 2:1; 7:10 of appeasement; to subside, 
ease off, reverse of pressure).  
 
8:1 L.T. = But God focused attention on Noah and all the beasts and all the 
cattle that were with him in the ark; and Elohim caused a wind to pass over 
the earth, and the water subsided.  
 
Summary: 
1. God “turned His attention” from the destruction and rearrangement 

of the earth to the occupants of the Ark. 
(Notice that it doesn’t take God’s “full attention” even to keep us safe.”  He could 
do it with one arm tied behind his back.) 
 
2. He used wind to speed up the drying process and probably direct the 

water to form such things as trenches, gulleys and valleys. 
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3. The Divinely directed wind (RUACH) would indicate the Holy Spirit is 
involved, much like in Genesis 1:2. 

 
4. To let dry land appear, He rearranged the earth's topography.   
 Psa 104:5-9 
He established the earth upon its foundations, So that it will not totter forever and 
ever. 6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; The waters were 
standing above the mountains. 7 At Your rebuke they fled, At the sound of Your 
thunder they hurried away. 8 The mountains rose; the valleys sank down To the 
place which You established for them. 9 You set a boundary that they may not 
pass over, So that they will not return to cover the earth.  
 
5. This is probably where He made the major divisions of the 

continents. 
 
6. The earth would be settling for years with the continental separation 

completed during the days of Peleg.  Cf 10:25 
 
Principle:  God’s “breath” carries a mighty power. 
(What do you need besides the Holy Spirit?) 
 
Gen 8:2 = Turning Off the Water. 
 
Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky (heavens) were 
closed (Niph IPF + w.c. sAKAR = 1st of 3x; to close, stop; done by a divine 
hand), and the rain (GESHEM = 2nd use; cf 7:12; cloudburst) from the sky was 
restrained (Niph I*PF + w.c. KALA’ = 1st of 18x; to finish, hold back, restrain);  
 
8:2 L.T. = Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were 
closed, and the rain from the sky was restrained;  
 
Summary: 
1. The main elements of destruction were shut off.  Cf 7:11 
 
2. They were shut off by an outside source, which would be the Lord 

Himself. 
 
Gen 8:3 = A Time Tag. 
 
and the water receded steadily from the earth (lit: and the waters returned 
from the earth, walking and returning is idiom for “steadily” which 
indicates the tidal ebb and flow but constantly getting lower), and at the end 
of one hundred and fifty days the water decreased (Qal IPF + w.c. CHAsAR = 
1st of 21x; to decrease, get lower, lack).  
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8:3 L.T. = and the waters returned from the earth, walking and returning, 
and at the end of one hundred and fifty days the water lacked (covering the 
earth).  
 
Summary: 
1. On day 40 the water began to recede so that the water “lacked” 

covering the entire earth. 
A. God’s grace provides what man lacks, and in this case is “dry 

ground.” 
 B. Those who seek the Lord will never “lack.”  Psa 34:10 
 
2. Over the next 110 days, it had decreased by 12,000 ft (3,658m.) (from 

the top of Everest to Ararat) which is about 80 feet (24.4m.) per day. 
 
3. This steady but rapid recession explains why much of the geological 

data seems to fit the theory of Geological Uniformitarianism, only not 
taking place over 150 million years.  (Noah would have been really old) 

 
Gen 8:4 = Another Time Tag. 
 
And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested 
(Qal IPF + w.c. NUACH = 1st of 67x; it “Noahed” or “rested”) upon the 
mountains (note plural) of Ararat.  
 
8:4 L.T. = And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, 
the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat.  
 
Summary: 
1. Five months totaling 150 days indicates 30 day months. 
  
2. Notice that it “rested” on the “mountains” of Ararat. 
 A. Ararat has twin peaks called big and little Ararat. 
 B. It is the 19th highest mountain in the world. 
 C. The mountain has been identified since antiquity. 
 D. Persians call Ararat Kok-I-Nouh meaning mountain of Noah. 
 
3. The names of several towns on Ararat are revealing. 

A. The town Nakhitcheuan (called Apobaterion in 100 A.D.) 
means "place of first lodging." 

 B. The town Temanin means "place of the eight." 
 C. The town Sharnakh means "village of Noah." 
 D. The town Tabriz means "the ship." 
 E. The town Arghuri means "planting of the vine." 
 F. The town Marand means "the mother is here." 
 
4. Its existence is attested to outside of the Bible: 
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A. Berossus, the Babylonian High Priest of the temple of Bel-
Marduk in 300 B.C. said the remains of the Ark could still be 
seen. 

B. Hieronymus, Greek general and historian, mentions the Ark in 
30 B.C. 

C. Nicolaus, the biographer of Herod the Great, states that the 
remains of the Ark were still there. 

D. Josephus in "Antiquities of the Jews" in 100 A.D. says that 
reliable reports have indicated that the remains still exist and 
that Manetho of Egypt agrees. 

 
5. There was never a question about the existence of the Ark until 150 

years ago.  (Ararat is a treacherous mountain. All kinds of political 
pressure from the Turks and Russians who are Moslem and Atheist.  
Satellite imaging shows a “suspicious thing” at the 14,000 ft. level, but no 
one will commit.) 

 
Gen 8:5 = Continued Decrease of Water Level. 
 
And the water decreased steadily (to walk and lack; same description as 
verse 3) until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, 
the tops of the mountains (from the vantage point of Ararat) became visible.  
 
8:5 L.T. = And the water decreased steadily until the tenth month; in the 
tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains 
became visible.  
 
Summary: 
1. The nearby mountain tops first became visible 224 days after the  

Flood began. 
 
2. The mountains that could be seen were in the Caucasus and Taurus 

ranges. 
 
3. This is a recession rate of 40 ft (12.2m.) per day.   
 (From 17,000 ft. [5,182m.] to 14,000 ft. [4,267m.]  in 74 days) 
 
4. “Mr. Rest” waited for instructions before opening the door. 
 (probably still a lot of mud and silt) 
 
Principle:  Great Believers don’t let their joy supersede their obedience. 
 

A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
h. The Decline of the Judgment.  8:1-5 
i. Testing the Waters.  8:6-12 
j. Waiting on the Lord. 8:13-19 
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Gen 8:6 = Forty Days Later.  (Days 224-264) 
 
Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window 
(CHALON = lattice work window) of the ark which he had made; (Flood + 264) 
 
8:6 L.T. = Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the 
window of the ark which he had made; 
 
Summary: 
1. This covers from day 224-264 after the Flood began. 
 
2. Noah kept himself and all the animals, especially the birds inside 

before he was led to “test the waters.” 
 
3. Noah would now be able to survey the landscape and determine to 

some measure the water level. 
 
Gen 8:7 = Testing the Waters-Exit the Raven. 
 
and he sent (Piel SHALAK) out a raven (‘OREBH = 1st of 10x; a raven), and it 
flew here and there (to go out and return) until the water was dried up from the 
earth (‘ERETZ = that which the Lord created).  
 
8:7 L.T. = and he sent out a raven, to go out and return until the water was 
dried up from the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. The raven, a bird of prey that feasted off carcasses, was the first test 

bird.  (could take care of itself) 
A. Ravens were listed as unclean birds and not to be eaten.  Lev 

11:15; Deut 14:14 
B. God has a place for even these scavengers of the dead.  1 Kgs 

17 (they brought food to Elijah.) 
 
2. This bird would not return if there was something to eat. 
 (all was destroyed) 
 
3. The raven evidently left and returned until food was located, which 

indicated the water had continued to recede. 
(probably several thousand feet more.) 

 
Step 1:  Realize that God can use even the unclean to guide your path. 
(You don’t get involved with them but realize that they can be ways to read the 
circumstances of life.  You watch them from a distance and see what they get 
into and the results of their actions.  You can observe the immorality and see its 
destruction and decide not to partake.  You can observe the devastation of 
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addiction and choose not to go that way.  You can see the greed and become 
generous.  You can be hurt by lies and innuendos and determine not to live your 
life that way.  Here not even the “unclean” could find something to eat, so for 
sure the “clean” shouldn’t follow.  They can’t find peace so why join them to 
look?) 
 
Gen 8:8 = The Dove’s First Trip.  (Day 271) 
 
Then he sent out a dove (YONAH = 1st of 32x; dove; same word used in Lev 
and translated “pigeons.” Used 6x in Song of Solomon to describe the 
woman’s gentleness) from him, to see if the water was abated (Qal PF QALAL 
= 1st of 82x; to diminish, often translated “curse” as in 8:21 and 12:3; root 
usage of the word “curse” meaning to make small) from the face of the land 
(ADAMAH); (Flood + 271, cf V10 where it says "another 7 days") 
 
8:8 L.T. = Then he sent out a dove from him, to see if the water was abated 
from the face of the land;  
 
Summary: 
1. This event occurs 271 days after the Flood began.  Cf 8:10 
 (another 7 days) 
 
2. The water was receding all over the earth and drying out the land. 
 
Gen 8:9 = The Dove Returns. 
 
but the dove found no resting place (MeNOACH = 1st of 6x; play on Noah’s 
name) for the sole of her foot, so she returned to him into the ark; for the water 
was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his hand and took her, and 
brought her into the ark to himself.  
 
8:9 L.T. = but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so 
she returned to him into the ark; for the water was on the surface of all the 
earth. Then he put out his hand and took her, and brought her into the ark 
to himself.  
 
Summary: 
1. Ravens would land and roost anywhere and eat almost anything, but 

not so with the doves. 
 
2. The ground was still quite muddy and probably not much to eat, 

since they are not carnivores. 
 
3. Noah knew the habits and characteristics of the animals. 
 
**4. The “dove” is a picture of the Holy Spirit.  Matt 3:16 
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Picture:  There is a special place for the “clean” in the hands of the master. 
(It is a place of love, warmth, security, peace) 
 
Gen 8:10 = The Dove’s Second Trip.  (Day 278) 
 
So he waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the dove from the 
ark. (Flood + 278) 
 
8:10 L.T. = So he waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the 
dove from the ark.  
 
Summary: 
1. This is the 278th day after the Flood began. 
 
2. Noah is checking now for dry ground and vegetation. 
 
Gen 8:11 = Noah’s Analysis. 
 
And the dove came to him toward evening; and behold, in her beak was a freshly 
picked olive leaf (tARAPH = 1x; freshly picked; olive trees found in Ararat at 
14,000 ft. [4,268m.]-a nearly indestructible plant; ‘aLEH = 2nd of 18x; used in 
3:7 where they sewed leaves together; ZAYITH = 1st of 38x; used of the 
olive). So Noah knew that the water was abated (diminished, cursed in the 
sense of prohibited from completely covering it again) from the earth. 
 
8:11 L.T. = And the dove came to him toward evening; and behold, in her 
beak was a freshly picked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the water was 
abated from the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. The dove’s return with a fresh olive leaf was the sign that there 

would be food outside the Ark. 
 
2. The olive leaves: 
 A. Can be a picture of man trying to save himself.  3:7 
 B. Or a picture of God’s blessing and sustenance. 
 
3. Noah knew the time was approaching to leave the Ark. 
 
Gen 8:12 = The Dove’s Third and Last Trip.  (Day 285) 
 
Then he waited yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; but she did not 
return to him again. (Flood + 285) 
 
8:12 L.T. = Then he waited yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; 
but she did not return to him again.  
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Summary: 
1. The dove had found a dry place to roost and food to eat. 
 
2. This was 285 days after the Flood began. 
 
Step 1:  Realize that God can use even the unclean to guide your path. 
Step 2:  Be sure to test the waters with the clean standard.  (1 Tim 1:8-10) 
 (Be led by the Spirit.  Man’s rules and resolutions should never 

replace God’s requirements.) 
 Dove 1:  Sometimes He says, “not yet.”  (God may conceal His 

purposes so you can live on His promises.  Abraham didn’t know 
where he was going but knew who was with him.) 

(You want to go to school, get married, start a business, buy a house, sell a 
house, change jobs, yet there is no clear leadings or openings.) 
 Dove 2:  Sometimes He says, “I’m getting it ready.” 
(This is that sense that something is going to happen.  If you are walking in the 
Light and living by the Spirit, these feelings will come, but they must be tested by 
the clean standards.  Sometimes the test is money (Too much or not enough, like 
when having a child).  Many times the temptation will be money, in that standards 
can be compromised to gain it. His delays are not necessarily denials.) 
 Dove 3:  Sometimes He says, “It’s almost ready.” 
(The Holy Spirit is leading you but the circumstances are not yet right.  There will 
be a time to take the “step of faith” but the real test is patience without 
procrastination.  When the step is taken, if it is the right one, it will be met with 
opposition.  A smooth sea never made a skillful sailor.  Formulas?  No!  Reliance 
on the Spirit?  Absolutely!) 
 

A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
h. The Decline of the Judgment.  8:1-5 
i. Testing the Waters.  8:6-12 
j. Waiting on the Lord. 8:13-19 
k. Thanksgiving.  8:20-22 

 
Gen 8:13 = The Covering Removed. 
 
Now it came about in the six hundred and first year (of Noah), in the first month, 
on the first of the month (Flood + 314; 29 days later; calculating from the date 
given in 7:11; probably began the calendar on the spring equinox), the 
water was dried up from the earth. Then Noah removed the covering (MIKsEH = 
1st of 16x; all the rest used of the “coverings” of skin of the Tabernacle in 
Exodus and Numbers) of the ark, and looked, and behold, the surface of the 
ground was dried up. 
 
8:13 L.T. = Now it came about in the six hundred and first year, in the first 
month, on the first of the month, the water was dried up from the earth. 
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Then Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the 
surface of the ground was dried up.  
 
Summary: 
1. Happy New Year!  (They sang “Auld Lang Syne.” ☺) 
 
2. The Ark was to be “covered” inside and out with pitch which was a 

picture of atonement. 
 
3. Removing the “covering” is a picture of mankind’s sins being judged 

and taken away. 
 
4. Here the “dry ground” is a picture of a new beginning. 
 
Gen 8:14 = The Timing. (Day 370) 
 
And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was 
dry.  
 
8:14 L.T. = And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the 
month, the earth was dry.  
 
Gen 8:15 = God Speaks. 
 
Then God spoke to Noah, saying,  
 
8:15 L.T. = Then God spoke to Noah, saying,  
 
Gen 8:16 = The Awaited Instruction. 
 
"Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons' wives with 
you.  
 
8:16 L.T. = "Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your 
sons' wives with you.  
 
Gen 8:17 = Including the Animals. 
 
Bring out (Cause to go out) with you every living thing of all flesh that is with 
you, birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, that 
they may breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the 
earth."  
 
8:17 L.T. = Cause to go out with you every living thing of all flesh that is 
with you, birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
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earth, that they may breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and 
multiply on the earth."  
 
Gen 8:18 = Obedience Again. 
 
So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him.  
 
8:18  L.T. = So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' 
wives with him.  
 
Gen 8:19 = The Extent of Deliverance. 
 
Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the 
earth, went out by their families (MISHPACHAH = 1st of 303x; a family; related 
to one another) from the ark.  
 
8:19 L.T. = Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything 
that moves on the earth, went out by their families from the ark.  
 
Step 1:  Realize that God can use even the unclean to guide your path. 
(Permissive Will of God) 
 
Step 2:  Be sure to test the waters with the clean standard.  (PWOG) 
 Dove 1:  Sometimes He says, “not yet.” 
 Dove 2:  Sometimes He says, “I’m getting it ready.” 
 Dove 3:  Sometimes He says, “It’s almost ready.” 
 
Step 3:  Wait for clear direction from the Lord. 
(Directive Will of God.  Be cautious but not enslaved by fear.  Take risks but don’t 
be reckless.  Don’t expect His approval on things to which He has not been 
consulted. To know God’s will is life’s greatest treasure, to do God’s will is life’s 
greatest pleasure.) 
 

Summary of The Chronology of The Flood: 
 
1. The Flood began in the 2nd month on the 17th day of the month.  7:11 
 
2. For 40 days the rain fell, the fountains of the deep were open and the 

water level peaked.  7:12 
 
3. For another 110 days the water receded from 29,000 to 17,000 feet for 

a total of 12,000 feet. 7:24 
 
4. Months were 30 days long.  7:24 (150 days) cf 8:4 (7th month, 17th 

day) 
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5. Waters receded at the rate of 40 feet per day for another 74 days, 
until the 10th month, 1st day thus 224 days after the Flood began.  8:5 

 
6. Noah sent out a Raven 40 days later on the 264th day after the Flood 

began, the 11th month on the 11th day.  8:6-7  
 
7. On day 271, 11th month, 18th day, Noah sent out the first dove. 8:8 cf 

8:10  
 
8. The second dove was sent out 7 days later on the 11th month and 25th 

day or day 278.  8:10 
 
9. The third dove was sent out 7 days later, on the 12th month and 2nd 

day, day 285.  8:12 
 
10. From the date the flood began (7:11) to the 1st day of the 1st month 

is 314 days, when Noah removed the covering from the Ark, in his 
601st year.  8:13  

 
11. The exit from the Ark was in the 2nd month, 27th day or another 56 

days, for a total of 370 days spent in the Ark.  8:14 
 

A. 3. Destruction of Man, the Flood: 
h. The Decline of the Judgment.  8:1-5 
i. Testing the Waters.  8:6-12 
j. Waiting on the Lord. 8:13-19 
k. Thanksgiving.  8:20-22 

 
Gen 8:20 = Noah’s Offering. 
 
Then Noah built (Qal IPF + w.c. BANAH = 3rd of 376x; 2:22 where He built the 
woman and 4:17 where Cain built a city) an altar (MIZBEACH = 1st of 401x = 
from verb meaning to “offer a sacrifice”) to the Lord, and took of every clean 
animal and of every clean bird and offered (Hiph IPF + w.c. ‘ALAH = caused to 
go up; 2nd of 888x; as the mist used to go up before the Flood) burnt 
offerings (‘OLAH = 1ST OF 289x; that which goes up; used exclusively for the 
“Burnt Offerings”) on the altar.  
 
8:20 L.T. = Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean 
animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  
 
Summary: 
1. God promised Noah deliverance and he was thankful for the 

fulfillment. 
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2. There is no command to build an altar but Noah chose to make a 
place to honor his Lord. 

 A. Abraham also chose to build altars to the Lord. 
1. In Shechem and Bethel.  Gen 12:6-8 

Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then in the land. 7 The Lord  appeared to Abram 
and said, " To your descendants I will give this land." So he built an altar there to 
the Lord who had appeared to him. 8 Then he proceeded from there to the 
mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and 
Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name 
of the Lord.  
  2. In Hebron at the Oaks of Mamre.   Gen 13:16-18 
"I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can 
number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered. 17 
"Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you." 
18 Then Abram moved his tent and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which 
are in Hebron, and there he built an altar to the Lord. 
  3. To sacrifice Isaac.  Gen 22:8-10 
Abraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my 
son." So the two of them walked on together. 9 Then they came to the place of 
which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the 
wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  
 B. As did Isaac.  Gen 26:24-25 
I am the God of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless 
you, and multiply your descendants, For the sake of My servant Abraham." 25 So 
he built an altar there and called upon the name of the Lord, and pitched his tent 
there; and there Isaac's servants dug a well.  
 C. And Jacob.  Gen 33:18-20 
Now Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, 
when he came from Paddan-aram, and camped before the city. 19  He bought 
the piece of land where he had pitched his tent from the hand of the sons of 
Hamor, Shechem's father, for one hundred pieces of money. 20 Then he erected 
there an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel.  Gen 35:1  Then God said to Jacob, 
"Arise, go up to Bethel and live there, and make an altar there to God, who 
appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau."  
 D. And Moses.  Ex 17:14-16 
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this in a book as a memorial and recite it to 
Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven." 15 
Moses built an altar and named it The Lord is My Banner; 16 and he said, " The 
Lord has sworn; the Lord will have war against Amalek from generation to 
generation." 
 
Principle:  Great Believers do not need to be told to honor the Lord. 
 
3. The church has a different altar from which to worship.  Heb 13:9-17 
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9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the 
heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were 
thus occupied were not benefited. 10 We have an altar, from which those who 
serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals 
whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for 
sin, are burned outside the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might 
sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 Hence, 
let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14 For here we do 
not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come. 15 Through 
Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of lips that give thanks to His name. 16 And do not neglect doing good and 
sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  
 
4. The “clean” designation of an animal indicates it is permitted to be 

eaten, but not always is it a permitted sacrifice.  Deut 12:22  
"Just as a gazelle or a deer is eaten, so you will eat it; the unclean and the clean 
alike may eat of it. Deut 14:4-5 These are the animals which you may eat: the 
ox, the sheep, the goat, the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild goat, the 
ibex, the antelope and the mountain sheep.  
 
Principle:  Great Believers offer acceptable sacrifices. 
 
5. Noah offered sacrifices from every clean animal indicating 

generosity. 
 
Principle:  Great Believers offer generous sacrifices. 
 
6. The Lord does away with the “clean” designations after the Flood 

until the Mosaic Law.  Gen 9:1-3 
And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth. 2 "The fear of you and the terror of you will be on every beast of 
the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, 
and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given. 3 "Every moving thing 
that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant.  
 
Gen 8:21 = The Lord’s Response. 
 
And the Lord smelled (Hiph IPF + w.c. YARACH = 1st of 11x; caused to smell) 
the soothing aroma (REYACH = 1st of 58x; a smell; often used with 
NICHOACH = 1st of 43x which is always used with the word “smell”; it is 
actually “and the Lord caused a smell of the sweetness”); and the Lord said 
to Himself (unto His heart), "I will never again curse (Hiph IPF YAsAPH = to 
add; cause to add or increase + Piel Inf QALAL = to curse + ‘OYD = again) 
the ground (ADAMAH) on account of man (‘ABHUR = preposition of the word 
group meaning to “pass over”; translated often “for the sake of”; literal: in 
the passing over; used to denote that a priority has been given to 
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something + the man = mankind), for the intent (YETZER = 2nd of 9x; cf 6:5; 
word that means intent but extends to the imagination; that which is 
thought about and formed) of man's heart is evil (RA’ = evil, like that which 
came from the tree; cf 2:9,17) from his youth (old enough to think); and I will 
never (not add) again (to) destroy every living thing, as I have done (Qal PF 
‘ASAH = I have manufactured).  
 
8:21 L.T. = And the Lord caused a smell of the sweetness; and the Lord 
said to His heart, "I will not add to curse again the ground in the passing 
over of mankind, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I 
will not add again to destroy every living thing, as I have done.  
 
Summary: 
1. This sacrifice was made “sweet” not just by its smell but by the Lord. 

A. The Lord is not impressed with sacrifices that simply “smell 
good.”  Lev 26:31 

'I will lay waste your cities as well and will make your sanctuaries desolate, and I 
will not smell your soothing aromas.  

B. “Smell good” sacrifices are often made to manmade gods who 
cannot smell.  Deut 4:28 

"There you will serve gods, the work of man's hands, wood and stone, which 
neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell.  

C. The “sweetness” is generated by the Lord as he observes the 
heart of the offeror. 

 
2. Yahweh is a personal being with a “heart.” 
(Part of being made in His image.  Not the organ that pumps blood but a center 
of activity that has compassion) 
 
3. The Lord’s “heart” reached out to man’s evil heart, giving man a 

covenant not earned nor deserved. 
A. Any “curse” on the ground would “pass over” mankind as a 

whole. 
B. Even though all of mankind has evil intentions from the time 

they are able to think. 
 
4. The Lord made a decision to extend “amazing grace” to evil mankind 

by promising that the earth would never undergo and global 
destruction again. 

 
Principle:  The Lord sets the standard for “sweet smelling” offerings. 

   
Gen 8:22 = The Extent of “Never Again.” 
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"While the earth remains (lit: as far as all the days of the earth), Seedtime and 
harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night Shall not 
cease."  
 
8:22 L.T. = "As far as all the days of the earth, Seedtime and harvest, And 
cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night Shall not cease."  
 
Summary: 
1. This relates the Lord’s thinking about the extent of this promise. 
 
2. As long as the earth itself exists: 

A. There will be agriculture that will never totally fail to produce 
food. 

B. There will be a climate that is subject to change, but not to 
destruction. 

C. There will be seasons to mark the cycles of earth’s history, 
and not a return to the pre-Flood climate. 

D. The earth shall continue to function with time, meaning the 
astrophysical properties shall remain. 

 
3. One day this earth will be destroyed and a new one made, but that is 

not eminent. 
 
Principle:  He has the whole world in His hands. 
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Genesis 9 
 
 A.  Four Events (Gen 1-11). 
  1.  The Creation Of The World And Man. (1-2) 
  2.  The Corruption Of Man, The Fall. (3-5) 
  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   A. The Ante-Diluvians.  6:1-4 
   B. Their Sin and Discipline.  6:5-8 
   C. Noah and his Generation.  6:9-11 
   D. Instructions to Noah-Build an Ark.  6:12-22 
   E. Instructions to Noah-Fill the Ark.  7:1-5 
   F. The Flood Begins.  7:6-12 
   G. The Flood Prevails.  7:13-24 
   H. The Flood Recedes.  8:1-5 
   I. Seeking Wisdom to Exit.  8:6-12 
   J. The Exit.  8:13-19 
   K. Thanksgiving Sacrifices.  8:20-22 
   L. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
   M. A New Covenant to Noah.  9:8-17 
   N. The Sons of Noah.  9:18-19 
   O. Noah’s Failure.  9:20-27 
   P. Noah’s Death.  9:28-29 
 
  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   L. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
 
Gen 9:1 = The Mission: Repopulate the Earth. 
  
And God blessed Noah (Piel IPF + w.c. BARAK = 5th blessing, animals in 
1:22; man in 1:28; the Sabbath in 2:3; Adam and Eve in 5:2; word means to 
“kneel down” and thus when God is involved it means to have direct 
contact with) and his sons and said to them (Shem, Ham and Japheth), "Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.  
 
9:1 L.T. = And Elohim blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. This command is similar to an earlier one given to Adam. Gen 1:28 
God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 
 
2. God’s plan for man is not to just be fruitful and multiply but to “fill 

the earth.”  
 



 202

Principle:  God wants His creation to reproduce and fill the earth. 
(Overcrowding to the point of starvation will not occur.  People are starving 
around the world because of sin, not because there are too many of them.  
Governments are pushing population control for their own control.) 
 
Gen 9:2 = The Authority Over Creation. 
 
And the fear (MORA’ = comes from adding a prefix to the verb and making it 
a noun; 1st of 12x; used exclusively of the fear of being in the presence of a 
superior being) of (all of) you and the terror (CHAT = 1st of 5x; fear to the 
point of brokenness, thus terror) of (all of) you shall be (Qal IPF HAYAH = 
shall become; in the Ark this was not the case, so the fear and terror is new 
to these animals) on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with 
everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into (all of) your 
hands they are given (Niph PF NATHAN = have been given).  
 
9:2 L.T. = And the fear of all of you and the terror of all of you shall be on 
every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that 
creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into all of your hands they 
have been given.  
 
Summary: 
1. Where Adam was told to “subdue” and “rule,” Noah and his sons 

were told that the animals would be fearful of them. 
 
2. Some of them would be naturally afraid, others would become so. 
 
3. This is done by Divine Decree and has nothing to do with evolution. 
 
Gen 9:3 = Everything is Clean. 
 
Every moving thing that is alive shall be food (literally comes from the verb “to 
eat” and made into a noun; often you see the word “bread” which could 
have a limited meaning) for (all of) you; I give all to (all of) you, as I gave the 
green plant.  
 
9:3 L.T. = Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for all of you; I give 
all to all of you, as I gave the green plant.  
 
Summary: 
1. Noah and his family has just been given a land grant of the earth 

itself, power over inferior creatures and subsistence. 
 
2. Before the Flood all green plants were edible, but only some animals, 

based on the clean/unclean designations. 
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3. Now all animals are proclaimed clean like the green plant was prior 
to the Flood. 

 
4. It seems that God reserves for Himself the right to designate foods 

as clean and unclean.  Mark 7:14-19  (beware of legalisms) 
After He called the crowd to Him again, He began saying to them, "Listen to Me, 
all of you, and understand: 15 there is nothing outside the man which can defile 
him if it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what 
defile the man. 16 [" If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear."] 17 When he had 
left the crowd and entered the house, His disciples questioned Him about the 
parable. 18 And He said to them, "Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do 
you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile 
him, 19 because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is 
eliminated?" (Thus He declared all foods clean.)  
 
Principle:  God establishes, changes or alters His laws as He chooses in a 
manner compatible with His character. 
(He is a Free Being.  Which foods to eat do not involve moral decisions.  If He 
prohibits any action then that action becomes a moral issue.) 
 
Gen 9:4 =  A Prohibition. 
 
Only (all of) you shall not eat flesh with its life (NEPHESH = soul), that is, its 
blood.  
 
9:4 L.T. = Only all of you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.  
 
Summary: 
1. Man was now “lord” over the creatures but he was still to be 

restrained by a higher law. 
 
2. Blood is seen as the vehicle by which the “soul” or “life-force” is 

circulated through the body. 
 
3. Blood is a picture of the innocent sacrifice offered by the “Promised 

Seed of the Woman” and thus was to be respected.  Cf 3:21 
 
4. One “life-force” would be given to redeem another. 
 
5. The blood generated by the ritual animal sacrifices was to be 

sprinkled on the sacrifice and the balance poured out at the base of 
the altar.  Ex 29:12 et al 

 
6. Out of respect for this symbol, flesh was to be cooked before being 

eaten.  Cf 1 Sam 14:33-34 
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Principle:  God may place some restrictions on His provision. 
 
Gen 9:5 = The Death Penalty. 
 
And surely I will require (Qal IPF  DARASH = 1st of 164x; to seek, inquire, 
require; part of the word “MIDRASH” which was a Jewish commentary; ) 
your lifeblood (Lit: the blood of you all’s NEPHESH = souls); from every beast 
I will require it. And from every man, from every man's brother (this is given to 
one family that will repopulate the earth; mankind is one family) I will require 
the life (soul) of man.  
 
9:5 L.T. = And surely I will require the blood of all of your souls; from every 
beast I will require it. And from every man, from every man's brother I will 
require the soul of man.  
 
Summary: 
1. Both man and animals belong to God so the unwarranted killing of 

either is prohibited.  (No lack of compassion.) 
 
2. Animals have been given to man for food, so they may be killed for 

food, but not human beings.  (No cannibalism) 
 
3. Our own lives are not even our own, so we are not permitted to end 

them at our own pleasure.  (No suicide) 
 
4. Animals that harm the life of a man are to be killed.  Exo 21:28 
 (No lack of justice.) 
 
5. We are our brother’s keeper. 
 
Gen 9:6 = The Judgment. 
 
"Whoever sheds (Qal Ptc SHAPHAK = 1st of 115x; to pour, shed; lit: the man 
shedding) man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God 
(TZELEM ELOHIM = Gen 1:26-27; refers to having the privilege and 
responsibility of volition) He made man.  
 
9:6 L.T. = "The man shedding man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, 
For in the image of Elohim He made man.  
 
Summary: 
1. This installs judicial power to mankind. 
 
2. By these words temporal government was established and the sword 

placed in its hand by God.  Martin Luther 
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3. The reason is because murder is a slap at God. 
 
4. It is the highest form of hating one’s brother. 
 
Principle:  God established capital punishment. 
 
Gen 9:7 = Time to Multiply. 
 
"And as for (all of) you, be fruitful and multiply; Populate (Qal Imp SHARATZ = 
3rd of 4 Qal Imp’s = to “teem”; multiply exceedingly) the earth abundantly and 
multiply in it."  
 
9:7 L.T. = "And as for all of you, be fruitful and multiply; Populate the earth 
abundantly and multiply in it."  
 
Summary: 
1. Noah’s family was to get busy making children. 
 
2. The animals were also to follow the command. 
 
Principle:  God has plans that are a lot better than killing people. 
 
  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   L. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
   M. A New Covenant to Noah.  9:8-17 
 
Gen 9:8 = Second Bible Class. 
 
Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying,  
 
9:8 L.T. = Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying,  
 
Gen 9:9 = The Covenant. 
 
"Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant (BeRITH = 2nd of 284x; 
promised to him in 6:18 but no details given) with (all of) you, and with (all 
of) your descendants after (all of) you;  
 
9:9 L.T. = "Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with all of you, 
and with all of your descendants after all you;  
 
Summary: 
1. This Covenant is not just for Noah’s immediate family but for all of 

their offspring. 
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2. The word BeRITH comes from a word that means “to cut” and thus 
people would “cut a covenant,” meaning that it would be viewable by 
others and binding on the parties involved. 

 
Principle:  God does not forget to do what He promises.  Gen 6:18 
"But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark — you and 
your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you.  
 
Gen 9:10 = The Extent of the Covenant. 
 
and with every living creature that is with (all of) you, the birds, the cattle, and 
every beast of the earth with (all of) you; of all that comes out of the ark, even 
every beast of the earth.  
 
9:10 L.T. = and with every living creature that is with all of you, the birds, 
the cattle, and every beast of the earth with all of you; of all that comes out 
of the ark, even every beast of the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Covenant also extends to all the “kinds” of the animal kingdom. 
 
2. Different creatures have different roles in God’s system. 
 (The Ecosystem is actually a Theosystem) 
 
Gen 9:11 = The Specifics of the Covenant. 
 
And I establish (Hiph PF + w.c. QUM = to set or establish) My covenant with 
(all of) you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off (Niph IPF CARATH = 1st of 
288x; to cut off; this is the verb that the word for “covenant” comes from 
and is frequently used with the word BeRITH; in Lev 17:10,14 it is used for 
capital punishment) by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a 
flood to destroy the earth."  
 
9:11 L.T. = And I will establish My covenant with all of you; and all flesh 
shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there 
again be a flood to destroy the earth."  
 
Summary: 
1. The Noahic Covenant focuses around the promise of never having 

another global flood that will destroy all flesh. 
 
2. This language would be out of place if this were only a local flood. 
 
3. The same One who can cause 40 days of rain, break up the fountains 

of the deep, and move the earth out of its place can keep it from 
happening ever again. 
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4. God takes responsibility for the destruction of this flood. 
 
Principle:  God-sized promises require God-sized power to keep. 
 
Gen 9:12 = The Sign of the Covenant. 
 
And God (Elohim) said, "This is the sign (OTH = 3rd of 79x; 1:14 of the purpose 
of the stars; 4:14 of the mark of Cain) of the covenant which I am making (Qal 
Ptc NATHAN = am giving) between Me and you and every living creature that is 
with (all of) you, for all successive generations;  
 
9:12 L.T. = And Elohim said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I am 
making between Me and you and every living creature that is with all of 
you, for all successive generations;  
 
Summary: 
1. God-sized Covenants are gifts from God’s grace. 
(Remember what God said in 8:21, even though the intentions of man’s heart are 
evil from his youth.) 
 
2. This Covenant is with all of mankind as long as mankind is in the 

flesh. 
 
Principle:  Eternal promises require an Eternal power. 
(the point to man:  do you believe it??) 
 
Gen 9:13 = The Rainbow. 
 
I (Elohim) set My bow (QASHAH = 1st of 77x; only in this context referring to 
a rainbow and in Eze 1:28; the rest of the time it is used of the weapon that 
shoots arrows) in the cloud (‘ANAN = 1st of 87x; a cloud; used of the cloud 
that led the Israelites; used of the covering of Yahweh Himself), and it shall 
be for a sign of a covenant between Me (Elohim) and the earth (‘ERETZ = that 
which He created cf 1:1).  
 
9:13 L.T. = I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant 
between Me and the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. Covenants had markers or signs that were observable. 
 A. Noah’s was a rainbow. 
 B. Abraham’s was circumcision. 
 C. Moses’ was the Ark of the Covenant. 
 D. David’s was a Temple built by his son.  2 Sam 7:12-13 
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2. God established a new phenomenon after the Flood which is another 
indicator that there was no rain prior to the Flood, but only the mist 
that used to rise from the earth.  Cf 2:6 

 
3. Every rainbow is a God-painted picture of a weapon without arrows 

that will never be used again in global judgment. 
 
4. In heaven the rainbow is an awesome picture of God’s faithfulness to 

His word.  Rev 4:2-3 
Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and 
One sitting on the throne. 3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a 
sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an 
emerald in appearance.  
 
5. The rainbow will be a reminder of God’s self-imposed restraint 

during the Tribulation, which is another picture of His grace.  Rev 
10:1-2 

I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and 
the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like 
pillars of fire; 2 and he had in his hand a little book which was open. He placed 
his right foot on the sea and his left on the land;  
 
Principle:  God will not use the weapon of water on a global scale, but that 
is not the only weapon in His arsenal. 
 
Gen 9:14 = A Common Event. 
 
And it shall come about, when I (Elohim) bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud,  
 
 9:14 L.T. = And it shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, 
that the bow shall be seen in the cloud,  
 
Gen 9:15 = The Promise. 
 
and I (Elohim) will remember (bring to the forefront of My thoughts) My 
covenant, which is between Me and (all of) you and every living creature of all 
flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh.  
 
9:15 L.T. = and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and all of 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water 
become a flood to destroy all flesh.  
 
Gen 9:16 = The Purpose. 
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When the bow is in the cloud, then I (Yahweh) will look upon it, to remember the 
everlasting covenant between God (He could have said “Me” as He did in the 
preceding verses and the following verse, but He changes the wording to 
make us stop and think.  Elohim is used in this verse which makes the “I” 
different in the earlier part of the verse.  It is Yahweh who is equal with 
Elohim) and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth."  
 
9:16 L.T. = When the bow is in the cloud, then I (Yahweh) will look upon it, 
to remember the everlasting covenant between God (Elohim) and every 
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth."  
 
Summary: 
1. Elohim made the Covenant as the Planner. 
 
2. Yahweh “amen’d” it as the Executor. 
 
3. Ruach made it understandable to the Creation as the Revealer. 
 
Gen 9:17 = The Divine Declaration. 
 
And God (Elohim) said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have 
established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth."  
 
9:17 L.T. = And Elohim said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant 
which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth."  
 
Principle:  When God “Cuts a Covenant” with sinful man, His Essence, 
including His power stands behind keeping His end of the agreement. 
 
 
  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   L. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
   M. A New Covenant to Noah.  9:8-17 
   N. The Sons of Noah.  9:18-19 
 
Gen 9:18 = The Focus on Ham. 
 
Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem (Name) and Ham 
(Black) and Japheth (Enlarge); and Ham was the father of Canaan (Canaan 
was probably the fourth son of Ham behind Put, Cush, and Mizraim based 
on Gen 9:24 where he is called his “youngest son” and Gen 10:6 that 
names his other three brothers).  
 
9:18 L.T. = Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem and 
Ham and Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan.  
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Gen 9:19 = The First Post-Flood Family. 
 
These three were the sons of Noah; and from these the whole earth was 
populated (Qal PF NAPHATZ = 1st of 22x; to scatter, disperse; to take from 
the whole and break into pieces; most often translated as “smashed into 
pieces”).  
 
9:19 L.T. = These three were the sons of Noah; and from these the whole 
earth was populated.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Bible emphatically states the source for the multiplication of 

man after the Flood. 
 
2. In the eight people exiting the Ark are found the races and genetics 

of all the people alive on the planet today. 
(Race is a term used to describe physical characteristics, such as Caucasian, 
Negroid and Mongoloid.) 
 
Principle:  Everyone alive today is related to everyone else, so the 
command to “love your brother” is comprehensive and exhaustive. 
 
  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   L. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
   M. A New Covenant to Noah.  9:8-17 
   N. The Sons of Noah.  9:18-19 
   O. Noah’s Failure.  9:20-27 
 
Gen 9:20 = Farmer Noah. 
 
Then Noah began (Hiph IPF + w.c. CHALAL = 3rd use; a word frequently 
translated “profane” but means to cut into something or begin, to “cut 
into” the existing circumstances to start something new) farming (a man of 
the ground) and planted (2nd use; cf 2:8, where the Lord planted a garden in 
Eden) a vineyard (KAREM = 1st of 93x; a vineyard).  
 
9:20 L.T. = Then Noah began to be a man of the ground and planted a 
vineyard.  
 
Gen 9:21 = Oops! 
 
And he drank of the wine (YAYIN = 1st of 141x; an alcoholic beverage made 
from grapes) and became drunk, and uncovered himself (Hith IPF + w.c. 
GALAH = 1st of 185x; to uncover, remove; only 2x in Hithpael, cf Prv 18:2)  
inside his tent.  
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9:21 L.T. = And he drank of the wine and became drunk, and uncovered 
himself inside his tent.  
 
Summary: 
1. The word “wine” in Scripture means an alcoholic beverage. 
(Noah may have gotten caught off guard or just wanted to relax after a long and 
arduous voyage.) 
 
2. Wine can be a symbol of any intoxicant that affects one’s ability to 

reason.  Jer 51:7 
 
3. Wine itself is not the problem, but the excess that leads to 

drunkenness.  Rom 13:13; Gal 5:21; 1 Pet 4:3 
 A. Wine was used in certain “Drink Offerings.”  Exo 29:40 

B. Jews were encouraged to buy for themselves wine and strong 
drink to celebrate at the time of bringing the tithe to the 
designated place.  Deut 14:24-26   

24 And if the distance is so great for you that you are not able to bring the tithe, 
since the place where the Lord your God chooses to set His name is too far away 
from you when the Lord your God blesses you, 25 then you shall exchange it for 
money, and bind the money in your hand and go to the place which the Lord your 
God chooses. 26 And you may spend the money for whatever your heart desires, 
for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or whatever your heart desires; and 
there you shall eat in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice, you and 
your household.  
 C. The Lord Himself drank wine.  Luke 7:33-35 
"For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you 
say, 'He has a demon!' 34 "The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and 
you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!' 35 "Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children."  

D. The problem with intoxication is that it tends to compromise 
one’s values in a variety of areas. 

 
4. Uncovering oneself inside one’s own tent is not a problem. 
(cf 2 Sam 6:20 where David uncovered himself and danced, outside the tent) 
 
5. A fool that totally uncovers his own mind is a problem.  Prov 18:2     
A fool does not delight in understanding,  
But only in revealing (uncovering) his own mind.  
 
Gen 9:22 = Ham’s Disrespect. 
 
And Ham, the father of Canaan (note that a second time it is mentioned that 
Ham is the father of Canaan cf 9:18, who was the 4th born son; cf 10:6), saw 
(Qal IPF + w.c. RA’AH = to see; used many times so far in Genesis; not just 
a visual glance but an inspection of the details) the nakedness (ARWAH = 1st 
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of 54x; nakedness, referring primarily to the genitals of either male or 
female; ‘ARUM is the word translated “naked” in Gen 2:25 which means 
without clothing; this word refers to what is exposed when there is no 
clothing) of his father, and told (Hiph IPF + w.c. NAGADH = 2nd of 370x; cf 
3:11; “who told you…”; means to tell, announce, report; primarily in Hiphil 
focusing on the initiation of the speaker and content of the communication) 
his two brothers outside.  
 
9:22 L.T. = And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, 
and told his two brothers outside.  
 
Summary: 
1. Ham obviously violated his father’s privacy when he entered into the 

tent (his brothers were outside). 
 
2. Ham didn’t just “see” but rather “inspected” his “father’s 

nakedness.” 
 
3. Moses uses the phrase “the nakedness of his father” to refer to a 

person’s mother.   Lev 18:6-9 
(“Mother” had been used in Gen 2:24 and 3:20, so it was a viable word.  The 
“two” were “one.”  Moses wrote both accounts and appears to be using modest 
language at this point for the sake of Noah and his wife.  It is the nakedness that 
belongs to his father.  When Moses wrote the Law he was told what to write, so it 
was very blunt and clear.  Mom may have been sampling the new wine as well.) 
6 'None of you shall approach any blood relative of his to uncover nakedness; I 
am the Lord. 7 'You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father, that is, the 
nakedness of your mother. She is your mother; you are not to uncover her 
nakedness. 8 'You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife; it is 
your father's nakedness.  
 
Gen 9:23 = Shem and Japheth’s Respect. 
 
But Shem (mentioned first and probably the leader) and Japheth took a 
garment (SIMLAH = 1st of 29x; used of either a male or female garment; an 
outer garment) and laid it upon both their shoulders and walked backward and 
covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were turned away, so that 
they did not see their father's nakedness.  
 
9:23 L.T. = But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it upon both 
their shoulders and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their 
father; and their faces were turned away, so that they did not see their 
father's nakedness.  
 
Summary: 
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1. The key point that Moses wants to make here, based on the 
information provided, is that Ham had no respect for his father, no 
matter what happened, but Shem and Japheth did. 

 
2. This looks like the forerunner of the command to “Honor your father 

and your mother.”  (The children of Adam and Eve would begin with 
brothers and sisters marrying each other.  This was not the case with 
Noah and his sons.  They could have married cousins.) 

 
Gen 9:24 = Noah’s Discovery. 
 
When Noah awoke (Qal IPF + w.c. YAQATZ = 1st of 11x; to become suddenly 
active, awake; sobered up) from his wine, he knew what (‘ASHER = 5500x; 
can be “who” as well as “what”) his youngest son had done (‘ASAH = 34th 
usage in Genesis of 2629x; has consistently looked at an assembly of 
things such as the stars, man, woman and the Ark; to “make something out 
of something” as opposed to BARA’; “manufactured”) to (or “for”) him.  
 
9:24 L.T. = When Noah awoke from his wine, he knew what his youngest 
son had done to him.  (also legitimate: he knew who his youngest son had 
manufactured for him.) 
 
Summary: 
1. Noah was so drunk that he did not know that anything happened 

until after he woke up. 
 
2. Then he came to know that something happened when he was drunk, 

so someone (probably Shem and Japheth) told him. 
 
Gen 9:25 = The Curse on Canaan. 
 
So he said, "Cursed (‘ARUR = like what happened to the serpent {3:14}, the 
ground {3:17} and Cain {4:11}) be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall be to 
his brothers."  
 
9:25 L.T. = So he said, "Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall 
be to his brothers."  
 
Summary: 
1. Why was the curse given on a grandson of Noah and not on the son 

who had committed the act? 
 
2. We know from the curse placed on Canaan that there are some major 

parts of this story not recorded.  
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(Some explain this by saying that Noah was functioning as a prophet and given 
information of the future abominations of the Canaanites, but the Libyans, 
Ethiopians and Egyptians were just as bad at following after other gods.) 
 
3. He would be a servant of servants, i.e. the lowest servant, to Shem, 

Japheth, Put, Cush and Mizraim. 
(Put went into Libya, Cush to Ethiopia and Mizraim to Egypt) 
 
4. Ham would not just have a son that would be disrespectful but an 

entire line. 
 
5. This would become a common judgment on a child born from a 

forbidden union.  Deut 23:2 (Why judge the child for the parents folly?  If 
the parents have any or will ever have any love for their children they 
would not want to see them ostracized by society.  If they had no love and 
compassion, the hope would be that they would develop it as they 
watched the child grow.  Is the child innocent?  None are.  Do they 
deserve that stigma?  Does anyone deserve to be Royal Family?) 

"No one of illegitimate birth (MAMZER = 2x; Zech 9:6; a child born of a 
forbidden union; used of foreigners) shall enter the assembly of the Lord; 
none of his descendants, even to the tenth generation, shall enter the assembly 
of the Lord.  
 
6. Another example of the adversity that comes to the child of a 

forbidden union is Lot’s incestuous relationship with his daughters 
that produced the Moabites and Ammonites.  Gen 19:30-38 

 
Gen 9:26 = The Blessing on Shem. 
 
He also said, "Blessed (Qal Pas Ptc BARAK = keep blessing) be the Lord 
(Yahweh), The God (Elohim) of Shem; And let Canaan be his servant.  
 
9:26 L.T. = He also said, "Keep blessing Yahweh, Elohim of Shem; And let 
Canaan be his servant.  
 
Gen 9:27 = The Blessing on Japheth. 
 
"May God (Elohim) enlarge Japheth (play on words, “may Japheth be 
Japheth’d) , And let him dwell (Qal IPF SHAKAN = with Jussive force 
indicating a command) in the tents of Shem; And let Canaan be his servant."  
 
9:27 L.T. = "May Elohim enlarge Japheth, And let him dwell in the tents of 
Shem; And let Canaan be his servant."  
 
Summary: 
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1. Ham didn’t get the curse but the Patriarch Noah ordered Canaan and 
his line into servanthood. 

(Canaanites that embraced their servanthood to Shem and Japheth were to be 
accepted into Israel.  Example Rahab who married Salmon and beget Boaz.  
Matt 1:5) 
 
2. The blessing on Shem indicates that he had the best relationship 

with the Lord and others would do well to follow his example. 
 
3. The blessing on Japheth includes a command to get close to his 

brother Shem to share in spiritual blessing. 
 (a picture of Gentiles being blessed by the Jews) 
 
4. Ham is not mentioned for either blessing or cursing although seeing 

his son “cursed” should affect him. 
 
5. The evidence seems to show: 
 A. Noah got drunk, went to his tent and undressed. 

B. Ham went in to his mother (the nakedness of his father) while 
Noah was drunk and passed out, then came out bragging 
about it to his brothers.  (Noah’s wife probably supping the 
sauce as well) 

C. His brothers, led by Shem, had respect for their parents and 
entered the tent backwards to not look on their nakedness. 

D. They later told dad what had happened. 
E. The disrespectful union produced a son named Canaan. 
F. The child was a result of a forbidden union and was the 

recipient of a curse. 
 
6. “Canaanite” means “merchant” and indicates that maybe everything 

they have is for sale. 
 
7. These blessings and curse is part of the reason that the Jews are to 

conquer them and take that land. 
 
8. There are many things that will curse a person.  Deut 27:15-28:19 
 
Key Principle:  Disrespect for father and mother has ramifications for many 

generations. 
 
Key Principle:  Those under a curse need a Savior. 
 
 
  3.  The Destruction Of Man, The Flood (6-9) 
   L. New Commands to Noah.  9:1-7 
   M. A New Covenant to Noah.  9:8-17 



 216

   N. The Sons of Noah.  9:18-19 
   O. Noah’s Failure.  9:20-27 
   P. Noah’s Death.  9:28-29 
 
Gen 9:28 = Noah’s Life. (2304-1954 B.C.) 
 
And Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the flood.  
 
9:28 L.T. = And Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the flood.  
 
Gen 9:29 = Noah’s Life Span. 
 
So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, and he died.  
 
9:29 L.T. = So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, and 
he died.  
 
Summary: 
1. He was born in 2904 B.C. 
2. At age 480, in 2424 B.C., he received the assignment. 
3. At age 500, in 2404 B.C., his sons were born. 
4. At age 600, in 2304 B.C., the Flood came. 
5. At age 950, in 1954 B.C., he died. 
6. Soon after his death was born Abraham. 
7. Noah trusted in the Lord and received “rest.” 
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Genesis 10 

The Table of Nations 
 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   D. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   E. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
   F. The True History.  10:32 
   G. The Tower of Babel.  11:1-9 
   H. Chronology of the Sons of Shem.  11:10-25 
   I. The Sons of Terah.  11:26-32 

The Greeks say that their ancestor was a man named Japetos, and you can see 
in that the resemblance to Japheth. They regarded him as not only the father of 
their race, but the father of all humanity. The Indians, on the other hand, have an 
account of the flood similar in many respects to the Biblical account. The name of 
their hero is not Noah, but Satyaurata, and he had three sons. The name of the 
oldest was Iyapeti (you can see Japheth in that, very easily), and the other two 
were Sharma, and C'harma (Shem and Ham). The interesting thing about the 
Indian account is that C'harma was cursed by his father because he laughed at 
him when he got drunk, a certain echo of the story we have in Genesis. 

The main point:  God is accurate. 

Gen 10:1 = Noah’s Three Sons. 
 
Now these are the records of the generations (TOLeDOTH = histories) of Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah; and sons were born to them after the flood.  
 
10:1 L.T. = Now these are the records of the generations of Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth, the sons of Noah; and sons were born to them after the flood.  
 
Summary: 
1. Genesis 10 presents the ethnology of the races and nations. 
 
2. Ethnology is the branch of anthropology that compares and analyzes 

the origins, distribution, technology, religion, language, and social 
structure of the ethnic, racial, and/or national divisions of humanity.1  

 
3. It is the preamble to Israel’s sacred origin. 
 
                                            
1 Wickipedia definition of Ethnology. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthropology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnicity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_(classification_of_human_beings)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nation
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4. It describes the origin of nations and gives some insight into them. 
 
5. From these nations the Lord will prepare His bride from every 

people, nation, tribe and language.  Rev 5:9 
 
6. It shows our common ancestry and that racial elitism should not 

exist. 
A. All genetic variations in the world today came through the 

sons of Noah. 
B. This includes the color of skin, eyes, hair, shape of the head 

and every other genetic variation. 
C. This tradition was passed down to Moses who was inspired to 

write it down. 
D. Genetic variants do not prove evolution. 
 

7. There is another reasonable explanation for the science that shows a 
common ancestry that does not include evolutionary processes. 

 
8. This part of the document is unique to all of ancient history.  No one 

else deals with the origins of all the nations.   
 
9. The literal accuracy of this description even impresses liberal 

scholars and is empirical evidence of the authenticity of the Bible. 
 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
 
Gen 10:2 = Seven Sons of Japheth. 
 
The sons of Japheth were (1) Gomer and (2) Magog and (3) Madai and (4) Javan 
and (5) Tubal and (6) Meshech and (7) Tiras.  
 
10:2 L.T. = The sons of Japheth were Gomer and Magog and Madai and 
Javan and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras.  
 
Summary: 
1. Gomer, who was also known as the Cimmerians, are said to reside 

with Togormah in the uttermost parts of the north.  Eze 38:6 
 
2. Magog formed the Slavic peoples and occupied ancient Russia. 
 
3. Madai are the ancient Medes and Persian peoples who settled in NW 

Iran.  In 550 B.C. Cyrus the Great defeated the Medes and with the 
Elamites conquered Babylon, which sets the background for Daniel, 
Esther, Ezra and Nehemiah. 
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4. Javan formed the ancient Greeks and were Indo-Europians from the 

grasslands of SE Europe.  They were a nomadic, pastoral people 
until around 1,000 B.C. when they conquered the Aegean world.  
They are known as the sons of Javan in Eze 27:13; Isa 66:19; Joel 
3:6; Zech 9:13; Dan 8:21,10:20 

 
5. The Tubali settled in Eastern Turkey. 
 
6. Meshech (Greek Moschoi) was known as the Mushki and settled east 

of the upper Euphrates River.  There chief industry was copper and 
bronze, along with the Tubal. 

 
7. Tiras is identified with the Turasha of Egyptian records and was one 

of the Sea Peoples, who would establish and settle ancient Tyre. 
 
Gen 10:3 = Three Sons of Gomer. 
 
And the sons of Gomer (1st son of Japheth) were (1) Ashkenaz and (2) Riphath 
and (3) Togarmah.  
 
10:3 L.T. = And the sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz and Riphath and 
Togarmah.  
 
Summary: 
1. The descendents of Ashkenaz became known as the Barbarians but 

were better known as the Scythians and settled in the regions 
around Ararat and Minni, to the southeast of Lake Van.  They were a 
rude and backward civilization. 

 
2. The descendents of Riphath (known as Diphath in 1 Chr 1:6) located 

in the Riphean mountains which is the present day Carpathian range. 
 
3. Togormah is the Tegarama in southwest Armenia around Ararat who 

still today trace their descent back to Haik the son of Torgormah. 
 
Gen 10:4 = Four Sons of Javan. 
 
And the sons of Javan (4th son of Gomer) were (1) Elishah and (2) Tarshish, (3) 
Kittim and (4) Dodanim.  
 
10:4 L.T. = And the sons of Javan were Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim and 
Dodanim.  
 
Summary: 
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1. Elishah was known as Alashiya which is cuneiform for the island of 
Cyprus, the suppliers of the purple things for the island of Tyre. 

 
2. Tarshish was the Phoenician name of the smelting center at 

Tartessus in southern Spain near Gibralter who supplied silver, iron, 
tin and lead to Tyre (Eze 27:12). 

 
3. Kittim refer to the people of Kiti, which is present day Larnaka on the 

southern coast of Cyprus. 
 
4.  The Dodanim (aka Rodanim of 1 Chr 1:7) refer to the people of the 

island of Rhodes. 
 
Gen 10:5 = The Separation. 
 
From these (the sons of Japheth and their listed sons) the coastlands (‘IYYIY 
= 2x; Job 22:30; it is a mariner’s term referring to coastlands and isles 
where one puts into port) of the nations (GOY = this is usually a reference to 
the Gentiles) were separated (Niph PF PARADH = 2nd of 26x; 1st in 2:10 
where the River in Eden was separated into four rivers; to separate by 
breaking, hence to expand or scatter; Niph indicates an outside source) into 
their lands (‘ERETZ = this is the word that has been used for the world in 
every case to date; here it is used in the plural and takes on a more specific 
meaning referring to the part of the entire earth where one dwells),  every 
one (ISH = each man) according to his language (LASHON = 1st of 117x; the 
tongue but as it relates to language), according to their families 
(MISHPACHAH = 2nd use, cf 8:19 of the families of animals), into their 
nations.  
 
10:5 L.T. = From these the coastlands of the nations were separated into 
their lands, every one according to his language, according to their 
families, into their nations.  
 
Summary: 
1. In common Hebrew style Moses gives the result before he explains 

the cause. 
 
2. The nations “were separated” at the Tower of Babel described in the 

next chapter. 
 
3. The Japhethites moved primarily north from Babel and scattered 

from there. 
 
4. With the Tower of Babel the Lord showed His dislike for 

internationalism and established nations as the chief political 
entities. 
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5. Nations will be the norm in the Millennial Kingdom and the New 

Heavens and Earth.  Rev 20:8; 21:24,26; 22:2 
 
6. The diversity of languages is designed in part to keep peoples 

separated into these political entities. 
 
Principle:  Nationalism is God’s Plan and Internationalism is of Satan. 
 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
 
Gen 10:6 = The Four Sons of Ham. 
 
And the sons of Ham were (1) Cush and (2) Mizraim and (3) Put and (4) Canaan.  
 
10:6 L.T. = And the sons of Ham were Cush and Mizraim and Put and 
Canaan.  
 
Summary: 
1. Cush is originally connected with the area between the Tigris and 

Euphrates Rivers, known as Babylonia. 
A. They developed an advanced civilization and developed 

cuneiform writing. 
B. The area became known as Sumer. 
C. From there they went to southern Arabia and colonized African 

Nubia.  They are known Biblically as Ethiopians. 
D. Their genetics produced a black skin color. 

 
2. Mizraim settled in Egypt.  The “ayim” ending is a Hebrew dual 

meaning two.  It refers to Upper and Lower Egypt.  Volumes have 
been written about the first king of Egypt named Mitzraim and also 
known as Menes.  He was a great canal builder who learned to 
control the Nile.  The first dynasty began around 2170 B.C. 

 
3. Put settled in Libya to the west of Egypt and migrated to the 

coastlands of Eastern Africa. 
 
4. Canaan became one of the original residents of Palestine and was 

known for almost every perversion recognized by man. 
 
5. Canaan received a special curse from his grandfather Noah, that he 

would be a servant of servants. 
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6. The curse did not turn him black. 
 
Gen 10:7 = Five Sons and Two Grandsons of Cush. 
 
And the sons of Cush were (1) Seba and (2) Havilah and (3) Sabtah and (4) 
Raamah and (5) Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah were (1) Sheba and (2) 
Dedan.  
 
10:7 L.T. = And the sons of Cush were Seba and Havilah and Sabtah and 
Raamah and Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.  
 
Summary: 
1. Seba located in southern Arabia and became known as the Sabeans.  

They migrated to northwest Arabia in about the 8th century B.C. and 
eventually became associated with the Kingdom of Sheba.  Psa 72:10 

 
2. Havilah located in eastern Africa. 
 
3. Sabtah is identified with Shabwat and is located in southern Arabia. 
 
4. Raamah located in southwest Arabia as did his sons Sheba and 

Dedan. 
  
5. And also Sabteca. 
 
Gen 10:8 = A Sixth Son of Cush-Nimrod. 
 
Now Cush became (The list is different now, they were listing all the sons 
together and now this one is set off.  A Qal PF is used instead of Hiph PF of 
YALADH = to beget; in Qal used of the female; in Hiph, caused to, for the 
male; indicates someone in the line of; when the Qal if used of a man then 
there is an attitude that followed that was passed on to the offspring; the 
emphasis is on the attitude not the genetics) the father of Nimrod (his name 
is derived from a word meaning “rebel”); he became (began to be) a mighty 
one (GIBOR = used of the offspring of angels and the daughters of men in 
6:4; the next use is Deut 10:17 where God is called a “mighty man.”  It can 
have a good connotation or a bad one; it focuses on being mighty in battle) 
on the earth.  
 
10:8 L.T. = Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he began to be a mighty 
man on the earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. Cush begat a son in his own image, rebellious. 
 
2. Nimrod began a rise to power. 
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Gen 10:9 = His Claim to Fame. 
 
He was a mighty hunter (TZAYIDH = 1st of 18x; a hunter; refers to the art of 
hunting; used to describe Esau in Gen 25:27 and to that which was hunted 
down) before (the face of) the Lord; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod a mighty 
hunter before (the face of) the Lord."  
 
10:9 L.T. = He was a mighty hunter before the face of Yahweh; therefore it 
is said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the face of Yahweh."  
 
Summary: 
1. When the animals left the Ark, their instructions were to go out into 

all the earth and multiply.  Gen 8:19 
 
2. When they left the Ark they evidently scattered because the fear of 

man and being eaten for food was upon them.  Gen 9:2-3 
 (This is an instantaneous change in their “natural” instincts.) 
 
3. Nimrod was involved in a legitimate activity “before the face of the 

Lord” and was simply following instructions.  
 
4. In Sumerian Nimrod means “subduer of the leopard.” 
 
Principle:  Hunting animals for food is valid before the Lord. 
 
Gen 10:10 = His Kingdom. 
 
And the beginning (ROSH = head or beginning) of his kingdom was Babel and 
Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar (name easily converts to 
SUMER) .  
 
10:10 L.T. = And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and 
Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  
 
Summary: 
1. The location of the ancient city of Babel is well known. 
 
2. Erech, aka Uruk, is modern Warka and is about 100 miles southeast 

of Babylon.  It is know for the ziggurats and evidence of the first 
cylinder seals. 

 
3. Accad was the name of a city in northern Babylonia, aka Agade.  It 

was brought into prominence by Sargon around 1975 B.C. 
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4. Calneh has not yet been identified or excavated, but is possibly the 
ancient city of Nippur. 

 
5. Shinar is the Biblical name for ancient Sumer. 
 
Gen 10:11 = Expanding His Kingdom. 
 
From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and 
Calah, 
 
10:11 L.T. = From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh 
and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, 
 
Gen 10:12 = One Great City. 
 
and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.  
 
10:12 L.T. = and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.  
 
Summary: 
1. Nimrod headed north and built Nineveh on the north side of the 

Tigris River which would become the capital of the Assyrian Empire 
after the time of Moses.  It is modern Kuyunjik. 

 
2. Resen is labeled “the great city” but includes a metropolis of others 

cities. 
 A. Nineveh. 
 B. Rehoboth-Ir which is just west of Nineveh. 

C. Calah which became the royal residence of Assyrian kings for 
about 150 years (885-735 B.C.) 

D. This area became known as the “land of Nimrod.”  Micah 5:6 
  
3. Nimrod was the first post-flood human to promote a viewpoint 

known as Babylonianism.  
A. He became the head of ancient Sumer and was probably the 

king known as Etana.  
Etana was an ancient, legendary Sumerian king of the city of Kish, and was, 
according to the Sumerian king list, one of the kings who reigned after the 
deluge. He is listed as the successor of "Arwium, the son of Mashda", as king of 
Kish. The list also calls Etana "the shepherd, who ascended to heaven and 
consolidated all the foreign countries", and states that he ruled 1560 years (some 
copies read 635) before being succeeded by Balih, said to have ruled 400 years. 
A Babylonian legend says that Etana was desperate to have a child, until one 
day he helped to save an eagle from starving, who then took him up into the sky 
to find the plant of birth. This led to the birth of his son, Balih. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kish_(Sumer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumerian_king_list
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arwium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mashda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balih
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_mythology


 225

In the detailed form of the legend, there is a tree with the eagle's nest at the top, 
and a serpent at the base. Both the serpent and eagle have promised Utu (the 
sun god) to behave well toward one another, and they share food with their 
children. 
But one day, the eagle eats the serpent's children. The serpent comes back and 
cries. Utu tells the serpent to hide inside of the stomach of a dead bull. The eagle 
goes down to eat the bull. The serpent captures the eagle, and throws him into a 
pit to die of hunger and thirst. Utu sends a man, Etana, to help the eagle. Etana 
saves the eagle, but he also asks the bird to find the plant of birth, in order to 
become father of a son. The eagle takes Etana up to the heaven of the god Anu, 
but Etana becomes afraid in the air and he goes back to the ground. He makes 
another attempt, and finds the plant of birth, enabling him to have Balih. 
So far, three versions of different language have been found. The Old Babylonian 
version comes from Susa and Tell Harmal. The Middle Assyrian version comes 
from Assur. The Standard version is from Nineveh (Dalley 189). 

B. His wife Semiramus became the head of a cult which deified 
Nimrod after his death. 

One tradition[who?] suggests that Nimrod was killed by a wild animal. Another[who?] 
says that Shem killed him because he had led the people into the worship of 
Baal. Then tore his body to pieces and had them sent them out as a warning to 
others not to indulge in the false worship. Later his mother or wife, Shemiramis, 
collected them, put them together and claimed he was still alive, but had become 
a god, similar to the legend of Isis and Osiris 

C. Josephus wrote about him: 
 Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such an affront and contempt of 
God. He was the grandson of Ham, the son of Noah, a bold man, and of great 
strength of hand. He persuaded them not to ascribe it to God, as if it were 
through his means they were happy, but to believe that it was their own courage 
which procured that happiness. He also gradually changed the government into 
tyranny, seeing no other way of turning men from the fear of God, but to bring 
them into a constant dependence on his power… Now the multitude were very 
ready to follow the determination of Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of 
cowardice to submit to God; and they built a tower, neither sparing any pains, nor 
being in any degree negligent about the work: and, by reason of the multitude of 
hands employed in it, it grew very high, sooner than any one could expect; but 
the thickness of it was so great, and it was so strongly built, that thereby its great 
height seemed, upon the view, to be less than it really was. It was built of burnt 
brick, cemented together with mortar, made of bitumen, that it might not be liable 
to admit water. When God saw that they acted so madly, he did not resolve to 
destroy them utterly, since they were not grown wiser by the destruction of the 
former sinners; but he caused a tumult among them, by producing in them 
diverse languages, and causing that, through the multitude of those languages, 
they should not be able to understand one another. The place wherein they built 
the tower is now called Babylon, because of the confusion of that language which 
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they readily understood before; for the Hebrews mean by the word Babel, 
confusion… 

D. An early Arabic work also mentions him. 
 An early Arabic work known as Kitab al-Magall or the Book of Rolls (part 
of Clementine literature) states that Nimrod built the towns of Hadâniûn, Ellasar, 
Seleucia, Ctesiphon, Rûhîn, Atrapatene, Telalôn, and others, that he began his 
reign as king over earth when Reu was 163, and that he reigned for 69 years, 
building Nisibis, Raha (Edessa) and Harran when Peleg was 50. It further adds 
that Nimrod "saw in the sky a piece of black cloth and a crown; he called Sasan 
the weaver to his presence, and commanded him to make him a crown like it; 
and he set jewels in it and wore it. He was the first king who wore a crown. For 
this reason people who knew nothing about it, said that a crown came down to 
him from heaven." Later, the book describes how Nimrod established fire worship 
and idolatry, then receives instruction in divination for three years from Bouniter, 
the fourth son of Noah[2]. 
 E. The Jewish Midrash wrote about Nimrod. 
 F. He is believed by some to be the father of Freemasonry. 
 
4. According to ancient legends: 

A. Nimrod’s wife, Semiramis, gave birth to a son named Tammuz.  
(mentioned in Eze 8:14) 

B. Tammuz was to be a savior. 
C. Idols were made picturing the baby in his mother's arms and 

these idols exist in all civilizations. 
D. A priesthood oversaw the rites of the mother-son cult. 
E. Tammuz also became the husband of his mother Semaramus. 

 
5. From Sumer, the cult spread to many nations: 

A. Egypt.  Isis and Osiris 
B. Assyria.  Ashtaroth and Baal 
C. Babylon.  Ishtar and Bel 
D. Persia.  Anahita and Mithra 
E. Greece.  Artemis (Latin:  Diana) and Bacchus-Zeus 
F. India.  Isi and Iswara 
G. China.  Shing Moo (Holy Mother) and many others. 
 

6. Comments on the Sumerian King List: 
A. Included is a list of 8 Antediluvian kings, which is introduced 

with the preamble, “When kingship was lowered from heaven, 
kingship was first in Eridu.” 

B. Then the statement, “These are five cities (Eridu, Bad-Tibira, 
Larak, Sippar and Shuruppak), eight kings ruled them for 
241,200 years. ( ☺ )  Then the Flood swept over the earth. 

C. The Postdiluvian king list also has a preamble, “After the 
Flood had swept over the earth, and when kingship was 
lowered again from heaven, kingship was first in Kish.  Kish I 
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is said to have had 23 kings who ruled it for 24,510 years, 3 
months and 3½ days.  (☺) 

D. Conventional and Corrected Dates for the Sumerian Dynasties: 
Kish I, II  3111-2691   2170-2052 
Kish III  2691-2661  2052-2022 
Kish IV  2661-2550  2022-1911 
Ur I   2852-2674  2170-2035 
Ur II   2674-2558  2035-1919 
Ur III   2393-2284  1759-1650 
Uruk I   2978-2718  2170-2079 
Uruk II  2718-2628  2079-1989 
Uruk III  2628-2603  1989-1964 
Uruk IV  2435-2406  1794-1765 
Uruk V  2406-2400  1765-1759 
Agade  2616-2435  1975-1794 
Akshak  2745-2645  2105-2005 
Gutium  2501-2403  1863-1765 
Isin   2298-2072  1660-1434 
Larsa   2301-2038  1665-1400 
Lagash  2858-2628  2170-1989 
Babylon I  2170-1865  1570-1265 

 
E. An important synchronism is Rim-Sin of the Larsa Dynasty 

and Samsuiluna of Babylon I in 1400 B.C.  Rim-Sin was initially 
conquered by Hammurabi but left in power as a vassal.  After 
Hammurabi died, Rim-Sin revolted and was beaten which 
ended Sumer.  Hammurabi adopted a law code that was similar 
to the Mosaic Law, not vice-versa. 

 
Gen 10:13 = Four Lines of Mizraim. 
 
And Mizraim became (Qal PF YALADH = begat the line of) the father of (1) 
Ludim (all of these are in the plural so it means “the people called Ludim…”  
etc. and may or may not be a father-son relationship.) and (2) Anamim and 
(3) Lehabim and (4) Naphtuhim  
 
10:13 L.T. = And Mizraim became the father of Ludim and Anamim and 
Lehabim and Naphtuhim  
 
Gen 10:14 = Three More Lines of Mizraim. 
 
and (5) Pathrusim and (6) Casluhim (from which came the Philistines) and (7) 
Caphtorim.  
 
10:14 L.T. = and Pathrusim and Casluhim (from which came the Philistines) 
and Caphtorim.  
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Summary: 
1. Mizraim, the first king of Egypt, who would become a “god” to them 

begat several lines who would also worship a plurality of gods. 
 
2. Ludim were archers in the Egyptian army.  Jer 46:9; Eze 27:10 
 
3. The Anamim were an obscure African tribe. 
 
4. The Lehabim were a Libyan group. 
 
5. The Naphtubim lived near the delta region of Egypt. 
 
6. The Pathrusim lived in upper Egypt close to Ethiopia. 
 
7. The Casluhim, according to Herodatus, were very different from 

those around them.  They arrived as soldiers at the east end of the 
Black Sea.  Hamites in the territory of Japheth who were very rich.  
They became the Philistines. 

 
8. The Caphtorim were founders of the Minoan civilization who existed 

in the time of Abraham.  They intermixed with the Casluhim to the 
point that they too were viewed as Philistines.  Amos 9:7 

 
9.    From the Flood to Abram. 

A.   From the Flood to the First Dynasty of Egypt was about 131 
years or about 2171 B.C.  Dynasty I ruled from Thinis. 

B.   During this time the Tower of Babel occurred and the peoples 
were dispersed throughout the earth. 

C.   The first king of the First Dynasty of Egypt was Menes, also 
called Mizraim who was the grandson of Noah, the son of Ham.  
Gen 10:6 

D.   In the "days of Peleg" the land bridges disappeared which 
gives us dates between 2201 and 1962 B.C. 

E.   Dynasty II of Egypt began about 1934 B.C. also ruling Thinis. 
F.   About 2070 B.C., Dynasty III of Egypt began its rule from 

Memphis and was followed by Dynasty IV. 
 
10. The Dynasties Of Egypt: 
 

Dynasty   Location   B.C. Dates 
 
I    Thinis    2171-1934 
II    Thinis    1934-1642 
 
III,IV    Memphis   2070-1860 



 229

VI,VII,VIII   Memphis   1640-1440 
XV,XVI   Memphis   1440-1025 
 
V    Elephantine   1860-1650 
IX,X    Elephantine    1420-1050 
 
XII    Delta    1690-1480 
XIV    Delta    1400-1250 
 
XIII    Thebes   1690-1445 
XVIII    Thebes   1050-790 

 
11. Patriarchs of the line of Shem: 

Noah    2902-1952 
Shem    2402-1802 
Arpachshad   2300-1860 
Shelah   2265-1832 
Eber    2235-1771 
Peleg    2201-1962 
Reu    2171-1932 
Serug    2139-1909 
Nahor    2109-1961 
Terah    2080-1875 
Abram   1950-1775 

 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   D. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
 
Gen 10:15 = Two Sons of Canaan. 
 
And Canaan became (Qal PF YALADH = in Qal refers to the image rather 
than the genetics; Canaan’s offspring were like him) the father of (1) Sidon, 
his first-born (BeCOR = first born; indicates that this was a literal father-son 
relationship too), and (2) Heth  
 
10:15 L.T. = And Canaan became the father of Sidon, his first-born, and 
Heth  
 
Summary: 
1. Canaan had literal children who were just like dear old dad. 
 
2. Sidon was the ancestor of the Phoenicians, aka Sidonians.  They 

were thought to have invented the alphabet in contrast to the 
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pictograms that had been previously used.  They settled between the 
Mountains of Lebanon and the highlands of Galilee.  They were the 
greatest sailors of the ancient world and were very wealthy.  As 
Canaanites they fell under the curse of 9:26-27 and eventually fell to 
Alexander the Great. 

 
3. Heth was the patriarch of the Hittites.  They came to be greatly feared 

as fierce warriors.  Uriah the Hittite of the mighty men of David 
shows that they could be saved.  No “scholarly” evidence of them 
existed until the early 1900’s.  The liberal scholars used this to claim 
errors in the Bible.  Then 10,000 clay tablets were discovered in 
Boghazkeui, which was an ancient Hittite capital.  They not only 
existed but had a sizeable empire. 

 
Gen 10:16 = Three More Sons of Canaan. 
 
and the (3) Jebusite and the (4) Amorite and the (5) Girgashite  
 
10:16 L.T. = and the Jebusite and the Amorite and the Girgashite  
 
Summary: 
1. Jebus was the original name of Jerusalem (Josh 15:36; Jdg 19:10-

11).  Their king was slain by Joshua and their territory assigned to 
Benjamin.  They never lost their citadel until David’s time.  Solomon, 
of the line of Shem, made them slaves. 

 
2. Amorite became the general name for the inhabitants of Canaan.  

They formed an alliance with Abram but as a rule were degenerate 
(Gen 15:16).  They destroyed the Ur III Dynasty to make way for the 
Babylon I Dynasty. 

 
3. The Girgashites were located in northern Canaan around Ugarit. 
 
Gen 10:17 = Three More Sons of Canaan. 
 
and the (6) Hivite and the (7) Arkite and the (8) Sinite  
 
10:17 L.T. = and the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite  
 
Summary: 
1. The Hivites lived in Lebanon. 
 
2. The Arkites lived about 80 miles north of Sidon.  The Amarna Tablets 

calls them the Irkata. 
 
3. The Sinites were located in northern Phoenicia on the coast. 
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Gen 10:18 = Three More Sons of Canaan. 
 
and the (9) Arvadite and the (10) Zemarite and the (11) Hamathite; and afterward 
the families of the Canaanite were spread abroad (Niph PF PHUTZ = were 
dispersed, as the prophecies were fulfilled the survivors scattered).  
 
10:18 L.T. = and the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite; and 
afterward the families of the Canaanite were spread abroad.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Arvadites lived about 105 miles north of Sidon. 
 
2. The Zemarites refers to the people of the fortress city of Simura, 6 

miles south of Arvad. 
 
3. The Hamathites settled on the Orontes River, now called Hama. 
 
Gen 10:19 = The Land of Canaan. 
 
And the territory of the Canaanite extended from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, 
as far as Gaza; as you go toward Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and 
Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.  
 
10:19 L.T. = And the territory of the Canaanite extended from Sidon as you 
go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; as you go toward Sodom and Gomorrah 
and Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.  
 
Summary: 
1. This is the extent of the Canaanite occupation before the Conquest. 
 
2. The territory promised to Abraham was more extensive than this.  

Gen 15:18; Josh 1:3-4 
 
Gen 10:20 = In Summary. 
 
These are the sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their 
languages, by their lands, by their nations.  
 
10:20 L.T. = These are the sons of Ham, according to their families, 
according to their languages, by their lands, by their nations.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Canaanites were scattered from Babel, settled down and then 

were scattered more before the Conquest under Joshua. 
 (When Moses wrote this the Conquest was still future.) 
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2. Moses was instructed to drive them out of the land promised to 

Abraham.  Deut 7:1-8 
When the Lord your God brings you into the land where you are entering to 
possess it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the 
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, 2 and 
when the Lord your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you 
shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no 
favor to them. 3 "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your 
sons. 4 "For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; 
then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy 
you. 5 "But thus you shall do to them: you shall tear down their altars, and smash 
their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn their graven images 
with fire. 6 "For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God 
has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who 
are on the face of the earth. 7 "The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose 
you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the 
fewest of all peoples, 8 but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which 
He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt.  
 
3. They would be an ongoing test for Israel.  Judg 3:1-8 
 Now these are the nations which the Lord left, to test Israel by them (that is, all 
who had not experienced any of the wars of Canaan; 2 only in order that the 
generations of the sons of Israel might be taught war, those who had not 
experienced it formerly). 3 These nations are: the five lords of the Philistines and 
all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived in Mount 
Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 4 They were for 
testing Israel, to find out if they would obey the commandments of the Lord, 
which He had commanded their fathers through Moses. 5  The sons of Israel 
lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites; 6 and they took their daughters for themselves as wives, and 
gave their own daughters to their sons, and served their gods. 7 The sons of 
Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgot the Lord their God and 
served the Baals and the Asheroth. 8 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Israel, so that He sold them into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim king of 
Mesopotamia; and the sons of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years.  
 
Principle:  God often plans generational tests for groups of His people. 
 
4. Some Canaanites rose above the degeneracy of their culture. 
 A. Mamre the Amorite.  Gen 14:13 
 B. Ephron the Hittite.  Gen 23:10 
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 C. Ahimelech the Hittite.  1 Sam 26:6 
 D. Hiram, king of Tyre.  2 Sam 5:11 
 E. Uriah the Hittite.  2 Sam 11:3ff 
 F. Araunah the Jebusite.  2 Sam 24:18ff 
 G. The woman who cried to Jesus.  Matt 15:21-28 
Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 
And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, 
"Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-
possessed." 23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and 
implored Him, saying, "Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us." 24 
But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel." 25 But she came and began  to bow down before Him, saying, "Lord, 
help me!" 26 And He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's 
bread and throw it to the dogs." 27 But she said, "Yes, Lord; but even the dogs 
feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters' table." 28 Then Jesus said to 
her, "O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish." And her 
daughter was healed at once.  
 
Principle:  Through the Lord it is possible to rise above family traits. 
 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   D. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   E. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
 

Noah    2902-1952 
Shem    2402-1802 
Arpachshad   2300-1860 
Shelah   2265-1832 
Eber    2235-1771 
Peleg    2201-1962 
Reu    2171-1932 
Serug    2139-1909 
Nahor    2109-1961 
Terah    2080-1875 
Abram   1950-1775 

 
Gen 10:21 = Shem’s Line. 
 
And also to Shem (his name means “name”), the father of all the children of 
Eber (his name means “the one who crosses over” and is from where the 
name “Hebrew” comes from), and the older brother of Japheth, children were 
born (Pual PF YALADH = Shem was not the literal father of Eber, but was 
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the founder of the line of Messiah which would pass through Eber.  
Intensive stem means there were a lot of them).   
 
10:21 L.T. = And also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, and the 
older brother of Japheth, children were born.  
 
Summary: 
1. The line of the Hebrews came through Shem. 
 
2. Noah’s sons in order of their birth were Shem, Japheth and Ham. 
 
Gen 10:22 = Five Sons of Shem. 
 
The sons of Shem were Elam and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram.  
 
10:22 L.T. = The sons of Shem were Elam and Asshur and Arpachshad and 
Lud and Aram.  
 
Summary: 
1. Four of Shem’s five listed sons became the ancestors of great 

nations. 
A. The Elamites or Elymaeans stretched from the Persian Gulf to 

the Caspian Sea.  They are first met as Persians who speak a 
non-Semitic language. 

B. Asshur is the Assyrians who settled in the area between the 
Tigris and Euphrates and later spread to Asia Minor.  Their 
empire reached its peak in the 8th-7th centuries B.C.  Destroyed 
the Northern Kingdom known as Israel in 705 B.C. 

C. Arpachshad lived in northern Assyria and his name means 
“origin of the Chaldeans.”  He was evidently a Believer who 
received the rights of the first born (cf 11:12).  They occupied a 
desert between northern Arabia and the Persian Gulf.  They 
finally settled in the area called “Ur of the Chaldees” from 
which Abraham came. 

D. Lud was the ancestor of the Lydians, also known as Anatolia, 
which is modern day Turkey. 

E. Aram was the ancestor of the Aramaens who were called 
“Syrians” by the King James Translation.  Their language 
became the international tongue for trade and diplomacy.  
Their original location was north of Elam and east of Assyria.  
They were the most widely scattered descendents of Shem 
and never formed a single political unit.  They were to the land 
trade what the Phoenicians were to the sea.  Their great trade 
center in upper Mesopotamia was Haran and in Palestine it 
was Damascus. 
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2. This genealogy has a vertical as well as a horizontal expansion.  
Neither Ham’s nor Japheth’s goes past the third generation. 

 
3. The term “Semitic” is very broad, meaning “of the line of Shem.”  

Anti-Israel would be more accurate. 
 
Gen 10:23 = Four Sons of Aram. 
 
And the sons of Aram were Uz and Hul and Gether and Mash.  
 
10:23 L.T. = And the sons of Aram were Uz and Hul and Gether and Mash.  
 
Summary: 
1. Uz was located in the Syrian desert between Damascus and Edom.  It 

was the home of Job.  Job 1:1 
 
2. Hul settled between Galilee and the area assigned to the tribe of Dan. 
 
3. Gether settled between Antioch and Carchemish. 
 
4. Mash settled in a desert called Mat in Arabia. 
 
Gen 10:24 = The Sons of Arpachshad and Shelah. 
 
And Arpachshad became the father of Shelah; and Shelah became the father of 
Eber.  
 
10:24 L.T. = And Arpachshad became the father of Shelah; and Shelah 
became the father of Eber.  
 
Summary: 
1. The LXX says that Kainan aka Kenan aka Cainan was the son of 

Arpachshad and the father of Shelah.  His name is picked up in Luke 
3:36 which some use this to try to prove that the genealogies are not 
literal (Geisler). 

(Note:  There are some textual questions but not enough to say his name 
shouldn’t be there.  To understand Luke 3:23-38 one must begin with the use of 
the word HUIOS meaning “son” in 3:23.  Jesus was not the literal “son” of Joseph 
but was treated like a son and under Joseph’s authority and care.  The word 
“son” is not repeated again in the paragraph but implied, thus it is not trying to 
clearly state a necessarily literal genealogy but the list of “fathers” from Adam to 
Jesus.  Many are clearly biological fathers, but the way the list is put together 
does not require it.) 
 
2. The genealogy of 1 Chronicles 1 does not include Kainan. 
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3. Arpachshad begat Shelah when he was 35 years old.  This is a 
scriptural declaration that must be accepted.  Gen 11:12-13 

Arpachshad lived thirty-five years, and became the father of Shelah; 13 and 
Arpachshad lived four hundred and three years after he became the father of 
Shelah, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
4. Kainan could very well have been a son of Arpachshad who died 

before he fathered a child.   
Jewish Encyclopedia.com = Son of Arphaxad and father of Salah; mentioned 
only in Gen. xi. 13 (LXX.), Book of Jubilees, viii. 1-4, and Luke iii. 36; omitted in 
all other versions of Gen. xi. 13, Salah being given as the son of Arphaxad. 
According to the Book of Jubilees (l.c.), Kainan, taught the art of writing by his 
father, found carved on the rocks by former generations an inscription preserving 
the science of astrology as taught by the rebel angels, the Watchers, who 
descended from heaven in the days of Jered (pre-Flood father of Enoch) and 
led mankind away from God. Similarly, Josephus ("Ant." i. 2, § 3) speaks of 
pillars of brick and stone upon which the children of Seth had inscribed their 
astrological knowledge for future generations. The "Sefer ha-Yashar" describes 
Kainan, the possessor of great astrological wisdom, which had been inscribed on 
tables of stone, as the son of Seth and not of Arphaxad. 
 
5. In which case, Arpachshad may have fathered a child for him like 

Judah did for one of his sons and under a principle written down by 
Moses.  Deut 25:5-6 

When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the 
deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man. Her 
husband's brother shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform 
the duty of a husband's brother to her. 6 "It shall be that the firstborn whom she 
bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, so that his name will not be 
blotted out from Israel.  
 
6. In any event, the child was born in Arpachshad’s 35th year which is 

the critical information in a biblical timeline. 
 
Gen 10:25 = The Two Sons of Eber. 
 
And two sons were born (Pual PF YALADH = indicates a difficult birth) to 
Eber; the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided (Niph 
PF PALAGH = 4x; 1 Chr 1:19 is parallel to this verse; Job 38:25 it is used to 
describe a division made so water could flow; Psa 55:9 it is use to “divide” 
the tongue; there is evidence that both the dissolution of the land bridges 
and the dividing of tongues happened here); and his brother's name was 
Joktan (Arabians call him Kachtan).  
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10:25 L.T. = And two sons were born to Eber; the name of the one was 
Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and his brother's name was 
Joktan.  
 
Summary: 
1. “The Hebrew,” “Eber” had two primary children, along with other 

sons and daughters.  Cf 11:17 
 
2. During Peleg’s 239 years, the earth was divided by language and 

water. 
 A. Language.  Psa 55:9 
Confuse, O Lord, divide their tongues, For I have seen violence and strife in the 
city.  
 B. Water.  Job 38:25 
Who has cleft a channel (conduit, trench; used for something that is usually 
done by man) for the flood,  
 
3. Joktan is known as Kachtan by the Arabians and is considered the 

father of all the primitive tribes of Arabia.  (Keil and Delitsch 
Commentary) 

 
Gen 10:26 = The First Four Sons of Joktan. 
 
And Joktan became the father of (Qal PF YALADH = beget in his image or 
beget the line of) Almodad and Sheleph and Hazarmaveth and Jerah  
 
10:26 L.T. = And Joktan became the father of Almodad and Sheleph and 
Hazarmaveth and Jerah  
 
Summary: 
1. Almodad means “The Agitator.” His descendants are known to early 

Arab historians as the Almorad tribe - although their precise area of 
settlement cannot now be determined.  

 
2. Sheleph is a southern Arabian tribe who were known to the pre-

Islamic Arabs as the Salif. They were a Yemeni tribe whose capital, 
Sulaf lay some 60 miles due north of present-day Sana. 

 
3. Hazarmaveth’s descendants populated the 200 mile long valley that 

runs parallel to the southern coast of Arabia. It is known to this day 
as the Hadramaut (a direct transposition into Arabic of the name 
Hazarmaveth). In pre-Islamic inscriptions, the name is variously 
rendered hdrmt and hdrmmwt. Strabo tells us that the tribe of 
Hazamaveth was one of the four main tribes of Arabs in his day. The 
name means 'town of death' (Hadramaut means the same thing in 
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Arabic), the history of which if known, could doubtless render a 
fascinating account. 

 
4. Jerah’s descendants migrated into the southern regions of Arabia. 

Indeed, the Arab city that bore Jerah's name, and which was 
rendered by Ptolemy as Jerakon Kome, lay on the Mahra coast close 
to the Hadramaut.  They were moon worshippers. 

 
Gen 10:27 = The Next Three. 
 
and Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah  
 
10:27 L.T. = and Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah  
 
Summary: 
1. Hadoram is a southern Arabian tribe which is unattested to in known 

secular records.  

2. Uzal is rendered by Arab historians as Azal.  This is the ancient pre-
Islamic name of the city of San'a, the modern capital of the Yemen. 
Uzal's descendants are still thriving in the area. The Assyrians knew 
the tribe of Uzal as the Azalla.  

3. Diklah was rendered by the Akkadians rendered it as Diklath, and the 
Assyrians knew it as Idiklat. All transpose into Greek as Tigris. This 
may prove to be an important clue as to the area in which this people 
settled, that is to the north of the Persian Gulf or at least in the north-
east extremity of the Arabian peninsula.  

Gen 10:28 = Three More. 

and Obal and Abimael and Sheba  
 
10:28 L.T. = and Obal and Abimael and Sheba  
 
Summary: 
1. Obal was a southern Arabian tribe whose name was rendered by 

Arab historians as Ebal. Ancient inscriptions from Yemen render it 
as Abil, which is elsewhere given as Ubil. According to the sources 
the location of this tribe's place of settlement lies between the 
ancient Yemeni cities of Hadeida and San's.  

 
2.  Abimael’s descendants lived in southern Arabia, where their 

existence is known through ancient Sabean inscriptions.  
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3. Sheba had their capital at Mariaba aka Saba in southwest Arabia.  
These were a people of great wealth, trading in gold, frankincense, 
precious stones and perfunes. 

Gen 10:29 = And Three Makes Thirteen. 
 
and Ophir and Havilah and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan.  
 
10:29 L.T. = and Ophir and Havilah and Jobab; all these were the sons of 
Joktan.  
 
Summary: 
1. Ophir’s existence is noted in the pre-Islamic Arabian inscriptions.  

Their area of settlement is given by them as lying between Saba and 
Yemen, and Hawlan (or Havilah, see 72). Then name seems to have 
been preserved in the coastal town of Ma'afir in south-west Arabia.  

2. Havilah is distinct from the Hamitic tribe of the eastern regions of the 
Arabian peninsula.  This Semitic tribe occupied areas on the 
opposite side of the peninsula. In Strabo's day, they were still 
occupying areas of northern Arabia, their name being recorded by 
him as the Khaulotaei. Josephus knew them as the Euilat. The 
Arabian cosmographer, Yakut, informs us that their dialect, Hawil, 
was spoken by 'the descendants of Midian, the son of Abraham,' (see 
87). This Semitic tribe of Havilah also occupied the southernmost tip 
of Arabia, crossing the Bab-el-Mandeb to the African coast. Here 
both Ptolemy and Pliny refer to their city of Aualis on the Red Sea 
coast of Africa, which lay next to the modern state of Djibouti. This 
same city (Aualis) is today known as Zeila (see Map 2).  

3. Jobab’s descendants were known to the Akkadians as the Labibi. 
They settled in the town that bore their founder's name, Juhaibab, 
which, according to Sabean inscriptions, lay close to what is now 
Mecca (see Map 2).  

4. There are thirteen sons of Joktan listed, whose names are still 
retained in places and districts of Arabia at the south end of the Red 
Sea on both banks, while others are not yet discovered, or are 
entirely extinct.  (Keil and Delitsch) 

 
Gen 10:30 = Joktan’s Territory. 
 
Now their (Joktanites) settlement (MOSHABH = 1st of 44x; looks at the place 
of habitation, settlement) extended from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the 
hill country (HAR = a mountain, referring to Sephar) of the east.  
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10:30 L.T. = Now their settlement extended from Mesha as you go toward 
Sephar, a mountain of the east.  
 
Gen 10:31 = In Summary. 
 
These are the sons of Shem, according to their families, according to their 
languages, by their lands, according to their nations.  
 
10:31 L.T. = These are the sons of Shem, according to their families, 
according to their languages, by their lands, according to their nations.  
 
Summary: 
1. This chapter gives us the basic racial, linguistic and political 

divisions of every nation on the earth. 
 
2. Ancient Jewish tradition holds to 70 nations, from which came every 

nation on the earth, although this number is not specified in 
scripture and is subject to how one counts the names. 

 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   D. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   E. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
   F. The True History.  10:32 
 
Gen 10:32 = In Summary. 
 
These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, by 
their nations; and out of these the nations were separated on the earth after the 
flood.  
 
10:32 L.T. = These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their 
genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the nations were separated 
on the earth after the flood.  
 
Summary: 
1. Nationalism comes from God and is for man’s protection. 
 
2. The contrast between Peleg and Joktan is significant in that two 

great lines of humanity diverge from the midst of the sons of Shem.  
There are those who seek to make a SHEM for themselves (11:4) and 
those for whom God will make a SHEM for with the call of Abraham. 
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Genesis 11 

 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   D. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   E. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
   F. The True History.  10:32 
   G. The Tower of Babel.  11:1-9 
   H. Chronology of the Sons of Shem.  11:10-25 
   I. The Sons of Terah.  11:26-32 
 
Noah    2902-1952 
Shem    2402-1802 
The Flood   2302 
Arpachshad   2300-1860 
Shelah   2265-1832 
Eber    2235-1771 
Peleg    2201-1962 
Reu    2171-1932 
Serug    2139-1909 
Nahor    2109-1961 
Terah    2080-1875 
Abram   1950-1775 
 
Gen 11:1 = The Setting. 
 
Now the whole earth used the same language (SAPHAH = 1st of 175x; means 
lips, speech, edge; compare to LASHON which means “tongue” both are 
important to forming words.  This word is used more of a boundary 
indicating that speech has boundaries) and the same words (DABHAR = in 
plural; words have to have meaning or they are useless; same vocabulary).  
 
L.T. = Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words.  
 
Summary: 
1. Adam was created with a complete vocabulary.  2:19,20 
 
2. This is the language of the Antediluvians that many scholars believe 

was some form of ancient Sanskrit. 
Wickipedia:  Sanskrit was the classical language of India and today is considered 
the primary bridge between Hebrew and other Semitic languages, and the Greek 
and Latin of Western civilization. Jones further included the Gothic, Celtic and 
Persian (Farsi) languages in what is now known as the Indo-European family of 

http://creationwiki.org/index.php?title=Sanskrit&action=edit&redlink=1
http://creationwiki.org/India
http://creationwiki.org/Hebrew
http://creationwiki.org/Greek
http://creationwiki.org/Latin
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languages.[2] But the similarities are not confined to this family. G. Ch. Aalders 
stated that the ancient languages of Assyria and Egypt had much in common 
with those of the Maya and Inca peoples of the Americas. Harold Stigers 
observed in 1976 that language scholars were rapidly concluding that all 
languages had a common root. Even secular scholars must now admit as much, 
whether they accept the story of the Tower of Babel or not.[2] Furthermore, the 
sons of Noah each had a large number of sons: four, five, and seven, for a total 
of sixteen families in a generation that began directly after the Flood. One 
hundred six years allows time for five generations, and if each family produced 
eight more families, the population could reach at least 65,000 in a hundred 
years, more than enough to attempt to build a single city and even a ziggurat.  
 
Gen 11:2 = The Migration from the Ark. 
 
And it came about as they journeyed east (Qal Inf NAsA’ = 1st of 146x; to lift up 
as one does tent pegs, thus marked the beginning of a journey), that they 
found a plain (BIQ’A’ = 1st of 20x; a plain or valley) in the land of Shinar 
(ancient Sumer) and settled there (Qal IPF YASHABH = to dwell with the idea 
of permanence; it was the supposed end of their nomadic existence).  
 
L.T. = And it came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in 
the land of Shinar and settled there.  
 
Summary: 
1. The land of Shinar is Babylon.  Dan 1:2 
The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the 
vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the 
house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god. 
 
2. The initial migration was from Ararat, southeast into Sumer (present 

day Iran), located between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 
 
3. The area has been referred to as “The Fertile Crescent” and even 

liberal scholars view this area as the “cradle of civilization.” 
 
4. Their decision was to end their nomadic existence. 
 
5. This is where Nimrod became their leader. Cf 10:10 
 
Gen 11:3 = The Building Project. 
 
And they said to one another (Lit: each man said to his associate; this was a 
community vision and project), "Come (Qal IMP YAHABH = 33x; only in Qal 
Imp.  An urgent request that can mean “come on” or “give” as when Jacob 
asked Laban for Rachel after serving him for seven years), let us make 
bricks (Qal IPF LABHAN = 1st of 8x; word that basically means to make 

http://creationwiki.org/Tower_of_Babel#cite_note-Jackson-1
http://creationwiki.org/Assyria
http://creationwiki.org/Egypt
http://creationwiki.org/index.php?title=Maya&action=edit&redlink=1
http://creationwiki.org/index.php?title=Inca&action=edit&redlink=1
http://creationwiki.org/Tower_of_Babel#cite_note-Jackson-1
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white; Isa 1:18 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the Lord, 
"Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; when 
referring to making brick it recognizes the white clay of the area that was 
available) and burn them thoroughly (Qal IPF as Jussive SARAPH = 1st of 
117x; to burn)." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar (CHEMAR = 
bitumen, that which boils up from the subterranean fountains like oil or hot 
pitch.  It still does in the vicinity of Babylon, asphalt) for mortar.  
 
L.T. = And each man said to his associate, "Come, let us make bricks and 
burn them thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for 
mortar.  
 
Summary: 
1. There is urgency in their decision. 
(word means fear, receiving payment for debt owed, most often a fear-led 
decision) 
Since there are 70 nations mentioned in Genesis 10 as resulting from the 
"division" at Babel, it is reasonable to infer that there were 70 families at Babel, 
representing probably the generation of Noah's grandsons and great-grandsons. 
Seventy families containing 800 or 1,000 individuals altogether seem to fit the 
situation described at Babel very adequately.  The approximate date of its 
building is given by James Ussher, who in The Annals of the World cites 
Manetho's Book of Sothis, as translated by Georgius Syncellus, as stating that 
the Babel Incident took place five years following the birth year of Peleg.[1] 
 
2. They are moving from tents to buildings, seeking to make permanent 

structures.  (going to make their stand?) 
 
3. They are going to bake bricks rather than sun-dry them, which will 

make them strong and when covered with tar, waterproof. 
 
4. Using baked bricks instead of sundried ones indicates intelligence 

beyond the so called, “stone age.”  (some of the chronological data 
used by evolutionists to “extend” the ages includes dating layers of “mud 
brick buildings” at 1500 years each.  Some of them actually believe it.) 

 
5. Using baked bricks instead of stone illustrates man’s tribute to his 

own ingenuity and his efforts to save himself.  (nowhere does it say it 
is good to have your “feet on the bricks” but it does say to have them on 
“The Rock.”) 

 
Gen 11:4 = Self-Protection. 
 
And they said, "Come (urgency word again), let us build for ourselves a city, 
and a tower (MIGDOL = 1st of 50x; used to refer to a guard tower for military 
purposes as well as to watch over sheep) whose top will reach into heaven 

http://creationwiki.org/James_Ussher
http://creationwiki.org/The_Annals_of_the_World
http://creationwiki.org/Peleg
http://creationwiki.org/Tower_of_Babel#cite_note-Ussher-0
http://creationwiki.org/Tower_of_Babel#cite_note-Ussher-0
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(lit: and its head in the heavens), and let us make for ourselves (Qal IPF 
‘ASAH = to manufacture out of something) a name (SHEM = not a quest for 
significance because they were the only people on the earth, so it must be 
referring to “a name” like “The Name”); lest (PHEN = conjunction; it is used 
to denote something prohibited which we fear and wish removed) we be 
scattered abroad (Qal IPF PHUTZ = 2nd cf 10:18) over the face of the whole 
earth."  
 
L.T. = And they said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower 
and its head in the heavens, and let us make for ourselves a name; lest we 
be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." 
 
Summary: 
1. This verse reveals the collective thought of the group which allows 

for small groups of individuals to not subscribe to the viewpoint. 
 
2. Many towers were built throughout the ancient world, called 

ziggurats. 
 A. They were supposed to get them closer to their god. 

B. They were built in stages and had the zodiac painted on their 
ceilings. 

C. The Temple of Marduk is the most famous and was probably 
the original.  It was about 300’x300’x300’. 

D. The Temple of Marduk is also known as Esagila meaning “the 
temple that raises its head.” 

 
3. The evidence indicates that the “mob” must have decided they 

needed a place to escape the next flood. 
 
4. They were in outright rebellion against the command to “fill the 

earth,” seeking to not be scattered.  Gen 9:1 
 
5. They were enslaved by a fear of another flood and the arrogance of 

thinking they could save themselves. 
 
6. They were seeking to make a god for themselves (a name). 
 
7. The effort to build a tower to deliver oneself represents the effort 

humans expend to try to save themselves. 
 
8. The spiritually mature individuals lost their influence to the more 

youthful, charismatic types.  (Noah, Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, Eber 
were still alive, but lost their influence to Nimrod.  They were the old 
fogeys, hanging on to an old God and their old ways.  The Zodiac was 
getting a new interpretation.  Could have been led by the Kainan that is 
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omitted here but included in the LXX.  Same signs, new meaning.  Sounds 
like the beginnings of Postmodernism.) 

 
9. The sin is found in the attitude, not the action. (Not a sin to build a city.  

God does it.) 
 
10. This is the foundation of the first United Nations. 
 
Gen 11:5 = The Lord’s Observation. 
 
And the Lord (Yahweh) came down (Qal IPF YARADH = 1st of 379x; to come 
down, descend; indicates a Theophany, probably much like the visitor to 
Abraham en route to Sodom and Gomorrah) to see the city and the tower 
which the sons of men (the man) had built.  
 
L.T. = And Yahweh came down to see the city and the tower which the sons 
of the man had built. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is a result of our fallen nature in Adam. 
 
2. They completed the Tower but not the city.  V8 
 
3. They had violated His Sovereign Will and were about to witness His 

Overruling Will. 
 
4. Since they had “their head in the heavens,” a heavenly visitor chose 

to visit them.  (He already knew what was going on) 
 
5. The Lord has granted mankind the freedom to pursue a course of 

action contrary to His Will. 
 
Gen 11:6 = The Approaching Problem. 
 
And the Lord said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same 
language. And (‘ATAH – adv. And now) this is what they began to do (‘ASAH = 
manufacture; said of the NAME, not the city as it was to be BANAH; 
seeking to manufacture their own deliverance), and now nothing which they 
purpose to do (Qal IPF ZAMAM = 1st of 13x; to lie in wait, plot, indicates a 
conspiracy where one has brought false charges or is a false witness) will 
be impossible (LO + Niph IPF BATZAR = 1st of 37x; to cut off in the sense of 
gathering grapes; or to fence in or wall off; off limits; not “impossible” as 
that is an indicator of power, the word is an indicator of freedom) for them.  
 



 246

L.T. = And Yahweh said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the 
same language. And now this is what they began to do, and now nothing 
which they conspire to do will be off limits for them.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord’s observations are recorded for all history. 
 
2. His permissive will has declared that nothing they conspire to do will 

be off limits for them. (“ethnic cleansing,” cloning, space travel, 
weapons) 

 
3. Just because we have the freedom to do something doesn’t mean it 

is always a good idea.  (Nor does it necessarily mean it is a bad idea.  
Automobiles, airplanes.  We have the freedom to sin but it is not a good 
idea.  We have the freedom to jump off a cliff, but…?) 

 
4. This is a statement of divine operating policy, meaning that mankind 

is given permission to take technology, human good and evil to new 
levels.  (Part of the Angelic Conflict.  Technology seen in “burnt bricks.”) 

 
Gen 11:7 = The Solution. 
 
Come (Qal Imp 2ms YAHABH = 3rd use; urgency; addresses one person), let 
Us go down (Qal IPF 1cp YARADH = let US, grammatical evidence of the 
Trinity) and there confuse (Qal IPF BALAL = 1st of 43x; means to mix or 
mingle together by the addition of ingredients) their language (SAPHAH = lip 
cf 11:1), that they may not understand one another's speech."  
 
L.T. = Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they 
may not understand one another's speech."  
 
Summary: 
1. The Overruling Will of the Godhead decided to delete the existing 

language from their memory centers and install new ones. 
 (Kind of like removing one Rosetta Stone program and installing another.) 
 
2. God uses His Overruling Will not just to influence but to protect. 
 
3. He is displaying grace to the rebellious and at the same time keeping 

His word about not bringing another Flood. 
 
4. God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor 14:33), so the “confusion” 

of the universal language is a judgment on their confusion of soul. 
 
5. The individual languages were not confused as people could 

communicate with people of their own family. 
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Gen 11:8 = The Judgment 
 
So the Lord scattered (Hiph IPF PHUTZ = to disperse, scatter, Hiph is 
causative, a secondary cause) them (the “them” is the entire population of 
the world, located at one place) abroad from there over the face of the whole 
earth; and they (the bulk of the population) stopped (Qal IPF + w.c. CHADHAL 
= to forsake, leave, cease) building the city.  
 
L.T. = So Yahweh scattered them abroad from there over the face of the 
whole earth; and they stopped building the city.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord struck the arrogance with a physical problem. 
(One of the key ways He gets peoples’ attention.  Earthquakes, tornadoes, 
floods, droughts, economic disaster.) 
 
2. Their different languages would cause them to congregate into 

groups where they could communicate. 
 
3. God, who does things “honorably and according to an organized 

structure” (1 Cor 14:40), chose to connect the language and the 
genetics of families together. 

 
4. The very thing they had feared (dispersion) had come upon them. V4 
 
5. The city building was no longer a “worldwide” effort, but was left to 

be finished by Nimrod and his family.  Cf 10:10 
 
Gen 11:9 = The Name of the City. 
 
Therefore (‘AL KEM = concerning thus) its name was called Babel, because 
there (SHAM = there, used to refer to a specific place, not an allegory) the 
Lord confused (Qal PF BALAL = confused, mixed) the language (lip) of the 
whole earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of the 
whole earth.  
 
L.T.= Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord 
confused the language of the whole earth; and from there the Lord 
scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth.  
 
Summary: 
1. The Hebrew name for the city, meaning “confusion,” reveals its 

apostasy. 
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2. Babel means “gate of God” in Sumerian and also “place of the seat 
of life.” 

 
3. The dominant feature of this city was the Ziggurat named 

Etemenanki, which means “House of the foundation of Heaven and 
Earth.” 

 
4. Their main gods were Marduk and Nabu. 
 
5. Later the city contained 180 shrines for Ishtar and more than 1800 

niches, pedestals or sacred places for other deities. 
 
6. Elements of Babylonianism. 

A. Human intellect turns against the God. (baked brick) 
B. Human wisdom devises a way to save self.  (tar and tower) 
C. Rebellion towards the God seeks to make a new god.  

(make a name, redefine The Name) 
D. Fear is used to promote Collectivism.  (Come) 
E. Collectivism is seen as salvation.  (not be scattered) 
F. It is actually mass confusion. (when redefinition of words 

become commonplace, the result is confusion) 
 
7. God sees this as evil, frustrates it and will one day judge it.   
(He gives it freedom to function, but that doesn’t mean He makes it easy) 
 
8. The Gifts of Languages and Interpretation were given to reach the 

dispersed of Israel who was to then reach the entire earth. 
 
9. The Gospel is for people of every tribe and nation and people and 

language. 
 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   D. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   E. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
   F. The True History.  10:32 
   G. The Tower of Babel.  11:1-9 
   H. Chronology of the Sons of Shem.  11:10-25 
   I. The Sons of Terah.  11:26-32 
 
 
 
 
 



Biblical longevity 

Name Age LXX 

Methuselah 969 969 

Jared 962 962 

Noah 950 950 

Adam 930 930 

Seth 912 912 

Kenan 910 910 

Enos 905 905 

Mahalalel 895 895 

Lamech 777 753 

Shem 600 600 

Eber 464 404 

Cainan — 460 

Arpachshad 438 465 

Salah 433 466 

Enoch 365 365 

Peleg 239 339 

Reu 239 339 

Serug 230 330 

Job 210? 210? 

Terah 205 205 

Isaac 180 180 

Abraham 175 175 

Nahor 148 304 

Jacob 147 147 

Esau 147? 147? 

Ishmael 137 137 

Levi 137 137 

Amram 137 137 

Kohath 133 133 

Laban 130+ 130+ 

Deborah 130+ 130+ 

Sarah 127 127 

Miriam 125+ 125+ 

Aaron 123 123 

Rebecca 120+ 120+ 

Moses 120 120 

Joseph 110 110 

Joshua 110 110 

 

Genesis 
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Name  Born  Age of 
parenthood 

Life 
span Died  Name 

means  Authority 

Shem  1 Tammuz  
1558 AM  100 yr  600 yr 21 June 1846 

BC  

renown, 
prosperit
y, name  

Genesis 
11:10-11 

Arpachshad 29 June 2346 
BC  35 yr  438 yr 15 July 1908  

BC  
healer, 
releaser  

Genesis 
11:12-13 

Salah  1 July 2311  
BC  30 yr  433 yr 14 July 1878  

BC  
mission, 
sending  

Genesis 
11:14-15 

Eber  29 June 2281 
BC  34 yr  464 yr 29 June 1817 

BC  

one that 
passes, 
anger  

Genesis 
11:16-17 

Peleg  14 July 2247 
BC  30 yr  239 yr 11 July 2008  

BC  division  Genesis 
11:18-19 

Reu  12 July 2217 
BC  32 yr  239 yr 10 July 1978  

BC  

his 
friend, 
his 
shepher
d  

Genesis 
11:20-21 

Serug  18 July 2185 
BC  30 yr  230 yr 26 June 1955 

BC  

branch, 
layer, 
twining  

Genesis 
11:22-23 

Nahor the 
Elder  

17 July 2155 
BC  29 yr  148 yr 30 June 2007 

BC  
hoarse, 
dry, hot  

Genesis 
11:24-25 

Terah  26 June 2126 
BC  70 yr  205 yr 18 September 

1922 BC  

breathe, 
scent, 
blow  

Genesis 
11:26-32 

 
http://creationwiki.org/House_of_Shem 
Dean Thomas Coombs has suggested a possible meaning of the names of the 
House of Shem, in their birth order. To do this, he takes an alternate meaning of 
the name of Arpachshad: stronghold of Babylon, or Babel as it was likely then 
known. The names would then make two whole sentences, thus:  
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“  The renown of the stronghold of Babylon shall extend like a plant past 
the region of division. A friend branches out, snorting with fury!  ” 

[4] Or literally, "with (heavy) breathing." The name Peleg does stand for "division," 
and the assumption, common to Ussher and others, is that the Tower of Babel 
Incident took place during his life. The names Reu and Serug ("shepherd" and 
"branch") both presage Jesus Christ, because both of these are alternate Names 
for Him. Finally, the book of Revelation is mostly a story of the rise (again) and 
fall of Babylon and the outpouring of the Wrath of God.  
 
Gen 11:10 = Shem’s Genealogy. 
 
These are the records of the generations of Shem (means “Name”). Shem was 
one hundred years old, and became the father (Hiph IPF YALADH = caused to 
beget) of Arpachshad two years after the flood (2300 B.C.);  
 
L.T. = These are the records of the generations of Shem. Shem was one 
hundred years old, and became the father of Arpachshad two years after 
the flood;  
 
Gen 11:11 = The Father of Arpachshad. (600 years; LXX 600) 
 
and Shem lived five hundred years after he became the father of Arpachshad, 
and he had other sons and daughters (at least 4 besides Arpachshad).  
 
L.T. = and Shem lived five hundred years after he became the father of 
Arpachshad, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
Summary: 
1. Shem was born 100 years before the Flood and lived to be 600, so he 

lived from 2402-1802 B.C. 
 
2. This chapter is not a simple rehash of the previous one but rather a 

definitive chronology of the patriarchs. 
 
Gen 11:12 = Arpachshad the Father of Shelah. 
 
And Arpachshad (Many thoughts about the meaning of his name.  The other 
patriarchs leading to Abram have names simple in meaning.  Many 
suggestions, like “boundary of the Chaldeans.”  Breaking the name down.  
‘AR means lion or light; HAPHAK means “turn, overturn, convert;” and 
SHAD means breast, violence oppression.  How about “a light (or lion) 
overturns violence.” Name would interpret the sign “Leo.”) lived thirty-five 
years, and became the father of Shelah;  
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L.T. = And Arpachshad lived thirty-five years, and became the father of 
Shelah;  
 
Gen 11:13 = Arpachshad’s Lifespan. (438 years; LXX 465 +27) 
 
and Arpachshad lived four hundred and three years after he became the father of 
Shelah, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
L.T. = and Arpachshad lived four hundred and three years after he became 
the father of Shelah, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
2402-1802 B.C. Shem = Name 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = a lion/light overturns violence 
 
Gen 11:14 = Shelah, the Father of Eber.  
 
And Shelah (SHELACH = to send) lived thirty years, and became the father of 
Eber;  
 
L.T. = And Shelah lived thirty years, and became the father of Eber;  
 
Gen 11:15 = Shelah’s Lifespan. (433 years; LXX 466 +60) 
 
and Shelah lived four hundred and three years after he became the father of 
Eber, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
L.T. = and Shelah lived four hundred and three years after he became the 
father of Eber, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
2402-1802 B.C. Shem = Name 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = a lion/light overturns violence 
2265-1832 B.C. Shelah = sent one 
 
Gen 11:16 = Eber, the Father of Peleg. 
 
And Eber (passed over) lived thirty-four years, and became the father of Peleg;  
 
L.T. = And Eber lived thirty-four years, and became the father of Peleg;  
 
Gen 11:17 = Eber’s Lifespan. (464 years; LXX 404 years +0) 
 
and Eber lived four hundred and thirty years after he became the father of Peleg, 
and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
L.T. = and Eber lived four hundred and thirty years after he became the 
father of Peleg, and he had other sons and daughters.  



 253

2402-1802 B.C. Shem = Name 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = a lion/light overturns violence 
2265-1832 B.C. Shelah = sent one 
2235-1771 B.C. Eber = passed over 
 
Gen 11:18 = Peleg, the Father of Reu. 
 
And Peleg lived thirty years, and became the father of Reu;  
 
L.T. = And Peleg lived thirty years, and became the father of Reu;  
 
Gen 11:19 = Peleg’s Lifespan. (239 years; LXX 339 years +100) 
 
and Peleg lived two hundred and nine years after he became the father of Reu 
(Shepherd), and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
L.T. = and Peleg lived two hundred and nine years after he became the 
father of Reu, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
2402-1802 B.C. Shem = Name 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = a lion/light overturns violence 
2265-1832 B.C. Shelah = sent one 
2235-1771 B.C. Eber = passed over 
2201-1962 B.C. Peleg = divider 
 
Gen 11:20 = Reu, the Father of Serug. 
 
And Reu (Shepherd) lived thirty-two years, and became the father of Serug;  
 
L.T. = And Reu lived thirty-two years, and became the father of Serug;  
 
Gen 11:21 = Reu’s Lifespan. (239 years; LXX 339 years +200) 
 
and Reu lived two hundred and seven years after he became the father of Serug, 
and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
L.T. = and Reu lived two hundred and seven years after he became the 
father of Serug, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
2402-1802 B.C. Shem = Name 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = a lion/light overturns violence 
2265-1832 B.C. Shelah = sent one 
2235-1771 B.C. Eber = passed over 
2201-1962 B.C. Peleg = divider 
2171-1932 B.C. Reu = Shepherd 
 



 254

Gen 11:22 = Serug, the Father of Nahor. 
 
And Serug (Branch) lived thirty years, and became the father of Nahor;  
 
L.T. = And Serug lived thirty years, and became the father of Nahor;  
 
Gen 11:23 = Serug’s Lifespan. (230 years; LXX 330 years +300) 
 
and Serug lived two hundred years after he became the father of Nahor, and he 
had other sons and daughters.  
 
L.T. = and Serug lived two hundred years after he became the father of 
Nahor, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
2402-1802 B.C. Shem = Name 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = a lion/light overturns violence 
2265-1832 B.C. Shelah = sent one 
2235-1771 B.C. Eber = passed over 
2201-1962 B.C. Peleg = divider 
2171-1932 B.C. Reu = Shepherd 
2139-1909 B.C. Serug = Branch 
 
Gen 11:24 = Nahor, the Father of Terah. 
 
And Nahor (NACHOR = from nostril, snorting; to force breathe violently 
through the nostrils to express contempt) lived twenty-nine years, and 
became the father of Terah;  
 
L.T. = And Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and became the father of Terah;  
 
Gen 11:25 = Nahor’s Lifespan. (148 years; LXX 304 +456) 
 
and Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years after he became the father of 
Terah, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
L.T. = and Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years after he became the 
father of Terah, and he had other sons and daughters.  
 
2402-1802 B.C. Shem = Name 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = a lion/light overturns violence 
2265-1832 B.C. Shelah = sent one 
2235-1771 B.C. Eber = passed over 
2201-1962 B.C. Peleg = divider 
2171-1932 B.C. Reu = Shepherd 
2139-1909 B.C. Serug = Branch 
2109-1961 B.C. Nahor = Scoffer Ps 2:4 



 255

He who sits in the heavens laughs, 
The Lord scoffs at them.  
 
  4.  The Dispersion Of Man, The Nations (10-11) 
   A. The Generations of Noah.  10:1 
   B. The Sons of Japheth.  10:2-5 
   C. The Sons of Ham.  10:6-14 
   D. The Sons of Canaan.  10:15-20 
   E. The Sons of Shem.  10:21-31 
   F. The True History.  10:32 
   G. The Tower of Babel.  11:1-9 
   H. Chronology of the Sons of Shem.  11:10-25 
   I. The Sons of Terah.  11:26-32 
 
Gen 11:26 = Terah’s Children. 
 
And Terah (TERACH = an ibex, wild goat, thus a wanderer or sojourner) lived 
seventy years, and became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.  
 
L.T. = And Terah lived seventy years, and became the father of Abram, 
Nahor and Haran.  
 
Summary: 
1. Terah’s name refers to an Ibex or mountain goat, who was not only a 

sojourner, but sure footed in dangerous places.  (just because they 
were given a certain name doesn’t mean they lived up to it.  There were a 
lot of “characters” in the line of Messiah.) 

 
2. Terah’s primary three sons were born later than the children of the 

other patriarchs. 
 (The “firstborn” of other patriarchs was between the ages of 29-43 years) 
 
3. Abram was actually born when Terah was 130 years old. 
 A. Abram received the promise at age 75.  Gen 12:4 
 B. He left Haran after his father died.  Acts 7:4 
Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. From there, after his 
father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now living.  
 
4. Haran was probably the oldest who was born in Terah’s 70th year and 

the rights passed to Abram after his death.  (As we will see, Terah was 
not one to make spiritual assessments.) 

 
Gen 11:27 = Haran’s Son. 
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Now these are the records of the generations of Terah. Terah became the father 
of Abram (‘ABHRAM), Nahor (NACHOR) and Haran (HARAN); and Haran 
became the father of Lot (LOt).  
 
L.T. = Now these are the records of the generations of Terah. Terah became 
the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran; and Haran became the father of Lot.  
 
Gen 11:28 = Haran’s Death. 
 
And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his birth, in Ur 
of the Chaldeans (UR CHASDIYM = referred to 80x).  
 
L.T. = And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his 
birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans.  
 
Summary: 
1. Abram and Lot were probably about the same age. 
 
2. Ur of the Chaldees is identified as Uruk or Erech (modern Warka), 

located on the north bank of the Euphrates, SE of Babylon. 
 
3. This identifies where the line of Messiah moved after the Tower of 

Babel. 
 
4. Abram received his first test of obedience while living in Ur.  Acts 

7:2-3 
And he said, "Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our 
father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and 
said to him, 'LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR RELATIVES, AND COME 
INTO THE LAND THAT I WILL SHOW YOU.'  
 
5. Excavations of the royal cemetery of Ur have revealed a surprisingly 

advanced culture, particularly in the arts and crafts. Uncovered were 
beautiful jewelry and art treasures, including headwear, personal 
jewelry, and exquisite china and crystal.  (Nelson’s Bible Dictionary) 

 
Gen 11:29 = Abram and Nahor’s Wives. 
 
And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves. The name of Abram's wife was 
Sarai (root meaning is a “prince” or leader.  With the addition of the suffix it 
means “my princes” not princess, which is what SARAH means. No 
justification for claiming her name means “contentious” as I have thought 
for years); and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah (her name means “female 
king” or “queen” which came to mean a female counselor), the daughter of 
Haran, the father of Milcah and Iscah.  
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L.T. = And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves. The name of 
Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah, the 
daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and Iscah.  
 
Summary; 
1. Sarai’s name indicated that she was expected to bear leaders of the 

people. 
 
2. Nahor’s wife was his niece, which was not a violation of law at that 

time. 
 
3. Haran fathered Lot, Milcah and Iscah before his death. 
 
4. Nahor’s wife, Milcah, would bear 8 children to Nahor, including 

Bethuel who would be the father of Rebekah.  Gen 22:20-23 
 
Gen 11:30 = Sarai’s Problem. 
 
And Sarai was barren (‘AQRAH = without child; used of Rebecah in Gen 
25:21 and Rachel in 29:31; Samson’s mom Jdg 13:2-3 before she gave birth 
to him; ); she had no child (at that time).  
 
L.T. = And Sarai was barren; she had no child.  
 
Summary: 
1. Lack of children was a great shame in the ancient world, and is in 

some countries today. 
 
2. The Lord likes to solve difficult problems. 
Psa 113:9 He makes the barren woman abide in the house 
As a joyful mother of children. Praise the Lord!  
 
Gen 11:31 = Leaving Ur. 
 
And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and 
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife; and they went out together from 
Ur of the Chaldeans in order to enter the land of Canaan; and they went as far as 
Haran (CHARAN = different name than the son who died. The name appears 
in Assyro-Babalonian as Charran, which means "road"; possibly because 
here the trade route from Damascus joined that from Nineveh to 
Carchemish. It is mentioned in the prism inscription of Tiglath-pileser I.), 
and settled there (Qal IPF + w.c. YASHABH = to put down roots, dwell).  
 
L.T. = And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his 
grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife; and they 
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went out together from Ur of the Chaldeans in order to enter the land of 
Canaan; and they went as far as Haran, and settled there. 
 
Summary: 
1. The caravan left Nahor’s family and traveled northwest up the 

Euphrates River. 
 
2. Their destination was the land of Canaan which, at this time, 

probably stretched from the River of Egypt to the Euphrates. 
 
3. Abram had not yet been given the Promises of the Covenant but was 

just told to leave Ur and his relatives.  Acts 7:2-3 
 
4. The reason is because they were serving other gods.  Josh 24:1-3 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the 
elders of Israel and for their heads and their judges and their officers; and they 
presented themselves before God. 2 Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says 
the Lord, the God of Israel, 'From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the 
River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they 
served other gods. 3 'Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, 
and led him through all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and 
gave him Isaac.  
 A. Ur became the center of worship for the moon god, Nanna. 
 B. Haran was the center of worship for the moon god, Sin. 
 
5. Several things could have happened. 

A. If Abram had chosen to obey the first call, then Terah took 
over when Abram decided to leave and Abram was too weak to 
completely obey. 

B. If Abram had chosen to not obey the first call, then Terah 
himself instigated the move. 

 
6. The evidence from Abram’s life indicates: 

A. Abram decided to obey but was too weak to tell his father not 
to come. 

B. Abram was not yet mature enough to make the tough 
decisions of obedience. 

C. He had compassion on his nephew Lot and couldn’t tell him to 
stay. 

 
7. Abram would respond to the second call with a greater faith.   
 Gen 12:1-4 

 
8. Abraham’s life is a witness to the development of faith.  Heb 11:8-19 
 A. In Obedient Action. 
 B. In Consistent Attitude. 



 259

 C. In Humble Speech. 
By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he 
was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 
going. 9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land,  
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for 
he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God. 11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond 
the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. 12 
Therefore there was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as 
many descendants AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN IN NUMBER, AND 
INNUMERABLE AS THE SAND WHICH IS BY THE SEASHORE. 13  All these 
died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having 
welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those who say such things make it clear 
that they are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been 
thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has 
prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten 
son; 18 it was he to whom it was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS 
SHALL BE CALLED." 19  He considered that God is able to raise people 
even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.  
 
Gen 11:32 = The Lifespan of Terah.  (205 years; LXX 205) 
 
And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and Terah died in 
Haran.  
 
L.T. = And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and Terah 
died in Haran.  
 
Now let's put it all together: 
Hebrew               English 
Adam  Man 
Seth   Appointed 
Enosh   Mortal 
Kenan   Miserable 
Mahalalel   The Blessed God 
Jared   Shall come down 
Enoch   Consecration 
Methuselah         His death shall bring
Lamech   The despairing 
Noah   Rest, or comfort 
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Man, appointed mortal but prepared was the blessed God who shall come 
down, consecrated, and his death shall bring to the despairing rest. 
 
2402-1802 B.C. Shem = The Name (Php 2:9) 
2300-1860 B.C. Arpachshad = Peacemaker (2 Cor 5:18-21) 
2265-1832 B.C. Shelah = Sent one (Heb 3:1) 
2235-1771 B.C. Eber = Passed over (1 Cor 5:7) 
2201-1962 B.C. Peleg = Divider (Matt 10:34-39) 
2171-1932 B.C. Reu = Shepherd (John 10:11; 1 Pet 5:4) 
2139-1909 B.C. Serug = Branch (Isa 11:1) 
2109-1961 B.C. Nahor = Scoffer (Psa 2:4) 
2050-1875 B.C. Terah = Sojourner. (Matt 8:20) 
1950-1775 B.C. Abram = Exalted Father (Isa 9:6) 
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